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bam in © Two Millions Fi#t Hundred Thousand Pounds t#the LAWS. 
be ope. Andy‘ East-India Company, to'enable them to discharge [575, 
ont cael m0. “ Part of the East-Indian Debt ;” whith, said interest 53 Geo. 3, 
fits at home in and sinking fund shall nevertheless continue to be ovr 
Aire =e . deemed a territorial charge, and be accounted for td 
made rs out as such out of the produce of the revenues of India: 

rial 


ai lus of provided also, that in case sufficient funds shall not » 
nues, 


reve- remain in the hands of the said Company,gafter pay- © 


ment of the dividend, to discharge all such bills as 
shall be drawn for the’ interest of a, loan in India, under conditions 
now subsisting, or which may be contracted at any time before the 10th 
daysof April 1814, entitling the holders of such loan to receive bills on , 
_ the said Company for the paymept of the interest thereof, the residue 

of such bills, so long as such interest may be demandable in England 
shall be discharged in such manner as Parliament shall from time t 
time direct: provided also, that if any monies:shall be received into * 
the treasury of the Company at home pon the credit of bills to be 
drawn upon the Company’s territorial,or political funds abroad, or in 
liquidation of bills of exchange remitted, or of any other security f 
advances made in India from the said territorial or political funds, or 
of any advances made from such funds on account of his Majesty’s 
government or on any other account, the said monies shall be set 
apart and applied to defray the territorial or political charges to which 
the said Company is liable in Europe; and the excess of such funds 
shall be subject to such further appropriations as the territorial reve- 
nues are liable to by virtue of this act: provided also, that in the 
event of the commercial profits of the said Company at home being 
insufficient in any year fully to defray the said dividend, it shall and 
may be lawful to make good any such deficiency out of amy surplus 
revenue that may have arisen in the preceding year of account out 
of the t@ritorial revehues, after the payment of all charges, ‘interest 
of debt included. 


Surplus Territorial and Home Profits. 


Applicatidti (5) And be it further enacted, that when the prin- —¢ 59. 


porte aelod cipal debt of the said United Company, bearing inter- 


nues, and_home est in India, shall have been reduced to the sum of 
profits. — fl io ten imillions of pounds sterling, calculated at the ex- 
jrcbenp public change of two shillings for the Bengal current rupee, 
fundsereatedfor eight shillings for the Madras pagoda, and two shil- 
Company; @"Y Jings and a for the Bombay rupee, and the e 


1 
poh ae paid into bonded debt in Great Britain shall have been reduced @ e 


the Exchequer, to the sum of fffree millions of pounds sterling, #hen . 
ht and thereafter the surplus proceeds which shall be ‘ 
ceeding | twelve found to arise from the said rents, \revenues and pro- ® 
millions, Yor the fits of the said territorial acquisitions, and. frome sales 

eapital stock and ~ 

dividends, &c.— Of the gddds and the profits of the trade of th® said 


p 3 Company, e oF 


a "63 of 
LAWS. Confpany, or in any other manner, after providing for Ongsixth — 


— 


§ 60. 


r 
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the payments aforesaidy shall be applied to the more fled ahd 


18136 : ; 

"58 Geo! 3, Speedy repaypients of the capital of any public funds remaining “ive- 
©1855, or securities which have been or may be created for sixths to belong 
§ 59. , to the public, 


the use of the — the charges gf which 
* have been or may be directed to be borne by the said Company 


+ by,virtue of any act or acts of Parliament; and that any 


* surplus that may arise shall be set apart, and from time to time 
paid into the receipt of his Majegty’s F&chequer, to be applied as © 


Parliament shall direct, without interest to be Yprid to the Company 
in respect or for the use thereof: but, nevertheless, it is nergy 
declared, that all such sums of money as shall be so paid intothe 
receipt of his Majesty's Exchequer ag aforesaid, not exceeding twelve 
Age of pounds sterling, shall be deemed and taken to be a fund 
or securing to the said United Company the capital stock of the 
said United Company," and also a dividend at the rate of ten pounds 
ten shillings per centum per annum in respect thereof; and of the 
es of such payments, if amy, beyond the said amount of twelve 

illions of pounds sterling, one-sixth part shall from time to time 
be, reserved and retained by thepsaid United Company, for their own 
use and benefit, and the remaining five-sixth parts shall be deemed 
and shall be the property of the public, and at the disposal of Par- 


liament. ® 


(6) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that if a th@® debts 
the debts of the said Company in India, after the after reduction 
shal] be again in. 


same shall have been reduced to ten millions of pounds creased beyond 
sterling, calculated as aforesaid, shall be again in- certain sums, 

creased beyond that amount, or if their bohd debt in — gia 
Great Britain, «after the same shall have been reduced 

to threg millions of poundsgsterling, shall be again increasedgbeyond 
that sum, then and so often as either b those cases shall happen, 
such surplus proc®eds shall be appropriated to the reduction of the 
said new debts respectively, until the whole of the debts of the said 
Company in India shall be again reduced to ten millions @f pounds 
sterling, calculated as aforesaid, and their bond debt in Great Bri- 
tain to three millions of pounds sterling; any thing in this act con- 





tained to the contrary notwithstanding. oe 
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Tue mode of deciding questions by ballot in the General 
Court of Proprietors is prescribed by the charter of King 

illiam III, 1698: At that period every propfietor of 

500 stock in his own right was entitled to give his vote 
in General Court; and no “proprietor, whatever amount of 
stock he might hold beyond that sum, coul giye more thafi 
one vote. ° 

As it was not requisite that a proprietor should have held 
his stock for any prescribed peffod to qualify him to votgp 
it may be readily conceived that, upon any ie where 
questions involving conflicting interests were to be decided by 
ballot, parties did not hesitate to become proprietors for the 
immediate occasion, and parting with their stock so soon as 
the dBject for which they qualified was effected. The evils 
attendant on such a system became more apparent as the 
Company’s affairs enlarged; and, as ballots took place imme- 
diately, on their being demanded, the privilege was open ‘to 
the most flagrant abuse, and made subservient ty th® views of 
interested parties. b y e 

Between the years 175% and 1764, various questions relative 
to the state of the Company’s affairs and possessions abroad 
came ugder discussion in General Court. On the appoint-) 
ment of a successor to the government of Bengal, and on 
the proposed re-appointment, in 1764, of Lord Clive, party 
spirit Fan high. So great was the inconvenience arising 
from the facility with which individuals could qualify, that, 
on the 12th March 1764, a General Court was held,at thg 
instance of several proprietors, amongst whom were Lords 


Clive and Elibank; at which Court a motion was jade = 


to limit the right of voting to those who had possessed 
their stock for a certain period. The question was adjourned 
to the 2Ist of that month, when it “was resolved that an 

*p"4 application 
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MO et, Bag! SEE ee 
a” P e me . PS hE, mea 
. application be nade to Parliamént for an act to prevent panties 
voting whe should wot dive been in possession oft their stock _ 
* far at least four months, + 
The first ballot thatfook place:after such resolution was orf 
the 4th of May Mllowing, on a motion for empowering the 
Cgurt of Directors to agree with Lord Clive for the pafiment 
* of his jaghire for the space of ten years. With the view of 
preventing, as far as possible, dn te absence of legislative pro- 
vision, a recurrence of the evil complainedsof, the ballot was 
demanded in General Court on the 2d May; it was fixedlifor 
the 4th; the transfer books were ordered to be forthwith 
closed, and nafto be re-opened until the ballot should have 
been concluded. The petition, which had been prepared in @ 
conformity with the resolution of the 21st March, was pre- 
sented to the House of Commons on the 16th. January 
765; on the 14th March a bill was brought in, which was 
ordered fo be read that day three months. In September 
following, the Company resolved to renew their application 
to Parliament; and, at the same time, solicit such an alteration 
in the-oath taken on balloting, as should prevent genie 
voting who did not possess the stock in their own’ right. 
A petition to the above effect was accordifgly presented, 
and thrown out on the third reading on the 17th March 
1766. ‘he number being equal, forty-three ayes an@ noes, 
the speaker (Mr. Cust) observed, that as the bill Snight be 
brougl® in, if a prope one, another yeaf, he declared him- 
self in the negagive, and the bill wit consequently lost. The 
provisions of the charter remained in force until 1767. On 
the 6th of May in that year an improvident proposition was 
brought forward and carried, notwithstanding the opposition 
of the Directors, to increase the dividend to twelve ou * half 
per cent. f To check the recurrence of such a proceeding, a 
bill was brought into Parliament to regulate the declaration 
6f diviflends % and on the 18th May a motion was made in 
r) e General Court, at the hotr of nine in the evening, ‘that the 
e- Corfipany should agree to petition against such a bill: it was 
demanded that the ballot should take place the same évening. 
A protest, signed by fifty-two proprietors,’ and one from the 
Couf of Directors, against sugh @ precipitate, unprecedented, 
and 


4 
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hog@ YF Palept. “dd 
proprietors*then proceeded to appdintscfittineers. “he Court 
of Directors declined ‘to nominate any onthe occasion. At 
‘eleven o’clock. the glasses were delivéred to the scrutineers ; 
and the General Colt being resumed, the rata were again . 
Xd Shortly after, the scrutineers@eported one hundred and 

af irty-eight votes for the goestion, and two against—the direc- 
tors and proprietors who ha@ protested against the ballot 
taking no share in that transaction. Counsel was then named 

tolbppose the bill in Parliament. On the same evening a 
. further discussion took place on the subject of the protest 
delivered in by the Court of Directors agains@#the ballot, and 
it was recommended to them to reconsider thé same; the 
Court adjourning at four o’clock on the morning of the 19th. 
Ow the 27th May the General Court again met; when the 
Chairman stated, “ that the Court of Directors, having del 
“ berately reconsidered their p®otest, were urfanimously of 
* opinion, that they had an undoubted right and good cause 
* to make such protest, and that they saw no reason to with- 
*. draw or alter the same.” . 

The Chairman also stated to the Court, that a bill for 
regulating the®qualification of Proprietors had been read a 
second time, and was ordered to be printed. Discussions on 
the -ptinciples of such bill took place on the 29thgof May, 
the 5th ‘and llth of June; in the latter month’ the acts 
of th Geo. III, éap. 48 and 49, #ere passed: the®former 
to regulate the qualificltions (vide GeneralgCourt of Pro- 
prietors) and limiting the power of voting to those who had 
held thetr stock six months; the latter providing, that no 
ballot on any question proposed in General Court should 
be begup within a less space of time than eight hours after 
the adjournment of such General Court in which the ques- 
tion was proposed; and that, in no case, should the ballot 
commence at a later hour than twelve o’clock «at nooh, nor 


% 


or e . e,. “er & “ . 
"aia virrbgular proceeding, were delivered in and read. rhe | 


‘ 


“ 
close earlier ahan six. Instances have oowgrdes: of a ballot e 


. having been kept open till ten at night, on the occasion of the . 
Feast of the Passover. In 1770 an act passed, by which no 
ballot can take placé util twenty-four hours after the adjourn- 
ment of the Court in which, the question to be decide@ has 
been 
+ 


. 


_ 


"1767. 
7 Geo. 3, 
ce. 49, 
§ 3. 


1770. 
10 Geo. 3, 
c. 47, 


§ 3. 


18138. 
53 Gem 3, 
e. 185, 
§ 77. 
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beer proposed. Further provisions affecting op night of Prow 
prietors wéte made fff the Regulating Act of 1773. 
A proprietor holding in his own right, for twelve Paces, 
£1,000 stock, is efititled to give one vote at a ballot. 
3,000 sivrvapevecnrpeyenenseesstWO WORE, 
@ 6,000 ......00..c0feecceeeee. three votes. & 
10,000 .....seeeeesceceeseeeeee four votes, 

The oath which a proprietor takes before he can vote is 
founded «pon the provisions in the charter, and the 7th of 
Geo. III, c. 48. & 

In the year 1813, the 53d Geo. III. c. 155. s. 77, was passed , 
by which it is d@lared, that in cases of equality of votes (except 
on questions for the appointment of two or more candidates 
for office), the question is rejected. 


———— 


: LAWS. 
Ballot, when to commence and close. 

(1) And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, in no 
case the balloting shall be begun at a later hour of the day than 
twelve of the clock at noon, nor closed at an earlier hour than six of 
the clock in the afternoon. ° 

(2) From and after the passing of thiseact, no bfilloting upon any 
question proposed in any General Court of the said Company, relative 
to any matter whatsoever, shall be begun within a less space.of time 
than twéfity-four hours after the adjournment or breakisg-up of the 
General Court in which it shall have been determined rH ques- 

e 


tion shdlild be decided by Balloting. 
* 
® Equality of Votes. a 2 
(3) Whereas, by the Charter of Incorporation of [n¢ cases of equa- 
said United Company, granted under the authority of lity of votes in 
an act passed in the ninth and tenth years of the reign bao py 
of his late Majesty King William the Third, intituled, rectors, the ques- 


“ Pa . i]. tions be con- 
An Act for raising a Sum not exceeding Two .Mil- © ened ab Tejuet: 


a 


« “ Jions, upon a Fund for Payment of Annuities after eq except. in 
po y » excep’ 


“ the Rate of Eight Pounds per Centum per Annum, cases of eK “4 
“and for settling the Trade to the East-Indies,” it is aad an which 
ordered and appointed, that in all cases where thereare still to be de- 

af equality or equal number of votes in any termined by lot. 
General Court, or in any Court of Directors to be holden as aforesaid, 
the matter shall be determined by lots, which thé Treasurer for the 
said Company shall cause to be prepared anddrawn for that purpose : 


ana whereas it is expedient that auch mode of decision should beno 
longer 
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longer continued, be it therefore enacted, that from and afte the Laws, 
passing of this act, no question in any suchGefieral Courtfor Court of —§ —— 
Direétors, shall be carried otherwise than by a majority of votes; and Pe 3, 
in all cases of an equality of votes upon any question put in any such —¢. 155, 
General Court or Courg of Directors, such equality shall be deemed § 77. 
and taken to operate as a rejection of the motion or proposition on 
whicsuch question shall have been s@put; provided always, ¢hat 
nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
cases of election of any pe to any office or place where there shall 
be more than one candidate for such office or place, but that in all 
such cases where there shall be an equality of votes in favour of any 
twO’or more candidates, such election may be determined by lot, in 

. manner directed by the said charter; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 


Oath to be taken by a Proprietor at a Ballot. . 
Upon election (4) And be it further enacted, that from and after 1773. 
of Directors, _ the first day of October 1773, upon every ballot to be ™ "s0* 
Shall, comet taken at any General Court of the said United Com’ ¢ g. 
mitted to vote, pany, every member or proprietor of the said Company 
angie’ follow- shall, before admitted to vote in/such General Court, 
fat hae first tuke the oath hereafter mentioned before two or e 
more of the Directors of the said United Company, who are hereby 
empowered to administer such oath ; (that is to say), 
« 1,84. B., do swear,” (or, being one of the people called Quakers, 
« do solemnly affirm”), ‘that the sum of one thousand pounds or 
more of the capital stock of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, standing in my*name, doth at 


this ae and hath for the space of twelve calendar months 


n 
o 


a 


. 
a 


actually: ged to me, in my own right, and not in trust for any 
person or persons whatsoever; and thafI have been in the actual 
receipt of the dividends amd profits thereof for e own use, freed 
and discharged of all incumbrances which can ‘Or may affect the 
« same, for the said space of twelve calendar months ; or that the 
“ game came to me within the time aforesaid by bequest, or by mar: —« 
« riage, or by succession to an intestate’s estate, or by the custom of 
« the City of London, or by settlement ; and that such stock has not 
“ been ferred gr made-to,me fraudulently or collusively, on pur- 
“ pose to qualify me to give my vate; and that I have not before . 
« given my vote on this ballot—So help me God.” 
Perjury liable to Penalty. ; 
Persons com. (9) And in case any person taking the oath or affir- e 
mitting wilful mation hereby appointed shall thereby conimit wilful 
La Se teal perjuyy> and be thereof convicted; and if any person 
ing others so to do unlawfully or corruptly procure or suborn any other 
do, shall be lia- person to take the said oath or affirmation, in order to 
ble topenaitigy vote, whereby he or he shall commit such wilful per- 


jury, 


-~ 
a 


a 
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LAWS. jury, %na shall be thereof convicted, he, she, and they, for every such 
is. offence, shall incur sucif pains and penalties as are.in and by two acts 
18 Geo. 3, Of parlidment, the one made in the fifth year of the late Queen Eliza- 
e. 63, beth, intituled, « An Act for punishing such Persons as shall procure 
$6 — & or commit wilful Perjury, or suborn or procure any Person to com- 
“ mit any wilful or corrupt Perjury ;” the other, made in the second 
year of his Majesty King George the Second, intituled, « An Act for 
“ the morejeffectual Preventing and or Punishment of Forgery, 4 

“ Perjury, and Subornation of Perjury and to make it Felony to 

« steal Bonds, Notes, or other Securities for Payment of Money,” 
directed to be inflicted for offences committed contrary to the said 

@ 


atts. 
BY-LAWS. , 
c. 7, 
a WHENEVER two or mére ballots are to be taken Riliceas: baw 
on distinct questions on the same day, the same ballots to be taken. 
he be taken in separate rooms; and that upon every Glasses to be 
examined when 


* public ballot the Directors in charge of the glasses, at pened, and scal- 
their being opened, shall require the scrutineers, should ed up when the 
any be then present, to satisfy themselves of their ae ae 
being empty, and that at the conclusion of each ballot, 
the Directors in charge of the glasses deliver the same sealed up to 
the s¢rutineers. 

8, If at any General Court, nine of the members 

; present, duly qualified to vote, shall demand a ballot tien Fi 
for determining any question, except for adjournment, ™manded by nine 
or the previous question, or an amendment, such ques- aia 


tion shall be pyt by the ballot, and not otherwise. 
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Avrnouen the only legislative enactment which has joint 9 anne, 7. 


reference to the Bank of England and the East- India Com- 
pahy was passed in the year 1710, and provides that no person 


- ean be a director of both corporations at the same time, it 


* to such c 


= 


may not be uninteresting to take a brief revieW of the several 
banks which have been established in Europe, especially that 
of the Bank of England. The same principles which led to 
the maintenance and support of such an establishment in this 
country, induced the East-India Company, at the recommen- 
dation of the Government abroad, to sanction the formation 
of banks at Calcutta; and as doubts were entertained 
whether it was competent to those Governments to establish 
such banks Within the local limits of the jurisdiction of 
the several courts of justice in India, an Act was passed in 
the year 1807, declaring it lawful to and for the séveral 
Governments to authorize public banks, with p€rpetual suc- 
cession, with such privileges and franchises as ure®granted 
ioe in the country. _ 

The earliest banks were those of Venice and Barcelona ; they 
were established at the commencement of the fifteenth century. 
The former arose out of the loans required by the State, and 
became an establishment for the payment and transfer of the 
national debt, which had been created on the funding system. 
That a®Barcelona was established by the magistrates, as one 
of exchange and deposits upon thg security of the funds of the 
city, with the intention of extending those accommodations to 
foreigners as well as to their own citizens. Foreign bills were 
negotiated, and assistance was afforded by the directors to the 
manufacturers, when engaged in purchasing raw materials, 
especially wool from England. 

The bank of Genga was established in 1407. It had been 


° customary 
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customary for the Republic to borrow large sums from the: citi- 
zeris, and to assign ceftain branches of the public revenue 
as fangs for the payment of interest. ‘The mangement was 
- placed in the hands of the most: respectable citizens, who were 
to pay the creditors, and account to the State for their dis- 
bursements. In process of time, it was thought proper to 
consolidate the loans which had been made at various periods 
into one capital stock, to be managed by eight protectors, who 
were to be elected annually by the creditors” or stock-holders. 
The establishment was denominated “the Chamber of St 
* George.” * 

In 1609 the famous bank at Amsterdam was incorporated. 
Mr. Adam Smith, in his ** Wealth of Nations,” gives a fall 
description of that extensive establishment, which was more a 
bank for deposits; and at one period was supposed to contain 
almost all the wealth of the burghers. Regular books were 
kept for registering the amount deposited, which was not té 
be of a less sum than 300 guilders; and transfers were 
made by tickets or notes, specifying the value of which they 
were the representatives. 

In 1635 the bank at Rotterdam was established in 1688 
that at Hamburgh; and in 1694 those of Naples and Bologna. 
The public | bank in France, under Mr. Law’s scheme, was 
established in 1716. 

By aff act of the Parliament of “Scotland a bank,was esta- 
blished first in 1695, its capital being equal to £100,000. In 
1727 the Royal Bank at Edinburgh was incorporated under 
eharter from King George I.; its capital £150,000. In 1774 
the proprietors of the bank which had been established in 
1695, generally called the Old Bank, applied to Parliament 
for permission to double their capital; their request was 
granted, and the act of the 14th Geo. III, cap. 32% passed 
accordingly. In 1784, by @he 24th Geo. III, cap. 12, they 
were allowed to increase their capital in the further sum of 
£100,000, making £300,000. In 1792 they were empowered 
to increase their capital stock to £600,000. The shares of the 
bank, originally £83. 6s. 8d., sold at £180; and in 1794 they 
were permitted to increase the capital £L00000 more, making 
the total capital £1,000,000, ar , 


In 
* 
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_ In 1721 an unsuccessful attempt was/made to establish a 
‘bank in Ireland. In 1783 a public bank. was opened in 
Dublin, with an original capital of £600,000 e 


With respect to England, an attempt appears to have been . 


made in 1683, by a Dr. Chamberlain and a Mr. Murray, to 
establish a bank for circulating bills of credit on merchan- 
dize to be pawned there, and also for lending money to the 
industrious poor on pawns, at six per cent.,"but the whole 
project failed. Shortly after the above period, the necessities 
of the State were such as to render it expedient to raise loans 
fo? the purpose of defraying the unavoidable expenses of tlie 
war in which Great Britain was involved. The wants of 
Government only»incited the monied men to demand more 
exorbitant profits;—eight per cent. on the land-tax, besides 
additional premiums, did not satisfy them. Other anticipa- 
tions of the public revenues were much higher, and. all con- 
‘tracts with the Government were made at forty and fifty per 
cent. above the current value of the supplies. To remedy 
these excessive evils, und with the view of bringing down the 
\ high rates of gnterests and premiums paid by Government, it 
was deemed expedient to establish a public transferable fund 
of interest; also that the same should be for the conveni- 
ence of daily receipts and payments. It was contended by 
those whose interests were likely to be effectéd, that none 
but republics were calculhted for the existence of & bank ; 
at the s time, it was urged as a reason against it, that 
it would tend to make the King absolute. Parliament deter- 
mined to countenance the measure, having passed an act 
for granting certain rates and duties on tonnage of ships, 
beer, ale, and other liquors, they also empowered their Ma- 
jesties to incorporate any persons who should voluntarily 
advance £1,300,000, and to grant them a yearly allowance 
of £100,000; being, at the rateyof eight per cent., £96,000, 
and £4,000 a-year for management: the corporation to have 
the. name of the Governor anp Company or THE Bank oF 
Enetanp. The charter was issued on the 27th July 1694, 

In. 1708, by the statute of Queen Anne, no body politic 
other than the Bankor any other persons who may be united 
in partnership, abgve six pefsons, were to issue notes or 

bills 


5th and 6th 
William 
and Mary. 


« 
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bills payable on demand i in less than six months. In 1711, by. 

the act of the 9th of Aine, cap. 7, a clause was inagrted, dis~ 

Pein person from biing a Director of the Bank and the 
t-India Company at the same time. 

The capital of the Bank in 1717 was £5,375,027. In 1744 
£10,700,000. In 1745, in consequence of the alarm raised in 
London by the progress of the Pretender’s son, there was a great 
run on the Bank. The Directors endeavoured to make the cash 
hold out by paying in silver, and that in sixpences. More effec- 
tual measures were adopted by a meeting of merchants, bankers, 
hd traders, who drew up a paper, wherein they declared their 
resolution to support the credit of the Bank, by receiving their 
notes in all payments, and using their utmos# endeavours to pay 
them away to all persons receiving payments. The resolution 
was soon signed by 1,100 persons, and had the effect of quieting 


13 bags hig apprehension and restoring confidence. In 1773, imitating 


the water-mark of the Bank-note paper was made punishablé- 
with death, and no person was allowed to engrave any bill or 

promissory note containing the words “ Bank of England,” 

or Bank Post Bill,” under penalty of impgsonment. In 

1781, the 60th of Geo. III. was passed, granting a renewal of 

the Bank’s exclusive privilege to the year 1812, with one year’s 

notice upon the lending the public two millions at three per 

cent. 

In September 1781 the capital of the Bank was increased, 
by an addition of eight per cent. to the capital stock, from 
£10,780,000 to £11,642,400, and their dividends were raised 
from five and a half to six per cent. The stamp-duties 
imposed on inland bills of exchange by the act of 1783, 
were extended in 1784 to foreign bills of exchange, and 
to receipts for sums above forty shillings. The,notes of 
the Bank of England were exempted from stamp-duties, the 


28 Geo. 3, Bank paying for that indulgence a composition of £12,000 


c. 4 


annually. In 1778 the dividends were raised to seven per cent. 
. In 1791 the unclaimed dividends in the public funds amounted 
to £660,000. Mr. Pitt proposed that £500,000 of that dor- 
mant money should be applied to the. public service: the 
Directors of the Bank opposed it. A compromise was effected, 
by which that sum was made as a loan from the Bank to 

‘ the 
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the public without interest, on conditign that a balance of'not 
less than £600,000 should at all times remain in the hapds of 
the Bank, and that the annual allowance to the Bank for the 
management of the public debt should continue at the rate off 
£450 for every million of the capital. 

In the early part of 1793, the commercial distress was 
universal. The calamity was greatly augmented Wy the immense 
issues of paper from the country banks, who thereby not only 
laid the foundation of their own misfortunes, but spread ruin 
around them; one hundred of them failed before the month 

_of April had expired. Measures were adopted, in concert with 

the prime minister, Mr. Pitt; a meeting was held at the Man- 
sion House on the 23d of April, when several merchants 
were appointed a committee, for the purpose of drawing up 
the outlines of a plan for the revival of commercial credit. 
‘The committee consisted of the most eminent merchants, viz. 
Messrs. Anderson, Bosanquet, Thornton, Baring, and others ; 
who suggested an advance of Exchequer bills, under Parlia- 
mentary authority and proper regulations, to houses of real 
capital. A copy of the report was laid before Mr. Pitt by the 
Lord Mayor and Mr. Bosanquet. . 

A Select Committee was appointed by the House of Com- 
mons, to whom Mr. Pitt submitted the proposition; and, at 
the same time, stated the circumstances which had led to the 
paper being drawn up. That he had received representations 
from many different quarters, which induced him to believe 
that the failures which had taken place had begun by a 
run on those houses who had issued circulating paper with- 
out being possessed of sufficient capital; but that the conse- 
quences had soon extended themselves so far as to affect many 
houses of great solidity, and possessed of funds, ultimately, much 
more than sufficient to answer #!] demands upon them; but 
which had not the means of converting those funds into money, 
or negotiable securities, in time to meet the pressure of the 
moment. That the sudden discredit of a considerable quan- 
tity of paper which had been issued by different banks, in 
itself produced a defidiency of the circulating medium, which 
in the ordinary course of things could not be immediately 
replaced, and that this deficiency occasioned material incon- 
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venience in inercantile tions. That, in addition to this 
immediate effect,»these circumstances also were represented to 
have induced bankers and others to keep in their bands a 
*@ greater quantity of money than they thought necessary in| the 
usual train of business, and that large sums were thus kept 
out of circulation, and great difficulty arose in procuring the 
usual advances on bills of exchange, particularly those of a 
long date. That many persons were said to be possessed of 
large stocks of goods, which they could not at present dispose 
@of, and on the credit of which they could not raise mope 


that this occasioned an interruption of the usual orders to 


manufacturers, which circumstance, together with the inter- 
ruption of the means by which they were enabled to make 
their weekly payments, tended to prevent the employment of 
a number of persons engaged in different manufactures. That 


these evils were represented as likely rapidly to increase tga 


very serious extent, if some extraordinary means were not 
adopted to restore credit and circulation. That in conse- 
quence of these representations, he had desired a meeting 
of different gentlemen, in order to obtain” the best infor- 
mation in his power respecting the extent of the evil, and the 
possibility and propriety of any measure to remedy it. That, 
after much discussion, all the gentlemen present seemed to 
agree in a very strong opinion of the extent of the evil, though 
many objections at first occurred to any plan for remedying 
it. That, in the result, it was agreed to desire the gentlemen 
whose names were mentioned in the paper now delivered, to 
meet the next day at the Mansion-House, to consider more 
particularly the proposal for the issue of Exchequer bills to a 
certain amount, to be advanced, under proper regulations, for 
the accommodation of such persons as might apply for the 
same, and likewise the objections to which such a proposal 
might be liable; and that the paper which he had laid before 

the Committee contained the opinion of this second meeting. 
The extent of the evil, and the necessity of a remedy, which 
to be effectual must be immediate, was made apparent to the 
Committee. In touching upon the latter point, they thought 
it material to remark, that if the distress had been confined in 
fits effects to individuals, however they might regret the extent 
of 


+ 
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of private calamity, they should not have considered the case 
as justifying an extraordinary public interpesition ; migh “less 
should they have recommended such a measure if the pressure , 
“had been felt only by houses of doubtful credit, or who had® 
suffered from the consequences of rash and unwarrantable 
speculations: but it appeared to the Committee that the 
embarrassments arising from the want of credit had already 
affected houses of undoubted solidity and sufficient ultimate 
resources, and that there was too much reason to apprehend 
that these embarrassments might extend in a degree which nap 
individual exertions could counteract, with sufficient expe- 
dition and certainty, to prevent consequences of the most 
serious national importance. 

The principal objects in any measure for affording relief ap- 
peared to be, to enable those who had securities ultimately 
ggod, but which were not available till too distant a period, 
to rective such advances as might give them the means of 
supporting the pressure to which they might be exposed in 
the interval; to furnish some medium of circulation which 
might, either Hi rectly or indirectly, replace the quantity of 
currency suddenly withdrawn; and, by the effect of those 
measures, to afford such assistance to individuals as might 
revive confidence and credit. 

The result was an act (33 Geo. III, cap. 29) authorizing 
the advance of Exchequer bills to the amount of £5,000,000 to 
such merchants, &c. as should apply for them, in sums of not 
less than £4,000, on approved security by the commissioners, 
or on the deposit of goods. The measure was the cause of a 
speedy restoration of confidence in mercantile transactions ; 
the difficulties of many houses were removed, the manufac- 
tures resumed, and employment afforded to numerous work- 
people who would otherwise have been thrown on the parish. 
A similar measure, to the extent of £1,500,000, was passed in 
1795, for affording relief to persons connected with the islands 
of Grenada and St. Vincent’s, from the difficulties occasioned 
by the insurrection in those islands. In 1799, a similar relief, 
to the extent of £5003000, was granted to the merchants at 
Liverpool, in consequence of the sufferings occasioned by the 
stagnation of the sugar trade. ° 
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In 1817, £500,000 ingExchequer bills were placed in a com- 
mission, to advance in completion of public works, for encou- 
aging fisheries and employing the poor. By subsequent ‘acts, 
the same system has been continued from time to time. | 

In 1795, the commercial pressure was such, that the Bank 
felt it necessary to diminish their discounts. Being the centre 
of all the circulation of money, and the repositors of all the 
spare cash of the nation, it is subjected to be called upon for 
cash directly or indirectly, and is necessarily affected by every 
‘material failure or distress which arises from any deficiency gf 
coin in the United Kingdom. : 

In 1797, the continual drain of bullion, owing to the expen- 
sive war and loans to foreign powers, raised the priceof gold 
from £3. 17s. 104d, per oz. to £4. 48. per oz., and made it evidgnt 
that the precious metals would soon disappear. The Bank 
had made various representations, to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the subject, and anxiously required repayment 
of a considerable portion of the debt due to them from Govern- 
ment, then amounting to nearly £8,000,000. A loan of 
£1,500,000 was about to be raised for Ireland ; it was repre- 
sented that if the measure was garried through it would be 
necéssary to remit the amount in cash, and that the Bank would 
consequently be drained of specie. The run upon the country 
banks throughout the kingdom was severe; that upon the 
Bank of England was increasing, and had reached so alarm- 
ing an extent on the 24th February, that the Deputy- 
Governor and Mr. Bosanquet waited on Mr. Pitt to represent 
the dreadful drain of cash, and to ask him how far he thought 
the Bank might go on in paying cash, and when he would deem 
it necessary to interfere to prevent the balance of cash being 
so reduced as to prove detrimental to the immediate service of 
the ‘state. In this crisis, the King was requested to come to 
town to assist at a meeting of the Privy Council, on Sunday the 
26th, which was accordingly held at St, James’s; when the 
following order was passed :— 
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“ At the Council Chamber, Whi February 26th V197. 

* By the Lords of his Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy 
« Council :— ne, 

* Present, the Lord Chancellor, Lord President; Duke of 
* Portland, Marquis Cornwallis, Earl Spencer, Earl of Liver- 
*¢ pool, Lord Grenville, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 


* Upon the representation of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
“ chequer, stating that, from the result of the information 
“ which he has received, and of the inquiries which it has 

been his duty to make respecting the effect of the unusuaf 
' ® demands for specie that have been made upon the metro- 
* polis, in consequence of ill-founded or exaggerated alarms 
“in different parts of the country, it appears that, unless 
‘some measure is immediately taken, there may be reason 
to apprehend a want of a sufficient supply of cash to answer 
* the exigencies of the public service. It is the unanimous 
opinion of the Board, that it is indispensably necessary for 
the public service, that the Directors of the Bank of Eng- 
land should forbear issuing any cash in payment until the 
sense of Parliament can be taken on that subject, and the 
** proper measures adopted thereupon for maintaining the 
* means of circulation, and supporting the public and gom- 
* mercial credit of the kingdom at this important conjunc- 
“ture; and it is ordered, that a copy of this minute be 
“‘ transmitted to the Directors of the Bank of England, and 
“ they are hereby required, on the grounds of the exigency of 
* the case, to conform thereto, until the sense of Parliament 
* can be taken as aforesaid. 

(Signed)  “ W. Fawkener.” 
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The Bank immediately issued the following notice :— 


“ Bank of England, February 27th 17197. 
« In consequence of an order of his Majesty's Privy Council, 
“ notified to the Bank last night, copy of which is hereunto 
* annexed ; 
“The Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the 
* Bank of England, think it their duty to inform the Pro- 


“ prietors of the Bank Stock, as well as the public at large, 
E 3 * that 
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“that the general concerns of the Bank are in’ the most 
“ @fluent and prospefOus situation, and such as to preclude 
“ every doubt as to the security of its notes. 

“© The Directors mean to continue their usual discounts for 
“ the accommodation of the commercial interest, paying’ the 
‘“ amount in Bank notes, and the dividend warrants will be 
** paid in the same manner.” 

At a meeting at the Mansion-House on the same day, a 
resolution was passed declaratory of the readinessef the parties 
then present to receive Bank-notes. It was immediatel 
signed by all the’gentlemen present, and in a few days i 
above thtee thousand principal merchants, bankers, and 
traders. Shortly after the Bank began to issue one and two 
pound notes. 

The measure was sanctioned by the 37 Geo. III. cap. 28, find 
by a subsequent act of the same year, cap. 45, they were prohi- 
bited from issuing cash in payment of any debt or demand 
whatsoever, except in sums under twenty shillings. 

A writer of that day, referring to the subject of gold and 
paper currency, remarks: “ Gold and silver and other precious 
* metals have a twofold value—a value intrinsic and a value 
“ gonventional; they are valuable on account of their own 
** qualities, and they are valuable as the sign@and pledges of 
“ wealth. This distinction men learnt to make in the progress 
** of commerce, and there*never was an abstraction more 
* curious in itself, or in common affairs more important in its 
consequences. The conventional or arbitrary value of gold 
“ and silver, the signs and pledges of wealth, has been taken 
* off—has been abstracted from the solid metals and transferred 
“to paper—a very flimsy and unsubstantial body, and which 
« may be considered as holding a middle place between matter 
“.and spirit. It is not, however, the paper that is in fact the 
‘* substitute for money, but something still more exile—the 
promise, the act of fhe mind stamped upon it;'so that money 
has come to be not so much a substantial or material, as a 
metaphysical thing, and so easily multiplied that the number 
of paper dollars in America, assignats in France, and Bank- 
* notes in Great Britain, have almost exceeded calculation.” 
@ The prompt and decisive measures, however, which were 
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authorized. by the Piivy Council, and confirmed by Parliament, 
had the desired effect of entirely restoring public confidenge. 

On the 15th December 1803, an act was passed, to continue 
until six months after the ratification of a definitive treaty of 
peace the restrictions contained in the acts of 1797, 1798, 
1802, and 1803, on payments of cash by the Bank. 

By the 59th Geo. III. cap. 49, passed in 1819, the restrictions 
were to cease on the Ist May 1823. That act however provided, 
that whenever any person should tender to the Bank any “note 
or notes payable on demand, to an amount not less than ‘the 

ice or value of sixty ounces of gold, the Bauk should exchange 
the same for standard gold in bars at the following rates :— 


Between Ist February, and Ist October 1820, 

at the rate Of.sccccccccccseccoeees perounce £4 1 0 
Between Ist October 1820 and Ist May 1821... 319 6 
-- Ist May 1821 and Ist May 1823...... 3 17 104 





In 1816, £2,910,600 capital was added by the division among 
the proprietors of part of the surplus profits, at the rate of 
25 per cent., in proportion to the interest on the capital. 

In. May 1821 an act was passed, authorizing the Bank to 
pay in coin of the realm instead of ingots or bars of gold,*as 
provided for ###1819—thereby virtually authorizing the resump- 
tion of cash-payments. In July 1822, Parliament resolved that 
the burthen occasioned by the military and naval pensions and 
civil superannuations should be apportioned into equal annual 
payments to trustees, for a specific term of years; and voted, 
accordingly, that an equal annuity of £2,800,000, terminable 
at the end of forty-five years from the 5th of April 1822, 
should be vested in trustees named by Parliament, and that 
the said annuity should be charged on the Consolidated Fund. 
The trustees, under @n authority vested in them to sell and 
dispose of so-much of the annuity as might be necessary for 
enabling them to pay into the Exchequer the sums required 
by the acts, entered into an agreement with the Bank of 
England, in March 1823, by which the Bank are to pay within 
the years 1823 and 1828, both inclusive, the gross sum of 
£13,089,419, in consideration of the trustees transferring to 
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- the Bank-an annuity of £585,740, to:commence from the 5th 
Api@P1823, and to continue for a term of forty-four years, and 
then to cease. > : aay} 

‘ The sums payable by the Bank in each year are ‘as 

e@  follow:— 


In 1823......... seceeeeeeess£2,178,589 

1824... .esesccecsessenees 2,445,740 
; “ 1825... seseereceeeeeeeree 2,293,240 
e 1826 ..cccccccseccccsevess 2165, 740 

1827 ...cveeee eecerececcee 25030, 740 rs 
ORG. 5. sede sssseseee 1,976,870 
* : —_——— 
Total......£13,089,419 

jeo.s, The arrangement was confirmed by the act of May is23” 


» 22, 


There were two other important financial measures adopted 
in the same year, viz. the reduction in the Navy Five per Cent. 
to four per cent., every holder consenting to such reduction, 
receiving for every £100 five per cent. stock, £105 four per 
cent.; the other was the determination of the Bank to reduce 
their rates of discount from five to four per cent., which was 
howéter raised again in December to five per 7. 


* 
BANKS IN INDIA, 


Public as well as private, though not chartered banks, existed 
from an early period of the Company’s Government in India; it 
was not, however, till 1806 that a public chartered bank was 
established at Calcutta.» In that year the Bengal Government, 
upon the ground that it would be coriducive to the maintenance 
of public credit, to the augmentation of capital applicable to 
commerce, to the equalization of the value of money and to the 
reduction of interest, and, moreover, that it would enable the 
Governmentto withstand the combination of the monied interest, 
whether directed against Government or an individual, establish- 
ed a bank under the countenance and authority of Government. 
‘It was to consist of nine Directors, and Government were to 

" .have 
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have a voice in the management, by nominating hire of euch 
Directors. The subject was fully considered by the auth@rities 


at home, and their sanction obtained, under a persuasion that 


it might be productive of the advantages contemplated. In - 


order to remove all doubts whether the power of the local 
Governments were competent to the establishment of banks 
within the limits of the Supreme Courts, an act (the 47th 
Geo. III, cap. 68) was obtained, vesting the requisite powers 
in the Governments: subject, upon any occasion of its exercise, 
to approbation from England. 

¢ The advantages anticipated appear to have been fully rea- 
lized; Government was enabled to withdraw from tirculation a 
depreciated currency which embarrassed all its operations, and 
was productive of infinite inconvenience and injury to the 
Public 3 an unobjectionable currency was substituted; a fund 
was established which supplied the demands of the community ; 
no scarcity of specie was any longer heard of; the rate of 
interest, both on public and private loans, was reduced, and the 
Government relieved from all financial difficulty. 

The establishment of the Government Bank at Madras, 
which took place in 1805, was occasioned by intelligence 
having reached India of the hostile designs of the Fagnth ; 
when, amore other precautionary measures, it was deemed 
advisable to secure a deposit of funds. This bank was solely 
under the authority of Goverfment, upon which principle it 
has since_continued to be conducted. 

At sombay no bank under the authority of Government has 
yet been established. 
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Directors of Bik of England not to be Directors of the East-India 
oe Company. 


Bebe 111) And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
peti, nkand ‘at in all future election#of Governor, Deputy-Go- 








East - India » Or Directors of the respective corporations of 
Conipany #t °° th Bank of England and of the United Company of 

writ of England trading to the East-Indies, all 
and every or persons who shall be elected Governor, De- 


puty-Governor, } Director of the Bank of England, shall, during 
- . the year for whid he or they shall be elected, be incapable of being 


chosen 
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chosen iret ce*Dicecwors for the management of the affairs of the 
said (Jnited Company; and all and every person or persons who 
shall be elected a Director or Directors of the said United Company, 
shall, during the year for which he or they shall be so elected, be 


’ incapable of being chosen a Governor, or Deputy-Governor, or Di- 


1807. 
47 Geo. 3, 
c, 68, 

§ 8 


§ 9. 


rector or Directors of the Bank of England. 


Banks may be established in India. 


(2) And whereas it may be expedient that public Te Some 
bankssfor the deposit and loan of money, and thew nay ord cag 
neggtiation of securities, and other purposes, should public banks 
be established in the East-Indies, and that the indi- ‘here 
viduals who may become members thereof should be incorporated 
under and by the authority of the respective governments in the 
East-Indies ; but doubts have been entertained, whether the powers 
of those governments are competent to the establishment of such 
banks within the loeal limits of the jurisdiction of the several co 
of justice in India which have been established by his Majette 
charters, and it is expedient that such doubts should be removed; 
be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted and declared, that 
it shall and may be lawful to and for the several governments in the 
East-Indies to establish such public banks, with perpetual succession, 
and such rights, privileges, franchises, and immunities as are inci- 
dental or are usually granted to corporations legally erected in that 
part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called 
England, and under and subject to such terms and conditions as they 
shall ‘see fit; and that the several persons who shallgbe so incorpo- 
rated, and their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, shall 
have, hold, enjoy, and be entitled to all such rights, privileges, fran- 
chises, and immunities, as well within as beyond the local lintits of 
the jurisdiction of the several courts of justice so establiehed as afore- 
said, according to the true intent and meaning of thé Severarorders 
or acts, by virtue of which any such banks or corpo‘ations shall be 
so established: provided always, that the establishme)t of any such 
banks or corporations shall not be valid or effectual, til they shall 
have received the approbation of the Court of Dir tors of the said | 
Company, subject to the control of the Board of’ (Pmmissioners for 
the Affairs of India for the time being. & 


Members, or Subscribers to Banks. | 


(3) And be it enacted, that it shall and may Pegs = .. 
lawful to and for all persons whomsoever in the sf~ the receding 
vice of the said Company, and for all the judgesPf may subscribe to 
the several courts of justice in India, to subscribe/® wes: , 
and become members of any such bank or corporg°n as aforesaid, 
and that it shall be lawful to and for any person | persons in the 


service 
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e said Company to be elected or appirated tox to 
rs or managers thereof; any thing containedgjn the 


at 
id aetet she thirty-third year of his present Majesty's reign, Or 47 = s, 
any other act ¢f ‘Parliament, ‘to tlie contrary thereof in anywise not- c. 68, § 9. 
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(4) Provided aways, and be it further enacted, that No judge to be 
no judge of any of the said courts of justice in India, chennai 
established by hi Majesty's charter, shall be capable of being 
appointed to or hiding’ the office of the director or manager of any 


such bank or corporition, e 
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21 Geo. 3, 
P c. 65, § 34, 
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“BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 
AFFAIRS OF INDIA. 





Previous to 1781, the affairs of India were adminjstered by 
the East-India Company, without any direc/control on the part 
of his Majesty’s Government. In that el it was enacted by 
Parliament, that thé Court of Director/ should deliver to the® 
Lords of Treas »jopies of all letters nd orders relating to 
the revenues of . e Company, and tcone of his Majesty’s 
Secretaries of Stat copies of all letter, and orders relating to 
the civil and milit.. y government and ahirs of the Company, 
or of their servants in India; also tha the Court should be 
bound by such instructions as they mght receive from his 
Majesty, through one of the Secretaries of State, so far as 
relaged to the conduct and transactions of th, Company. and 
their servants with the country powers in Ind, as well to the 
levying war as to making peace. 

This arrangement continued in force vl the year 1784, 
when it was superseded by the act of 24t! (GeoMf1I, cap. 25, 
under which the Board of Commissioners os i Affairs of India 


_.was first constituted. 


Ti’ cr : tement of the circus °s which led-to 
the institution o\ “oard, may ~™ u introduction 
to the various enat _ which prescribe ...c nature and extent 
of the powers with _ ich it is invested. : 
» About the year 30, various discussions upon points con- 
nected with India ok place in the House of Commons, and 
were continued /ith great earnestness Wuring the two suc- 
ceeding years. n 1782 a Select committee of the House of 
Commons was ‘pointed, for the specific purpose of inquiring 
into the stat the administration of justice in India, andtof 
considering) w the British possessions in the East could, be 
held with ; t advantage to Great Britain, as well as to the 
native pox, ition of India. The session of 1782 closed with- 
out any mesure being proposed to Parliament; but the affairs 


of the Compart, and the necessity of framing some regula- 
tions 
ae. 
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Pe: year 1783 Sade The situation of the Beer julith "ah 
A pany will reqnire the utmost exertions of your wisdom to 

* maintain andygmprove the valuable advantages derived from , « 
* our Indian possessions, and to promote and to secure’the 
* happiness of the a inhabitants of those provinces.”” ‘On 

the! 18th°of “Novembe® in that year, leave was given to bring 

in a bill for vesting the affairs of the Company in the hands 

of commissioners, for the benefit of the proprietors and the 
‘public; wd” algo another bill for’ the better government of 

the! territorial possessions ‘and dependencies in iitdia. These 

bills were subsequently formed into one, well known as “ Mr, 

® Fox’s East-India Bill.’ The following is a brief outline of 'e 
thenators of the bills, their objects, and the grounds upoh 





which thy \were brought forward and opposed. 
By the’ former of these bills the whole goverument and 
management of the territorial possessions, revenues, and corm- 


merce of the Company, together with all the sire 
mentee in the Courts of Directors or by eitommmnonid be 
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erage R 
Geo. Ang. Northe# 
Mr, Gregory. ; 

Nine Assistant-yj 
each, were to be | ; 
the commercial 4 
orders of, and be | , ae ‘ors before named. 
Frectors were to be filled by 
stant-Directors by the Pro- 
1. 


: AIP vacancies iy 
his Majesty, and § 
prietors, at an eled 
The ‘Assistant-P , 
Directors; the Directors and™ 
téhoveabie-by his Majesty, upon an address of either House 
of Parliament. 
“The Directors'were to have authority to remove, suspend, 
appoint, or restore any of the officers in the Company’s service, 
either civil’@r military. 
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be removeable by. five 
)stant-Directors were to be 
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; part 
tion hud taken place:—each Director was to enter por = 


his vote on the particular case. A decision w 
any differences or doubts which might arise amongst the 
bers of the Governments in India, wi three oi : 
the account should have reached the Directors. if any delay 
in such decision, their reasons were to be entered for noticomitig ©” 
to a determination. Pol heap | sn 
The Directors and Assistant-Directors were not to hold any 


office whatever in the service of the Company, or any plate of — 


profit from the Crown, during pleasure. The Directors were 
not disqualified from sitting in the House of Commons. Each” 
Assistant-Director was to receive a salary of £500 per annum | 
from the Company. 

The second bill went to explain the powers vested in the 
Govgenor-General and Council by the act of 1773, and forbad 
the exchs By acquisition, or invasion 1 of tid sper? in India; 


Pt vie British creditors ; 
néral in Council over 
ind treaties; disquali- 
fell persons in the. 
ouse of Commons _ 
t, and for a certain” f 
dy, it directed that. 
be prosecuted “in » 
s Bench. 

é bills were, first, 


time after their qn 
all.offences against the prop 
ihe courts in India, or in the 
The arguments urged in oppie 
the arbitrary defeasance of thé Chartered Fights of the Courts of 
Proprietors and Directors, withdut a justifiable —plea of neces- 
sity; and, secondly, the dangerous power lodged in the _— 
of the new commissioners. ‘ 
The supporters of the bill, with regard to the first dhjetlin, 
referred to the acts of 1773, depriving the £500 stock-holders 
of the right of yoting, and to the act of 1781; which, it was 
; ei _contended, 
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ed rights. They ced, that i it was redinitted all 
Pi _ Sides “that some revision was Tequi ite, and asked how it Was 
: vy" le to attempt any regulation without: violating the Com- 
_.pany’s charter. On the other side ity was contended that, 
rae % though some reform was necessary, the extent of the remedy 





went infinitely beyond the extent of the necdgity; thar he 






disfranchisement of the members of the 
confiscation of their property, could only be 
of delinquency legally established. It was replied, thay the bill 
vested it in the Company in trust for the sole benefit of the 
Proprietors. 

But to whom, it was asked, were the Propeistd to apply 
for relief in cases of the grossest abuse of the trust A It could 
only be to Parliament; where, in any dispute, the \corrupt 
influence created by the bills would readily procure w any 
minister a majority in his favour. \ 

In support of the bills, accouuts were brought forwardyo 
shew that the Company were on the verge of bankruptcy 
whilst, on the other side, it was averred that these accounts 
were absolutely false; and another account was presented to 
the House, prepared by the Court of Directors, shewing a 
balance of nearly four millions in the Company’s favour. 

The second head of abuses brought forward related to-the 
government in India. Three points were noticed as affected 
by the prevailing system: first, the independent powers of that 
country, against whom, it was contended, extravagant projects 
and expensive wars had been entered into by the Company, 
for the purpose of extending their dominions: secondly, the 
states in alliance with us, or dependent on us, towards whom 
a ruinous interference had been exercised, their rights in- 
vaded, aids and tribute unjustly exacted, and the enormous 
peculations" bf the Company’s ‘servants, and disorders and 


. rapacity of the military ; and, thirdly, our own territorial pos- 


s@sions, governed with the single view of transmitting wealth 
to Europe. 

Although the evils were allowed to exist, still the pictur 
drawn of them was deemed to be much exaggerated; but whilst 
remedies were admitted to be necessary, a total change -of 

system 


that, by amending a few errors and ‘supplying a few defects, 
‘-~“a control mht ‘be ‘established over’ the’ ta ae ‘sufficient’ 










the Cumpanly’s t mri 
cousonant to’ policy’and | cn and, nc 
collusion between the servants of the Company and’ 
masters had been given by act’ of Parliamént, ‘it'was 


for the of good government, without the violen: 
lition of iss rights, as aimed at by the’ proposed bite es 
argumeit most strongly insisted upon was, the creation’ ede Oy 
new and unconstitutional power—a kind of fourth estate in the’ 
realm; and by the enormous influence it lodged in thé hands 
of a faction for four years, might, in the end, annihilate the ~ 
power of the Crown and subvert the constitution. 

The bill excited the immediate and warm opposition of the 
Directors and Proprietors: an appeal against it was agreed to * 


_in the General Court, on the 21st of November 1783: A peti- 


tion ‘from the Company was accordingly presented to the 
House of Commons on the 25th of that month, setting forth 
that the proposed bill destroyed the constitution, and wholly 
subverted the rights and privileges given to the Company by 
their charter, made for valuable considerations, and confirmed @ 
by divers acts of Parliament, confiscating their property;and 
seizing and taking possession of all their lands, tenements, 
houses, ‘warehouses, and other buildings, books, records,» ae 
charters, letters and other papers, ships, vessels, goods, wares," ay 
merchandize, money, securities for money, and other effects 
belonging to the Company (a proceeding most contrary to’ the 
sacred rights of British subjects), and praying ‘to liner 8 : 
counsel. Messrs. Rous and Dallas were appointed counsel)“ ” 
In the debate on the 27th November 1783, Mr. Pitt ‘stated’ 
that he had pledged himself to the House,” and to the world 
at large, to point out the dreadful tendency of th@ bill on every 
thing dear and sacred to Englishmen, to prove its inimical 
influence on the constitution and liberties of the ‘country, id 
to establish, by undeniable evidence, the false and pérnicious 
principles on which it was founded. ‘The alleged bankruptey 
of the East-India Company, he coiltended, was not proved; 
but had it been founded, he denie@ it to be a fit plea to warrant 
» the =| 


eS Se 





teges f | 2: pe too scrupulous’ an, 
Hard too constientious an adherence to their’ sh 


mts, to support the minister in one of . 
ented, most desperate and alarming 
ercise’ of tyranny that ever disgraced the 
any other country. Alluding to Mr. Fox, he 
Sa ht honourable gentleman, whose eloquence 
ties would lend a grace to deformity, has 
passions, and pressed home the distressed 
rs unhappy natives of India, a situation which 
“a must deeply deplore and anxiously wish to 
ae e: butjought the right honourable gentleman to pro- 
© ceed to the protection of the oppressed abroad, by enforcing . 
= * “ithe most’ unparalleled oppression at home ? Was the relief to 
Pik “* be administered in Asia, to be grounded on violence and 
ae « injustice in Europe ?” 
Mg. Pitt afterwards justified the financial statement set forth 
Fe by the Court of Directors, and moved the adjournment of the 
BY: debate: which motion was negatived by 229 noes to 120 ayes. 
et On the 8th December the bill passed the Commons, on a divi- 
\" gion of 208 to 102, and was the next day carried to the Lords. 
It has been remarked, that on the division, several of the 
( .. members well known as the friends of his Majesty gave their 
% tes on the side of opposition. It was, however, geuerally 
imagined that ministers were too strong to be affected, and it 
¥ is deemed to the last degree improbable that they should 
have adopted a measure of such infinite importance, either 
gut knowing, or contrary to, the inclinations of the King. 
~\ "The ‘Company lost no time in presenting a petition to the 
” House of Lords, similar in import to that which had been laid 
| before the House of Commens ; and here the appeal was more 
h suceesstul. Onthe first reading, which took place the 11th 
" December, Earl Temple, Lord Thurlow, and the Duke of 
uy Richifpond, ‘expressed their abhorrence of the measure in the 
Me most unqualified terms. The second reading was fixed for 
is Monday the 15th December. Various rumours began to cir- 
culate, It was confidently ‘affirmed that Earl, Temple had 


been ordered to attend the Kigg, and that a written note had 
F . been 
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“ in stronger words, lie had full angen do's” -Ciroums | 
stances which took place on the second reading: of the bi 
the 15th December, appeared to confirm the truth’ of: eTep 
—Severiil peers who hid entrusted their proxies to th et 
and his sa: withdrew them only.a ‘few, ace b 


wl hie rset of 79 to 87. In the debate, om i ae 
tion for adjournment moved by the Duke of Chandos,) forthe’ 
purpose of hearing counsel, Lord ‘Temple acknowl 4) that: an 
he had been admitted to ‘an audience of the King, and coh} fe s 
tended that, as a peer of the realm, he had wright tovofferhis” 
Majesty such advice as “he might think proper: ‘Hehadjvhe’ ~~ 
said, given his advice: what that was he would not*say-—itawas'\~ 
lodged in the breast of the King; nor would ‘he declare the! 
purport of it without his Majesty’s consent, »or till he enw a : 
proper occasion. “But though he would» not declare ‘affirma= 
tively what his advice to his sovereign was; he wowld tell their, > 
Lordships, negatively, what it was not—it was not mean aaa 
the principles and object$ of the bill. . 
In the House of Commons, reference was made tothe abdve- 
mentioned ‘reports, and a motion was submitted by Mr. Baker, | — 
* That it®*is now necessary to declare, that ‘to report any 
“ opinion, or pretended opinion of his Majesty, upon any Re, 
“ or other proceedings depending in’ either House of Parliae 
“ ment, with ‘a view to influence the votes of ‘the Saale Se 
“ a high crime and misdemeanor, derogatory tothe ‘hong é 
_ the Crown, a breach of the fundamental pie e Ree 
“ ment, and subversive of ‘the. constitution.” “Lord Maiaila® be 
* seconded the motion: which was strongly*opposed by Mri Pitt, 
who, with reference to the criminality of the facts which were _ 
the subjects of these reports, denied that it was criminal in 
any of the peers; who were the acknowledged hergjitaty 
counsellors of the crown, to give his advice to the King, in any~ * 
case whatever; and as to the breach of privilege of Parliament, | 
he contended that the precedents which had been read from’ 
ei ers = selected dpom the glorious times'of King” 
Sea ets Cee 











nite the. motion was earried by’ aac 


ila asaviitnll i into. a committee of shewhele paler 
into consideration the present state of the nation. . 
ing chase: of ministers. appeared to be determined, on, 
equently, a dissolution of Purliament, immediately. 
resolutions Mr. Erskine moyed, * that it. is neces- 
to the most essential interests of this -kingdem, and 
% “peculiarly. ‘incumbent on this House; to pursue with unre- 
| “xnitting attention the consideration of a suitable remedy: for 
+> “the ‘abuises, which have prevailed in the government of the 
A | $. British dominions in the East-Indies; and that this House 
ae “Swill consider as an enemy to his country any person who 
“shall presume to advise his Majesty to prevent, or in any 
“manner interrupt the discharge of this gmportant duty.” 
“*® The motion was opposed as factious, and touching on the, 
undoubted prerogative of the Crown without any justifiable 
cause." A member observed, that the true meaning and intent 
of \the motion was, “ that it.is necessary, for securing the pre-_ 
* sent, administration’s continuance in office, that no dissolu: 
“gion of Parliament should take place*at present.” 
The motion was, however, carried by the same majority as 
the former. On Wednesday, the 17th December, the bill was 
ees by the Lords, on a division of ninety-five te seventy- 


“At. ‘trelye o’clock on the following night, the 18th Decem- 
k Boe ber, a. messenger <lelivered to the two Secretaries of State his 
fg 7 peal orders, “ that they should deliver.up the seals of 
“their offices, and send them by the under Secretaries, Mr. 
PR aes and, Mr. Nepean, as a personal interview on the 
** ovcasion would be disagreeable to him.” 
Lord Temple received the seals. from his Majesty, and his 
* Lordship sent letters ,of dismission to the Cabinet Council. the 
st \ followige day,, At the,same time, Mr. Pitt was appointed Virst 
Bs . Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor, of the Exchequer; and 
* ° Earl, Gower President, of the Council. On the. 22d, Lord 
- Temple resigned the seals of ifice, and“they were, delivered 
to aerate (as sth tes “ia, army for spacer Depart-, 
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Gord Thurlow was appointed Lori Chanee 
Rutland, Lord Privy-Seal; “Wiseount Howe, 
Admiralty ;" and ihe Duke of Richinond, “Mastet- ren 
the Ordnance; Mr. William Grenville ‘and! Lord Mulgr: . 
succeeded Mr. Burke in the Pay-Office ; pnd. Mr. 

Dundas was appointed Treasurer of the’ Navy. 

On the fate of the bill being communicated tot 
Court, gn the 19th December, a motion was Mal i 
“ the thanks of the Court be presented eric 
* of the Court of Directors (naming each); -for their steady, 

“ virtuous, and manly fortitude, in adhering to, their ‘duity, 
“and opposing the late violent attempts’ ihade “upon the : 
chartered rights and franchises of the Company, also for the 

assistance thus rendered to the Comshittee of Proptistors, 

“ appointed by the General Court to watch over the rights of 

« the Company and maintain their privileges.” Anamend- | 
ment was moved, “ to leave out the names of the fourteen 
“ members, and insert the words * the Court of” Ditectors he 
which was lost, and the original motion carried by a 
Jarge majority; the Directors who were named being | Bb 

Nathaniel Smith, Esq., Chairman ; q 
William Devaynes, Esq. Deputy Chairmen ; ; 
Benjamin Booth, Esq. 
William Bensley, Esq. 
Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 
Charles Boddam, Esq. : 
Lionel Darell, Esq. ane 
John Hunter, Esq. = 
William Mills, Esq. oe. 
Thomas Parry, Esq. nib, 1 ra 
John Roberts, Esq. 

Samuel Smith, jun. Esq. 

Lawrence Sulivan, Esq. and ae 
John Townson, Esq. > 4 op 

Unanimous votes of thanks were passed to George iSkin, iy 
Esq., and Richard Atkinson, Esq., for their services in the 
Committee of Prop?ietors, and to the Council who had , de- 


oan the PRPS rights, at the bars of both Houses of 4 
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 6 
alii ‘and three proprietors were unanimously requestedy” 
to. come forward as candidates to fill the three vacancies occa- 
sioned by the resignations of Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart., and 
Jacob Wilkinson, Esq., and the death of Sir William James, 
Bart, 

At a General Court held on the following day, a unani- 
mous resolution was passed, declaratory of the Company’s.” 
readiness at all times to treat in an amicable manner with his 
Majesty’s ministers, upon all such regulations of the Com- 
pany’s affairs as shall be for the general welfare of the public and 
the Company. Votes of thanks also were passed unanimously to 
the “Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Common Council and Livery of 
the city of London, for the ready and firm assistance given 
by them to the Company ; and to John Smith, Esq., the Com- 
pany’s solicitor, for the great ability, zeal, and diligence he 
had shewn in defence of the Company’s rights; and it was 
unanimously recommended to the Court of Directors to make 
such complimentary present as they might think fit to the 
counsel employed in the Company’s defence, and also to the 
Company’s solicitor. 

A report being prevalent of an intended dissolution of 
Parliament, the House of Commons went into a committee 
on the State of the Nation, on the 22d of December 1783, 
and agreed to supplicate his Majesty not to dissolve the Par- 
liament; urging, among other considerations, the” necessity 
for “reformation in the government of the East-Indies at 
‘*‘ home and abroad.” 

His Majesty was pleased, on the 24th December 1783, to 
signify his acquiescence in the request of the House of Com- 
mons; and, in his reply, his Majesty observed, “ the state 
* of the East-Indies is an object of as much delicacy and 
‘‘ importance as can exercise the wisdom and justice of 
“* Parliament.” 

A resolution having been proposed by Lord Beauchamp, 
and agreed to by the House, restricting the Company from 
accepting bills of exchange but under certain conditions, and 
another resolution moved by the Earl ofSurrey for an address 
to his Majesty, praying that his Majesty would not grant the 
office of \ eed of the Ducky of Lancaster to any person, 
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gene than during pleasure, before the. ee ee 
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use adjourned to the 12th of that month. ~ 

Conferences had been held between his Majesty’ ates 
and the Court of Directors, with the view of framing a bill to 
be submitted to Parliament for the future government of the 
Company: the same having been agreed upon, it was com- 


“municated by the Court of Directors to the Court of Pro- 


prietors on the 8th of January 1784; “Who, on ‘the 10th, 
adopted@the following resolution by the- ballot, the numbers 
being 250 ayes and 50 nays: “ that, confiding i in the wisdom 
* of Parliament for an effectual relief in the respite of duties, 
“« for such time as the exigency of the Company’s affairs Thay 
‘ appear to require, and for permitting the acceptance of the 
unaccepted bills, so that they may become payable at such 
times as it shall appear that the Company will, “in the 
ordinary course of their affairs, be able to pay the same; 
and also confiding that all appointments of servants and the 
management of the Company’s commerce shall remain: 
wholly with the Company; it is the opinie#®of this Court, 
that it will be expedient for the Company cheerfully to 
acquiesce in the following powers being vested in Govern- 
ment, wz. first, that all despatches to or from India on the 
subject of the civil or military government or revenue be 
communicated to one of the King’s ministers, and that 
the Directors shall be bound to conform to his Majesty’s 
* pleasure, signified within a competent time; thereupon the 
Company confiding that such controlling power will be 
vested in an efficient minister, or other person or persons, 
enabled by their situation and functions to attend to the 
‘ affairs of the Company as they arise—Secondly, that as 
despatches to India relative to commercial affairs “may be 
connected with the civil or military government or revenues 
of the Company, all despatches on commercial affairs shall 
also be transmitted in like manner; and the minister to 
whom they are transmitted shall have power to put a nega- 
tive thereupon, in such cases only where the commercial 
* affairs are connected with the civil or military government 
or revenues of the Company, stating his reasons in writing 
for such negative; and if the Company shall net alter the 

“ same 


Ad 


_ BOARD. OF COMMISSIONERS. hee 


same ‘mi as to. obtain its approbation, they may apply by 
“petition to his Majesty in Council, whose decision on tite 
“ matter in dispute shall be conclusive.” 

_ On the 14th January, four days after the above resolutions 
had been agreed to by the Proprietors, Mr. Pitt moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, “ for the better Government and 
w Management | of the Affairs of the East-India Company.” 
Such bill was accordingly introduced on the 16th of January 
1784,, and, read a second time on the 23d; but, on ghe fhotion 
for its ‘Deing committed, was lost: the numbers having been, 
214 for, and 222 against the motion. 

@o sooner had this decision taken place, than Mr. Fox gave 
notice of his intention to bring in another bill, “ for the 
“ *, better Regulation and Management of the Affairs of the 

East-India Company.’ 

On the following day, as.an impression prevailed that a disso- 

lution of Parliament would take place, Mr. Powys asked the 
minister whether he could pledge himself that the House 
should. mee there in Parliament on Monday next. The 
minister was also called upon to give the House some satis- 
factory reasons for his continuing in office, after repeated resolu- 
tions had passed againsthim. Mr. Pitt observed, that alfhough 
a minister continuing at his post after the House of Commons 
had declared him undeserving of their confidence was novel and 
extraordinary, yet it was by no means unconstitutional. He 
_conceived that, by the constitution, neither the appointment 
or removal of a minister rested with that House. That he 
neither could or ought to remain long in such a situation; 
but it behoved him to consider who were likely to be his 
successors; and he was bound in honour and duty so far to 
support the prerogative of the Crown, as not to quit a situa- 
tion because it was become difficult or dangerous, till he saw 
, some prospect of its being filled in a manner more acceptable 
to all the parties concerned. 

With the view of promoting a reconciliation of parties, a 
meeting of nearly seventy members took place on the 26th 
January, at the St. Albun’s Tavern; but the Duke of Portland 
declined having any interview with Mr. Pitt, so long as the 
latter held his situation of prime minister in defiance of the 

* F 4 resolutions 





moved a resolution, having for its object.t ‘thie, reprehensio 
Mr. Pitt’s refusal to resign, declaring ‘ that the, continuance 
“ of the present ihinisters in office, was an. obstacle to, the 

‘$ forming a firm, efficient, extended, and, 1 ite 
“ tion.” This motion. was strongly opposed, on the grounds 
of the"grawing popularity of the new administration, an 
House were adjured not to provoke the’ people 10 goto the 
foot of the throne and implore the Croway to rescue, them from 
its tyranny....Mr. Pitt threw himself on the en | justige 
of the House, but declared firmly that he by any 
management be induced to resign. . To merchgout of Fiaitpost 
with a halter about his neck, change his armour, and. meanly 
beg to be readmitted and considered as a volunteer in thearimy of 
the enemy, was an humiliation to which he would never submit. 

In the House of Lerds, on the 4th. of February, Lord 
Effingham brought forward a motion, declari , accord- 
‘ing to the known principles of this excell Phbuativuiion, 
“the undoubted authority of appointing to, the great offices 
‘* of the executive government is solely yested in his Majesty, 
“and that this House has every reason to place; the firmest 
* reliance in his Majesty’s wisdom in the exercise of thisjpre- 
+ rogative.” It passed without a division; and. an neldboase 
founded thereon, was presented to the King. 

It appears that his Majesty wrote to Mr. Pitt on the day 
this address was expected to be moved in the House of Lords, 
and expressed himself in this manner, after lamenting the : 
Jength to which the House of Commons had gone: “I trust 
** the House of Lords will this day feel that the hour is come 
for which the wisdom of our ancestors established that 
“* respectable corps in the state, to prevent either the Crown 
“ or the Commons from encroaching on each other. Indeed, 
** should not the Lords stand boldly forth, this constitution 
* must soon be changed; for if the only two remaining pri- 
“* vileges of the Crown are infringed, that of negativing bills 
.**:which have passed both Houses of Parliament, and that of 
‘ aming the minisvers to be employed, I cannot but feel, 
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ze ae ay Petlbn, that I cam be no longer of 
Risa utility. to this country, nor can with honour continue in 
“© this island. mitts 

On the Mth°of February, in a debate in the House of 
Commons, on the necessity of a ministry being formed which 
should embrace members of both administrations, Mr. Fox 
avowed his opinion that the House of Commons had,*and 
ought to have, a real and substantial negative in the nomina- 
tion of minister of state. Mr. Pitt declared, that he would 
not recede from his former determination. He denied that 
thete Were any constitutional means to force him to resign ; 

# the proper method was by an address to the Crown. 

During these transactions, addresses from the corporation 
and’ merchants of London, and from various parts of the 
country, were presented to the King, strongly expressive of 
their confidence in the ministers, condemning the violent pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons in consequence of Mr. 
Fox’s ‘dismissal from office, and promising support to his 
Majesty >. exercise of his constitutional prerogative. 

Endeavours to bring about an amicable negotiation being 
still persevered in, it was suggested that the Duke of Portland 
should ‘be requested by the King to have a conference with 

*Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new administration. 
Phis proposition was reluctantly acceded to by the King, who 
_~on the 15th February 1784 wrote to Mr. Pitt: “ My present 
“ situation is, perhaps, the most singular that ever occurred, 
-. “either in the annals of this or any other country; for the 
“8 House of Lords, by a not less majority than near two to one, 
‘have declared in my favour, and my subjects at large, in a 
“much more considerable proportion, are not less decided ; 
© to combat which Opposition have only a majority of twenty, 
“or at most thirty, in the House of Commons, who, I am 
* sorry to add, seem as yet willing to prevent the public sup- 
* plies. Though I certainly have never much valued popu- 
“larity, yet Ido not think it is to be despised wheri arising 
& from a rectitude of conduct, and when it is to be retained 
«by following’ the same respectable path which conviction® 
* makes me esteem—that of duty; as calculated to prevent 
one branch of the legislature from annihilating the other 
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“two, and seizing also the. executive power, erie di has. | 
“no claim. Iwill, though. reluctantly, go so far as to autho- 


“ rize a message in my name, to. be carried. to the. uke of 
“ Portland, expressing a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may 
* confer, on the means of forming an administration on a 
“wide basis, as the only means of healing the diyisions which 
* step the business of the nation. Should the Duke of Port- 
“« landy when required by me, refuse to meet"Mr. Pitt, more 
“ especially upon the strange plea he has as yet held forth” 
(a. refusal to resign), “ I must here declare, that I shall not 
“ deem it right for me ever to address myself again to bim. 
‘«* The message must be drawn on paper,.as must.every thing 
in such a negociation, as far as my name is concerned,” 

A message was accordingly sent by Mr. Pitt to the Duke; but 
misunderstanding as to the terms of the message rendered all 
hopes of a coalition illusory. *On the 18th February, Mr. Pitt, 
in reply to some questions put to him, informed. the House 
‘** that his Majesty, after a consideration of all the ¢ircum- 
‘¢ stances of the country, had not thought proper sto dismiss 
“ his ministers, and that his ministers had not resigned,” A 


warm debate ensued, in which it was remarked, that the only . 


course would be to refuse the supplies; and it. was proposed 
to defer the ordnance estimates by the question. of adjourn- 
ment, which was carried by 208 to 196. On, the following 
day, Mr. Powys, who had voted with Mr, Fox, stated that he 
was ready to yote the supply, relying with the utmost confi- 
dence that his. Majesty would atténd to the voice of his faithful 
Commons, and gratify those wishes with which their anxiety 
for the constitution inspired them. Mr, Pitt declared that he 
would not, enter into any compromise; he would not stipulate 
any condition for the passing of the supply. When any pro- 
position should be submitted to the House, it would. be for 
the House to. dispose of it as they should think, proper;, but 
he would never make any compromise upon the subject, , The 

ordnance supplies appear to have gone on in the usual course. 
On the 20th of February, a resolution was moyed by Mr. 
“Powys for an address. to his Majesty, having for its object the 
removal of ministers. On this occasion Mr. Pitt, in reply.to 
Mr. Fox, who had reprobated the numerous addresses pre- 
semged 
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‘the. tight honourable gentleman had appeared in a charac- 
ter perfectly new to’him—-he is the champion of the majo- 


‘tity of this house ‘against the voice of the people. It is by 


way of complimenting the people of England that ‘their 
opinions are stated to be founded in imposture; and then, 
by way of libelling their addresses, and of libelling this 
‘reign, he recalls to your mind the addresses offered in the 


‘infamous reign of Charles II, and warning them ‘not to 
“trust at all to'the most unanimous addresses of the people 


of Eygland, by summarily mentioning those which were 
offered to that monarch, requesting the Crown to take into 
its hands and protection the several charters of this country. 


“The allusions must not pass off unexplained. The case was 


this: after many cruel and scandalous decisions in the 
courts against chartered companies, in a fit of desperation, 
the several corporations offered their charters to the Crown, 
as the only protection against this tyranny—and is this to be 
cited™by way of libelling the addresses of the people at this 
time? The right honourable gentleman is exasperated and 
surprised at the manly spirit of the people, who will not 
wait till their charters are prostituted to the purpose of 
ministers, and then seek relief by yielding them to the 
Crown, but who boldly resist the violence in the first 
instance, and who are as hardy in their resistance as the 
right honourable gentleman has been in his attack. The 
right honourable gentleman asks, how should the people 
understand the India Bill? Do they know the abuses in 
India? True, they may not have read all the voluminous 
reports; neither, perhaps, have one-half of ‘the members 


‘of the house: but they know that no correction of abuses 


in India, not even the rescuing India from loss or annihila- 
tion, could compensate for the loss of the constitution. The 
plain sense of this country could see that the objection to 
the India-bill was, that it raised up a new power in the con- 
stitution ; that it stripped at once the Crown of its preroga- — 
tive and the people of their chartered rights, and that it 
created the right honourable gentleman the dictator of his 
‘king and his country.” 

The 
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The address was, however, carried: hy a majority ‘of t twenty, 
the numbers being 197 to 17%, and presented to. the! King 
on the 25th. His Majesty’s reply was reported to the House 
by the speaker, on the 27th, in which his Majesty de- 
clared that he could not see that the divisions and distractions 
of the country could at all be remedied by the dismission of 
ministers. On the Ist March his Majesty’s answer was con- 
sidered by the House of Commons, when another address 
was agreed to, in which the House claimed as a right, to 
advise his Majesty on every proper occasion touching “the 
exercise of his royal prerogative, and urging the emoval 
of ministers. The numbers for the address were 201 to 
189. It was presented on the 4th. His Majesty’s reply ex-, 
pressed a conviction that the objects contemplated were not 
likely to be obtained by the dismission of ministers. His 
Majesty’s answer was ordered to be taken into consideration 
on the 8th of March. On that day Mr. Fox moved that a 
representation be presented to his Majesty, in which it was 
stated, that it had been the practice of the House to withhold 
supplies until grievances were redressed, and that the con- 
tinuation of the administration was an innovation upon the 
system which had til! then prevailed. The motign was carried 
by a majority of one only, the numbers being 191 to 190; 
upon which it was ordered, without a division, that the repre- 
sentation should be presented to his Majesty by such members 
as were privy counsellors. 

Mr. Pitt sent to his Majesty at Windsor an account of what 
had passed. In the answer which he received were the follow- 
ing pastages: “ The avowal that all negotiation is at an end 
** gives every reason to hope that, by a firm and proper ‘con- 
“duct, this faction will be deserted by many, and at length 
< io forgot. I shall ever with pleasure consider, that by the 

prudence as well as rectitude of one person in the House 
Commons, this great change has been effected; and that 
“he will ever be able to reflect, with satisfaction, that in hav- 
“ ing supported me he has saved the constitution, the most 
“ perfect of human formation,” ma 

The Mutiny bill and. some other bills as to supplies, were 
passed, and nothing of moment occurred till the 22d of March, 

when, 


Se 
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when, upon the"Secretary at War moving the order of the day 
for a committee on the army estimates, Sir Grey Cooper 
mentioned 1 the report of an intended dissolution of Parliament, 
which measure he termed daring and unwarrantable. Various 
inquiries were made of the minister by several members, who 
took no notice of them. On the following day Mr. Eden, 
Lord North, and General Conway suecessively mentioned the 
subject; but Mr. Pitt remained silent. 

On the 24th the King went to the House of Lords, and 
after giving the royal assent to several bills, delivered a speech, 
in the,course of which his Majesty stated that, “on a full 
kt pial Mai of the present situation of affairs, and of the 
“ extraordinary circumstances which have produced it, I am 
‘* induced to put an end to this session of Parliament. I feel 
* it a duty which I owe to the constitution and to the country, 
“in such a situation, to recur as speedily as possible to the 
* sense. of my people by calling a new Parliament. I can 
** have no other object but to preserve the true principles of 
“ our free and happy constitution, and to employ the powers 
“ entrusted to me by law for the only end for which they were 
“* given, the good of my people.” The dissolution took place 
on the 25th March, and the new Parliament was summoned 
to meet on the 18th May. 

Thus ended a contest which decided the point at issue; a 
point which was considered by the nation to involve the preser- 
vation of our constitution. Mr. Pitt’s age, at the period when 
these memorable struggles took place, was only twenty-five. 

Parliament met on the 18th of May; Mr. Pitt was elected 
to represent the university of Cambridge. A scrutiny being 
demanded on the return for Westminster, Mr, Fox took his 
seat for some Scotch boroughs, through the interest of Sir 
Thomas Dundas. 

On the 19th, after approving Mr. Cornwall as Speaker, his 
Majesty addressed the Houses of Lords and Commons. The 
speech contained the following passage on the affairs of India: 
* Whilst the effairs of the East-India Company form an 
“ object of deliberation deeply connected with the general 
* interests of the country—whilst you feel a just anxiety to 
“ provide for the good goverfment of our possessions in that 
“ part 


- 
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** part of the world, you will, Lseust, never lose sight of the. 
effect which any measure to be adopted. for that purpose may. 
“ have on our own) constitution, and our dearest: > pagar ato’ 

* home.” : b rere ty 4 

The. aden which was moved. returned gqrenkpts to his: Ma 
jesty for the late dissolution. To this Lord Surrey o jected, | - 
and moved by way of amendment “ that it should be omitted.” 
The importance of unanimity was pressed upon the minister;* 
who-declined. purchasing it at the @xpemse of a great constitu- 
tional question: a division took place, when‘the: numbers for 
the original address were 282, and against it 114. T. is nega | 
tive given to Lord Surrey’s motion was considered }42.s0 un- 
equivocal. an approbation of the “dissolution, that, no eridibot 
question was brought forward by Opfosition on the subject. 

Measures for improving the revenue, and for settling the 
affairs jof the East-India Company, : pace the attention, of 
Parliament. 

‘ith regard to the first, amongst other measures was, that 
of the: Commutation Act. (Vide Tea.) 

With reference to the East-India Company, a. peril had 
been presented by the Company on the 26th May; stating ) 
their inability to discharge a debt due to the public; and, 
under existing circumstances, they were incapacitated from 
accepting bills drawn from India, or from making a dividend, 
and praying such relief as the House might see fit. .The 
Directors being called on, afforded information which was 
referred to a select committee, Mr. Dundas. being:chairman. 
The committee reported on the 22d June, which report was 
printed.. After some discussion a bill was brought in, au- 
thorizing the Company to make a dividend at the: rate of eight. 
per cent. ; and also for enabling them to accept: bills, of ex- 
change (with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury): drawn: 
on them:from India, beyond the amount laid down bythe act. 
of 1773, viz. £300,000 in any one year.’ These two: objects » 
being effected, the next measure was that of providing for the» 
permanent regulation and future government of the East-India 
Company, and their various and extensive affairs. 

A bill was accordingly brought into the House by Mr. Pitt, 
on the 6th July 1784 ; on which occasion he observed, that: his + 


endeavours 
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endeavours were directed to suggesting the means of doing: the 
most good to India and to the East-India Company,. with: the 
least injury to our constitution. In: framfhg'such-a-system,, he 
thought it his duty never to lose sightgof this principle, that 
though ‘tio:charter gould or ought:to supersede state necessity, 
® still nothing but absolute: necessity could justify aydeparture 
from charters; they ought never to be invaded, except when 
the public safety calledgfor alteration. Charters were: sacred 
things; on them depended the property, franchises,) and every 
thing that was dear to Englishmen; and wantonly. to: invade 
them»would be to unhinge the constitution, and. throw the 
state’ into anarchy and confusion, There no longer existed 
any danger of the best and most sacred rights of Englishmen 
being made a sacrifice to tle ambitious ‘projects :of those who, 
under the necessity that actually existed of some revision being 
made, had taken the desperate resolution, that nothing short.of 
measures of the most decisive and extreme nature, and mea= 
sures far exceeding the necessity of the case, could be effectual. 
He tha God so great asacrifice had been escaped; and he 
trusted that the sense plainly and incontrovertibly declared 
to be entertained upon the subject, would prove to be thesense 
of ‘the majority of the House of Commons. Neither» state 
policy nor common prudence called for the Legislature’s pro- 
ceeding beyond the limit of the existing: necessity, .much»less 
of going the length either of destroying the rights of any indi- 
viduals or bodies of men, established upon the most sacred of 
all foundations, the express words of solemn charters, recog 
nized ‘and confirmed by repeated acts of Parliaments; or of 
directly changing the constitution of the country, and depart- 
ing :from those’ known principles of government which the 
wisdom» of our ancestors had provided, and which had proved 
for ages the uninterrupted source’of security to the liberties of 
Englishmen. With reference to the remark that commercial 
companies’ could: not’ govern empires, Mr. Pitt observed, that 
was matter of mere speculation, which general experience 
proved to be not'true in practice; however admitted: in theory. 
The East-India Company had governed a_yast empire for 
years. In the measures to be taken. for its future government, 
if they had the Company’s concurrence, it would. surely.:be 

admitted 


. 





y With respect. to. the new Seablishinenk at home; 
proposed » tio. place | all. the civif and wpilitary affa 
revenues of the East-India Company, and the governm: 
theit ‘territorial possessions, under the control and superin- ' 
‘tendance of a Board of Commissionegs to be appointed by hit» 
Majesty, consisting of six privy tounsellors,gf whom one of 
the Secretaries of State and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were to‘be twe; and the other fous were to be persons who 
should hold offices of considerable emolument under Govern-" 
ment, to which little or no employment belonged, and who 
would therefore have leisure, ahd might .be expected to 
discharge the duties of their new situation, without any remu- 
neration for that trouble. The Secretary of State was'ta be 
~. of this Board, and in his absence the Chancellor of 
Exchequer; but it being impossible that either of those ' 
ministers should be able to attend constantly, t h they = 
might be present when points of great importan re dis= 
cussed, the senior of the other four privy counsellors was, — 
in the absence of the Secretary of State and the Chancellor of | 
the Exchequer, to be president; and it was intended that he * 
should take the active part in the general business of the: 
Board. If the members present should bg equally divided 
upon any question, the president was to have a casting 
vote. This Board was to have access to all papers’ and 
muniments of the Company, and to be furnished with such 
extracts or copies of them, as they might from time to time » 
desire.. To this Board the Directors were to communicate 
copies of all proceedings, both of their own Court and of the 
» Court of Proprietors, relative to the civil, military, and finan- 
cial affairs of the Company; copies of all despatches from 
their servants in India, and also of all despatches proposed to 
be sent by them to India. These intended despatches the 
Board was to return to the Directors within fourteen days, 
with the written approbation of three commissioners, or their 
reasons for disapproving them, together with instructions for 
alterations, if necessary, and the Directors were to send to 
India 
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¢s should not be sent-within fourteen days 
ioilers for their revisal, the Board might* itself 
weap the despatches, an@ order.the Directors to send. them: ins 
_ © Tndia; and in any casg wifere secrecy Was wecessary, thier 
* Board. might send its orders to a committee of three Directors,’ bgt 
“to be appointed by the. Coun of Directors for that purpose, 
who were+to transmit them to India without disclosing; the». 
b mee of them ;vand the answers were to be sent to/the 
4. Commitiee of Directors,” by whom they were to be com- +) 
muinicated to the Board of Control. These powers were note\; | 
to extend tothe commercial affairs of the Company; and if at) » 
any time the Commissioners ‘should send orders or instr uctions | 
ee —— to be transmitted to India, in the opinion xe 2. 
piigieed by this bill, they might appeal to ther.’ 
icil, Whose decision was to be final. Similar 
i had been given to the Secretaries of State by former: y 
f.Parliament; but they had never, or at least very) * 
‘heen exercised, those great officers having been too 4a 
uch occupied by the immediate duties of their station. But) sil 
a is twas to be an agtive, efficient, responsible board, whose 
1 + positive. concurrence, expressed by the signature of itsmem- 
. bers,,svas to~ be essential to every despatch sexit to India. 
This‘board was not, however, to have the appointment ofa 
Kiapaatianca the Company, in Europe or in Asian. ©) jy. 
With, regard to India, Mr. Pitt proposed, that the govern- 
mentuin each of the three presidencies should consigt of 
a President) and three Counsellors; that the Governor-Ge- 
neralyof India should. be president of the government in |» 
Bengal ; and, that the Commander-in-@hief of all the Com- 
pany’s forces in India should be one of the Council, and. 
next inwrank to the Governor-Geners]; that the Comman-: 
ders-inschief at-Madras and at Bombay should be members © 
of the council. in. those presidencies, next in rank tothe. 
sage Governors; but. if the Commander-in-chief of ali: 
eer F G the 






















ero biel » 
» case smgy -oxchhetipins I> a "pang the council, ¥ 
“If the members of the council present gn any. of,th 
«cies should be equally divided upon any, quest 


view of producing an unity of sytem in the differen 
of our extensive Indian territdtiess the Supreme { 
in Bengal was to have an effectual ontrol over, the ‘ontes 
presidencie’; the Governors and*Councils of which » h_wete to to be’ 
required to obey all orders, they might receive froin the 
Government in Bengal, unlesg they were | to orders 
which they had previously received from the ] Jirectors, and of | 
which the Government in Bengal was ignorant ; and in case of * 
disobedience they were to be liable to suspension. The appoint- 
@ ment of the Governors, of the Commanders-in-chief, and of — 
the other members of the council was to be in the Directors; 
but cither the King or the Court of Directors t recall, the: 


Governor-General, or any other person employ the Gama & 5 


pany. If the Directors should omit to fill ap any is 
which might take place in the council for two months after 


was regularly notified to them, the King might appoint to — 
such vacancy, and the person so appointed was not. to be _ 
liable to recall by the Directors. All other appointments were 
to be in the governments of the respective presidencies ; and 
to prevent any corrupt or improper use of this patronage, a 
was to be provided, that all promotions in India, both,ci 

and military, beneath the degree of members of the councils 
should be made according to seniority, in a regular progressive 


succegion, unless for some very urgent cause: in whieh case, . 


uhe reasons for such deviation from this general rule were to 
ee entered at length wpon the minytes of the council, and 
copies of these entries*transmitted by the first opportunity. to 
the Directors, for their confirmation or repeal of the appoint- 
ment. The*Governors and Councils were to be empowered 
* to apprehend gi] persons in their respective presidencies’ 
etted of carrying on illicit correspondence, and to bring . 
them to trial in India, or to send them to England. ie prevent 
all 
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all ambitious ‘projects for thee extension of dominion, ik Giovte 
nor-General and Council of Bengal were ngt to be permitted, 
without the express command of the Directors, ‘to enter into 
any” offensive treaty, or to make war with®ny of the country 
powers, unless they should actually have committed hosti- 
lities, or have given evident proof of such intentions against * 
the British nation in India, or against some country power 
dependent upon the Compahy, or whose territories they were by 
subsftting treaty bound té defend; and the Governors and 
Councils of the other presidencies were to be prohibited from 
commencing hostilities, or coticluding any treaty whatever with 
the country powers, without express orders from the Governor- 
Genera] and Council or from the Directors, unless some immi- 
nent danger or sudden emergency should render it unsafe to 
postpone such hostilities or treaty; and every treaty so cgn- 
cluded was, if possible, to contain a clause, subjecting it to the 
ratification or rejection of the Governor-General and Council. * 
The Governors and Councils of the other presidencies were to 
transmit to,the Governor-General and Council copies of all their 





» proceedings, and of all material occurrences in their respective 


presidencies. Provision was to be made for the investiga- 
tion of the claims of British subjects on the Nabob of Arcot, 
and for settling disputes between that prince and the Rajah 
of Tanjore; and also for redressing, according to the respec- 
tive circumstances of each particular case, all complaints of 
injustice and oppression from zemindars and other native 
landholders who had been dispossessed of their lands, or sub- 
jected to exorbitant’ rents or heavy contributions; and in 
future, payments from tributary princes and renters of land 
were to be definite and moderate. All practicable retrench- 
ments were to be made in the different establishments.® The 
ages at which writers and cadets should be appointed were to 
be'regulated, and .no gueater number was to be sent out thang 
would ‘be necessary to keep up the proper complement; the 
acceptance of presents from the natives was to be forbidden, 
under )the penalty of forferture and punishment’ as extortion ; 
it was to be made a misdemeanor in the eCompany’ ; 
vants t) disobey the orders or instructions of the ie 
to neglect th® duties of any trust or employment, or to make 
G2 a cor- 
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a ung bargain or contract relative . any. office. No Une 
removed from any situation by the sentence of a court of | 
law could be again employed by the Company. 

The last part of the bill related to the erection of a. Gburt 
of Judicature in England for the trial of aid. aie 1a 

*in India. 

Such is a brief outline of the measure which was proposed 
by Mr. Pitt, and ultimately agreed to, the motion for the; bill 
going into a committee being 271 to 60: only two subseffuent 
divisions@ook place, on which occasions the numbers ,were 92 
to 7, and 110 to 39 on the other. Among the objections urged 
to it was the division of power between the Board of Com- 
missioners and the Court of Directors, which it was asserted 
would render the government of India weak and inefficient. , 
To this it was replied, that such was not the necessary con- 
sequence of divided power, since in the English constitution 
the supreme power is divided into three branches, designed to 
be a control on each other, and producing the happiest and 
most perfect form of political government known in ancient 
or modern times. The difference between the bills proposed 
by Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt have been stated as follows :—That 
of Mr. Fox took the commerce entirely away from the Com- 
pany; it abolished the Court of Directors, and deprived. the 
Company of every appointment, civil, military, and commer- 
cial, both at homer and abroad, vesting the whole in com- 
missioners: Mr. Pitt’s bill left the commerce with the Com- 
pany, and the Directors and their servants in possession »of 
the whole patronage. Mr. Fox’s bill ws a total abrogation 
of all the Company’s rights, and a violent confiscation of all 
their property: Mr. Pitt’s bill was a partial deviation from 
the dbarter, making only such changes as were absolutely 
necessary, at the same time securing to the constitutional exe- “ 
gutive power of these realms the sup@intendence over all the 
political affairs of so “vast an empire; whilst Mr. Fox’s bill 
enacted what has been termed an imperium in imperio, the 
commissioners whom he proposed not having any dependance , 
upon or commgnication with his Majesty’s ministers, and 
possessing an influence of the most dangerous nature to the 
established authorities, with the means of @ivolving this 

country 








: > ~ a a ‘ 
ant sin, wa with any of the European ‘states connected 
1 Tidia, paresis ‘even’ the knowledg@ of his Majesty’s 


i ‘Government. 


“The bill subsequently passed the Lords on the 12th of 


“Atignst 1784, and on the following day received the ‘royal 


assent. 

Thus originated the act of the 24th Geo. II, cap. 25, 
under the authority of which the Board of Commissioners 
for "the Affairs of India was instituted. Alterations have 
been made from time’ to time, which will be brieffy noticed. 
In 1788, the act was passed which authorized the Board to 


direct the payment of King’s troops, to the extent of 8,045 


men. 

In 1791, the act which authorized an additional number of 
King’s troops, making the total number 10,727. 

In 1793, by the act of the 33d Geo. ILI, cap. 52, the Board 
was continued, with the following additional provisions :—the 
person first named in the King’s commission was declared to 
be president; three members were to form a Board; officers 
might be appointed by the Board; the salaries to the com- 
missioners and officers were first authorized; those to the com- 
missioners were not to exceed in the whole £5,000 a-year, and 
to the officers of the Board £11,000, inaking a total of £16,000. 
The Board are to approve all grants of salaries beyond £200 
ayear. “The Secret Committee was also instituted. In 1811 
the sum for the salaries and expenses of the Board was fixed at 
£22,000, and in 1813 at £26,000. In the latter year, also, the 
Board was invested with control over territorial appropriation, 
and the Board’s confirmation is necessary to gratuities above 
£600, and also to the restoration of servants. 

The Board, as constituted under the 33d Geo, IU, @ap. 32, 
and subsequent enactments, is now given. 

. “ 


By 


* 


AWS. 
1793. 
$3 Geo. 3, 
c. $2, 


$2. 


“said that it shall,and may be Jawful for-his, Majesty, 








a aidibe tharthde cated by the authority. 


his heirs and successors, : by any letters-patent, or by for the ‘to 
any commission or commissions to be issued under Iodiay 

the great seal of Great Britain, from time to time, to soins: 

‘stitute, and appoint, during his or their pleasure, s 
Priyy Council (of whom the two principal Secretaries } 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being. shall eu three), 
and such other two persons as his Majesty, his. heirs, or successors, 
shall think fit to be, and who shall accordingly be and he i 


@ Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 


£3; 


§ 5. 


‘ito 5 1813, £26,000 ditto 


(2) And be it further enacted, that any three or more Three rene 

of the said commissioners shall and may forma Board a Board. , * 
for executing the several, powers. which, by. this. act,,.or by. any 
other..act, or, acts, or shall be given .to. or. vested in, the said, 
commissioners; and that the first-named commissioner in any we 
letters-patent or commission for the time being shall be. the ; preside 
of the said Board; and that when any Board shall be formed ‘athe 
absence of the president, the commissioner whose name shall stand 
next in the order of their nomination. in the said commission:of these 
who shall be present, shall for that. turn preside at the said — (OR 

_ (8) And be it further enacted, that if the commission- Mebikeh 
ers present at any Board shall be equally divided in opi-’ have casting 

nion in respect to any matter by them discussed, then “°™* 
and on every such occasion the president, or in his absence the 
commissioner acting as such, shall have two voices, or the tasting 
vote, 3 

(4) And be it further enacted, that the said Board, of . Party ap- 

Commissioners shall and may nominate and appoint. h%° sat Le 
such secretaries and officers as shall be necessary fet a b e 
to attend upon the said Board, who shall be subject to Majo ing 
dismission at the pleasure of the said Board; and thatthe procee 
of the said commissioners shall be entered in proper, books; ant 
aswell the said commissioners, or such and. so many of them, as his 
Majesty shall think fit, as likewise their ties and other officers, 
Mall be paid such fixed salaries as his Majesty. stall any mee The 
or warrants under. his sign-manual, countersigned by the 
of the Exchequer for the time being, direct, the quarterly. amount Hh an 
thereof being first settled and allowed by the said Board, and certi- . | 
fied by the president or acting president of the said Board. for, the Hs 
time being, to the Court of Directors of the said Company.” Me tebeds 
pide. 5 

‘ye Salaries and expenses of Board in seh £16,000 ee, Si £29,000 spe 
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Ni cas " “ the Affairs of India,” it is enacted, that the whole 
ee _. ofthe’ salaries to be paid to the methbers of the said — 
‘ ‘Board of Conitlinsiones Sor the Affairs of India, and to the secretaries 
' aid-officers of the same, together with all other contingent changes 
wid expenses of the said Board to be defrayed by the said United 
Coffipany, should not exceed the sum of twenty-two thousand pounds 
im any one year: and whereas it is necessary that an addition should 
be! made to the said sum, for the purpose of further remuherating the 
‘services of the secretaries and officers'of the said Board; be it there- 
“fore enacted; that.so much of the ‘said act as limits the sum to be 
defrayed by the said Company on account of the said Board tothe 
sum oftwenty-two thousand pounds in any one year, shall be, and the 
same is hereby repealed; and that, from und after the passing of this 
act, the’sum ‘to be defrayed by the said Company, on account of ‘the 
‘said Board, shall not exceed the sum of twentg-six thousand pounds in 
‘any one year,and that the same shall be deemed and taken as part of 

the political charges of the said Company. 
(6) So much of 50 Geo. TIL. cap. 117, as directs accounts of 





1811, 


: Geo. $, 
$ for 6.15545 
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‘hereasé and ‘diminution of salaries, &e. to be laid before Parlia- 5! Geo. 3, 


“ment, shall ‘éxtend to the office of the Commissioners for the Affairs 
of Indi 

ORES he (7) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that the 
taken ‘by com- said commissioners, before they shall proceed to act! in 


© 75, 
§ 3 


1793. 
33 Geo. 


£ 


missioners. execution of any Of the powers or authorities vested c. 52, § 6, 


dn thetr (save only the power of administering the oath after-men- 
tioned), “shall severally take and subscribe ihe following oath (that 
is to say): 

«1, A. B., do faithfully promise and swear, tiat, as a commissioner 
# or member of the Board for the Affairs of lydia, I will give my 
best advice and-assistance fo the good government of the British 
* possessions ‘of thé East-Indies, and the due administration of the 
“«Yeventies of the same, according’ to law, and will executé the several 
«powers ‘and trusts reposed in me, according to the best of my skill 
‘and: judgment, without favour or affection, prejudice or malice, to 
ar any person. onion 

Which oath wot the-said commissioners shall and are ers 
‘empowered to + to the others of them, or any of them; and 
‘the said oath ‘shall be entered by their chief secretary amongst the 
aicts of the Board, and be duly subscribed and attested by the said 
‘conmissioners, at the time of their taking and agp niieiing the same 
to each other respectively. 
“Otoers co oe (8) And be it further enacted, that,the several secre- 
ram 9  taries and other officers of the said Board ‘shall also 
6 4) take 
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it 


Sill 













re Eueibiestb he tniah : 
) how'far ‘the*otfice oF tippdintiment of a 
athe ‘of thé ‘said *Board for ‘the’ Affairs of India by ctected to 
‘virtue of this act, or of ‘the chief secretary of the said’ re 


” = be Within any of the provisions’ contained in a ac of 


et ua ‘of the reign’ of Queen Anne, intitaled “An” Act for’ 
* of her Majesty's’ Person and Governmentwand 
rahedaih to the Crown of Great Britain in the’ Protestant 
* OF how’ far'the appointment of any such commissioneror 
beitig' a’ member or members of the House of Commons, shallwaeate 
his or’ their’ séat or ‘seats in that House, be it further en 
declared, that the said respective offices, places, or appointmentsofa 
‘cothmissioner or chief secretary of the seid Board for the Afairsof — 
India, to be made under the authority of this act, shall not ‘be dedinéd | 
or taken te be within the intent or purview of the said act of the sixth 
‘year of Queen Anne, whereby to disqualify any sich commissioner or. 
chief secretary from being elected, or sitting or'voting asa member of 
p the House of Commons; nor shal! the appointment of any such com- 
‘missioner, not having any special salary annexed to such appointraent, 
‘or'the said chief secrétary, if » niémber or menibers of the’ House of 
‘Commons, vacate his or their seat or séats inthe said honse’y ‘any 
thing contained in the said act of the sixth year of Queen Fema or'in 
= iit act, ‘to the contrarv notwithstanding. 4. 
) Pr Powes Y ¢he Board. ‘ 


§ 9. “eit And be it further “pacted, that, the said Board of To direct and 
“Commissioners shall, ly force and Virtue of this act, cers, elm 
have and be invested with full power and authority to ‘itary ah 
siiperintend, ‘diract, and control al! acts, operations, Pe" Tifeaoe 
‘and concerns, whic. in any wise r late t6 or concert “thie civil dr 
‘military government or revenues of t ye said territories and 
“in the East-Indies ; subject nevertheless to such ictoubibiesy Pride,” 

“regulations, and resttictions, and to stich appropriations “ofthe said — 

nies, ‘as are by this act made, provided, or “established,” and hot 
otherwise or in any other manner, any wig rig act oF acts se! the'con- 
notwithstanding. : e ae peptone 

§ 10. rh 1) And be it further enacted, that tiie said commis: “i 
‘sioners, or any of them, or their chief ‘secretary, or any cers t0 

“other of the officers of the said Board, by the order and pape fest ar 

‘duthority Of the'said Board, shall ‘have free access to. PEt 

‘thé ‘books, papers, Jetters of correspondence, evidences, and’ other _ 
“Yecords of the said Company, and be assisted “by thé’ proper officers — 


"OF the'said Company in their searches for the same,’ me, irpusin 


? “andl st thi expnse ‘of the said Conipany, ‘with: 
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Tequire. 


acco (12) And beit further enacted, that the said palit ia . 


‘counts, abstracts sioners for the Affairs of India, or any of the. officers of 
wa i Rag the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 

. _ by the order and authority of the said Board, shall not 
only have free access to the books, papers, letters of correspondence, 
evidences, and other records of the said Company, and be assisted. in 
their searches for them, and furnished with copies or extracts, in the 
manner prescribed by the said act of the Parliament of Great Britain 
of the thirty-third year of his Majesty's reign, but shall and may call 


for, and direct to be prepared, all such accounts, statements, and - 


abstracts relating to the affairs of the said Company as the said 
Board shall think fit; and the said Court of Directors shall, with all 
reasonable despatch, cause to be prepared and transmitted to the said 
Board all such accounts, statements, and abstracts as the said Board 
shall so direct to be prepared. 

Approval ne- (13) And be it further enacted, that no orders or in- 
farthes vs Soe structions whatever, relating tg the civil or military go- 
to civil or mili- vernment or revenues of the said territorial acquisitions 
tary government in India, shall be at any time sent or given to any of the 
or revenue of ° ° 
India, and loans governments or settlements in India by the Court of 
to investment. Directors of the said United Company, or by any 
committee of the said Directors, until the same shall have been 
submitted to the consideration of and approved by the said Board; 

No despatches (14) And be it further enacted, that no orders or in- 
Serciatin *? structions whatever relating to the appropriation to any 
revenue, &c, to investment, or other commercial purpose whatsoever, 
be sent to India of any part of the revenues of the said territories or 
till approved by 
Hound, acquisitions in the East-Indies, or of any monies arising 
from any loan raised or to be raised in the East-Indies, or of any 
securities issued or to be issued by any of the governments of the said 
Company, shall be at any time sent or given to any of the govern- 
ments or settlements in the East-Indies by the Court of Directors of 
the said United Company, or by any committee of the said Directors, 
until the same shall have been submitted to the consideration of, and 
‘approved by the said Board ; and for that purpose, that copies of all 
orders and instructions which, the said Court of Directors, or any 
committee of the said ctors, shall propose to be sent to the East- 
Indies, shall be by them previously laid before the said Board ; and 
that after the receipt of such proposed despatches, the said Board 
shall with all reasonable despatch, not exceeding two months, return 
the same to the said Court of Directors, or committee of Directors, 

either with their approbation thereof, certified under the hand of the 
chief or assistant secretary to the said Board, by order of the said 
_ Board, or igre said Board shall disapprove, alter, or vary in substance 
any.of such proposed orders or instructions, in every such case the 

said 
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said Board shall give to. the said Directors, in writing under: ‘théstiind : 
of the chief or assistant secretary of the said Board, by order of the 
‘said; Board; their veasons at large in respect thereof, together with their 
etions to the said Directors in relation thereto; and that the 
said Directors shall, and they are hereby required forthwith to des- 
patch and send ‘the letters, orders, and instructions, inthe form 
approved by the said Board, to the proper government or officers in 
the East-Indies, without further delay, unless, on any tepresentation 
made to them by the said Directors, the said Board shall order‘any 
alterations to be made therein; and that the said Directors, shali, and 
they are hereby required to pay obedience to, and shall be governed 
and bound by such orders and instructions as they shall from time to 
time receive from the said Board of Commissioners touching or con- 
cerning such appropriation, according to the tenor and ‘true sora 
‘this act. 

(15) And be it further enacted, that all rates, customs, “Duties in India 
and duties of export and import which shall be charged ‘on | Company's 
in'the East-Indies or other places under the govern- pa ol ; 
ment of the said Compapy, upon any goods, wares, or sidered as terri- 
merchandize of or belonging to the said Company, par geere a 
shall be charged in the books of account of the said the~ contro! of 
‘Company ‘to the debit of the commercial branch of te Board.” ” 
théir affairs ; and all such rates, customs, and duties which shall be so 
eharged upon any goods, wares, or merchandize of or belonging to 
the said Company, or which shall be received by the said Company 
in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, upon any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandize of any private merchant, trader, or other person, shall be 
placed in the books of account of the said Company to the credit of 
the territorial ‘revenues of the said Company; and all such rates, 
customs, and duties so placed to the credit of the territorial revenues 
of the said Company, shall be deemed and taken to be part of.such 
territorial revenues, and shall be subject to the control of the said 
Board of Commissioners, in like manner, to all intents and purpores, 
as any other part of such territorial revenues. 

(16) And be it further enacted, that the Board of Board to have 
‘Commissioners for the Affairs of India shall, by force and control over|ter- 
virtue of this act, have and be invested with full power Porgy 
and authority to superintend, direct, and control all of sums’ issued 
orders® and instructions whatsoever which inyany wise Lanna 
relate to or concern the amount of appropriation to ments, He Pee 
‘any investment, or other commercial purposes, of any ‘count of ‘terri 
part’ of the revenues of the said territories ‘or acqui- pi.” 
sitions in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, other than 
and except such sum as by this act is directed to be issued in India, 
for the purpose of making good from the Indian revenues payments 
‘to be made at home on account of territorial charges ; or if any 
‘monies arising from any loan raised or to be raised in the East-Indies, 


or 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. cn 


<aicabieisliicataiiaalin: to be issued, by, any, of the governments ® 
_of the said Company, in the same manner to all intents and purposes, 
and ander and subject,to all such and the like. regulations and proyi- 

. sions, .as, if the said orders or instructions immediately related. to,.and 
concerned. the: civil. or military goyernment or revenues.of. the said 
‘territories or acquisitions; any thing in the said first-mentioned act. of 
the. thirty-third year, of his present’ Majesty, or of any other aghor 
acts, to. the, contrary notwithstanding. 

Boardtoreturn . (17) And whereas it is provided by the said au act of the 
sar ae borne Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third year of 
instead,of four- his Majesty's reign, that copies of all orders. and in- 
teen days. : structions which the Court of. Directors, or any com- 

mittee of the Court of Directors of the said Company, shall propose to 

be. sent to India, shall be by them. previously laid before the said 
Board; and that within the space of fourteen days after the receipt'of 
such proposed despatches the said Board shall return the same to the 
said Court of Directors or Committee of Directors, in the manner 
directed ‘by the said act: and whereas the said limitation of fourteen 
days for the return of such proposed despatches may be found incon- 
venient, be it therefore enacted, that so much of the said act of the 
thirty-third year of his present Majesty as requires such proposed 
despatches, to be returned by the said Board within fourteen days, 
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed; and that from and after 
the passing of this. act, it shall be sufficient for the said Board, to 
Feturn all such proposed despatches to the said Court of Directors, or 
committee of the said Court of Directors ; and the said Board is hereby 
required to return, the same, with all reasonable despatch, not ex- 
ceeding two months. 

Representations (18) Provided always, that nothing shall extend, or be 
may be made by construed to extend, to restrict.or prohibit. the Direc- 
daatintiens 2 tors from expressing by representation in writing to the 
proved or alter- said Board, such remarks, observations, or explanations 
ed’ by Board. as shall occur, or they shall think fit, touching, or, con- 
corrected the cerning any letters, orders, or instructions, which shall 
same, their or- have been varied in substance,.or disapproved by the 
beim. * ‘said Board; and that, the said Board. shall, and they 

are hereby required, to take every such representation, 
and the Jideeh matters therein contained or alleged, into their con- 
sideration, and to give such further orders or instructions, thereupon 
as they shall think tind expedient ; which orders or. instructions 
shall be final and conelusive upon the said Directors. .__, 

© Proceedings of _ (19), And whereas it is required by the said act. of ‘the 
tant a Pr Parliament of Great Britain of the thirty-third, year 
pe ar a ‘se. of his Majesty's. reign, that various proceedings of the 
cretary. _, Said Board of Commissioners should be signed by the 
chief secretary to the said Board ; be it enacted, that from and after 
the passing of this act, all propaedings of the said Board, to. which the 
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" dnbiary: ob the ple cae is “now by law required, 
signed either by such chief secretary or by the assistant-secretary 


33 Geo. 3, to the said Board; stn sama or thing to the said ial 
' e528, standing. er qt) sai 


§ 15. 


(20) And be it further enacted, that wakitte the Board som) re may re. 
Court of Directors of the said United Company shall $""% } eer io 
neglect ‘to frame, and to transmit to the said Board, patehes connect- 
despatches on any subject connected with the civil or ¢ wig biyil, or 
military government of the said territories and acqui- ator iP Coan 
sitions, or with the revenues thereof, beyond the space neglect to-do so 


of fourteen days after requisition made to them by ~R00n4 fourteen 
order of the said Board, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Board to prepare and'send to the 
said’ Directors (without waiting for the receipt of the 
copies of despatches intended to be sent by the said 
Directors) any orders or instructions for any of the 


6 after requi- 
sition, the Board 
™may prepare in- 

structions, . and 
Directors ‘ial 
forward them to 


ndia, pas 


governments or presidencies in India, concerning the civil or military 
government of the said territories or the revenues thereof: and the 
said Directors shall, and they are hereby required to transmit, des- 
patches, according to the tenor of the said orders and instructions 
so transmitted to them by the said Board, unto the respective. go- 
vernments and presidencies in India, unless, on any representation 
made. by the said Directors to the said Board touching such orders 

or instructions, the said Board shall direct any alterations to be made 
in the same, which directions the said Court of Directors shall i in 


such case be bound to conform to. 


(21) Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
that nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be 
construed to extend, to give to the said Board of Com- 
missioners any power or authority to issue or send 
any orders.or instructions which do. net relate to 
points. connected with the civil or military government 


or revenues of the British territories or possessions in ‘4, 


Board only tojs- 
sue orders rela- 
tive to civil or 
military goveyp- 
ment or the reve- 
nues only ; andif 
the ‘ Pirean : 
think they do 
relate RY me 
ey may 


tion his 
in Council, 


India, nor to expunge, "vary, or alter any despatches 

proposed by the said Court of Directors as aforesaid, 
which do not relate to the said government or revenues: and that: if 
the said Board shall send any orders or instructions to the said Court 
of Direttors, to be by them transmitted, which in the opinion of the 
said. Court of Directors shall relate to points not connected with the 
said civil, or military government or revenues, then, and on. any suc 
eecasion, it shall, be lawful for the said Court of Directors to apply 
by. petition to his Majesty in Council touching the same, and his 
Majesty, in Council shall. decide how far the same be or be not 
connected with the civil or military government and revenues of the 
said territories and possessions in India, which decision shall be final 
and conclusive. 
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Be Provided also, and be it further enacted, that 
eel Board of Cotmissioners shall poronky see 
that’ the “subject-matter of any ‘of ‘their 
‘concerning the levying war, or miking peace, or treat- 
same to India, ing or negotiating with any of the native princes or 
"states in India, intended to be communicated in orders 
i “atl of the) ‘governments | or presidencies, in India, shall be. of. a 
nature to. require se@recy, it shall and may, .be lawful for the, said 
Board to se their orders. and instructions to the Secret Committee 
of the ‘said Court of Directors, to be appointed .as. is by this act 
directed; who shall thereupon, without disclosing the same, transmit 
their orders and despatches, according to the tenor of the said orders 
and instructions of the said Board, to the respective governments and 
presidencies ‘in India ; and that the said governments and presidencies 
shall be bound to pay a faithful obedience thereto, in like manner as 
if such orders'and instructions had been sent to them by the said 
Court of Directors. 


peresidencies in (23) And be it further enacted, ‘that wher aly w 
hdia may send the governments or presidencies in India shall be of 6pi- 
egy Ping that any of their despatches to Great Britain, an 
tee,who shall de- cerning the government of the said territories and ac+ 
Tver ‘thenn tothe Guisitions, or the levying war, or making peace, or 

negotiations or treaties with any of the native princes 
or states of India, shall be of a nature to require the same to be kept 
secret, it shall be lawful for the said: governments or presidencies 
respectively to address their despatches requiring such secrecy, under 
cover, sealed with their seals, unto the said Secret Committee of Di- 
rectors of ‘the said Company, for the inspection of such committee ; 
and that immediately upon the arrival of such despatches so. ad- 
dressed, the said Secret Committee of Directors shall deliver, the 


‘same or copies thereof to the said Board. 


SectetCommit- (24) And be it further enacted, that from and after 
ota Mg Brim the passing of this act, where any of the governments 
known contents OF presidencies in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid 
ofanydespatches shall, under the provisions of the act of the thirty- 
until authoised third year of his present Majesty, address any des- 
patches to the Secret Committee of Directors of the 


‘said United Company, for the inspection of such committee, the 


said Secret Committee of Directors shall not disclose or make known 
the contents hi any such despatches which relate to the levying of 

ing of peace, or treating or negotiating with any of the 
‘native princes or states of the East-Indies, or other parts within the 
fimits of the said Company's charter, until they shall be, authorized 


by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India s0 to do. 
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‘ Aétions not to Bebtayed yr Comey ipprobation 
~ (25) And be'it further enacted, thatit shall no not be . 
United Company, or for any. at their officers or servants or for thé 
Court of ‘Directors of the said Company, - to. discontinue, stay, or 
compound, or settle or agree to any actions or suits at law or equity, 
now depending or hereafter to be commenced, before a final decree 
or judgment shall be obtained or given therein, unless by and with 
the, approbation of the dof Commissioners for the' Ata of 
India. oy ont 
: Appointments, Board not to staahee's in. 
(26) Provided also, and be it further enacted and deelared, that 
nothing in this act contained shall extend to give to the said Bo 


of Commissioners the power of nominating or appointing any of the * 


servants of the said United Company, 
the semen notwithstanding. 
Banks in India. 

(27) Board's consent necessary to the establishment of banks ‘in 

India. r 
Bond Dett. 

(28) Board’s consent necessary for borrowing on bond the farther 

sum of £2,000,000; thu making the total bond debt £7,000,000. 


China. 
(29) In case of cession from the Chinese government of territéry se- 
parate from the continent of China, and wholly free from any jurisdic. 
tion or authority of the Chinese government, any of his Majesty's 
subjects may export British or Irish manufactures in Company’s ships, 
under’ réegillations and restrictions to be approved by the Boat ie 
Commissioners. 
Copies of all Minutes of Courts of Directors and Proprietors, and ° 
Despatches, &c. from India, to be sent to the Board. 
(30) And be it further enacted, that the Court of Di- 
rectors of the said Company shall, and they are hereby 
ited from time to time to deliver to the said Board, 
copies of all minutes, orders, resolutions, and proceed- 
ings of all Courts of ‘Proprietors, general or special, 
and of all ‘Courts’ of Directors, within eight days 1 the aj 
after the’ holding of such courts respectively; and 


any thing herein aetna 
i ae 


ee 


d loar < 
also copies of all letters,’ advices, ‘ant despatches, featibene’ 2 iy 
which shall ‘at any time or times ‘be received by the said Court OF 


Directors, or any committee of #Directors, from the’ East-Indies, 
or from any other of their settlements or factories within the 
limits of their charter, or from any’ of the servant’ of the “said 
United Company ‘stationed at ‘St. Helena, Bussora, Suez; ‘Aleppo, ‘or 


® other ports beyond the seas, in anywise relating tojor concerning ‘the 


civil’ - military government or revenues of the’ said territories; or 
*® concerning 


| isle cal 95. + 


ent, or other commercial Laws?” 





pur oses, of ne said territories, oracqui- = 
ke ami or of ¢ nies ‘arising from any Joan raised or to be. raised 53 Geo. 3), 
e East‘Indies, or of any securities issued or to be issued. by, any tan 


of the § governments of the said Company, immediately after the arri- 

val and receipt thereof. _ ; Ms 
@ Colleges and Seminarges. y 

(31) ‘Colleges soi seminaries ut home and abroad to be subject to § 42. ° 

the control of the Board.—( Vide Colleges, &c-) 


Duties in India. - 
“(83) No duties imposed in India by regulations to be, valid. till G25. 
sanctioned by Directors and appfoved by, Board. 
° oe Duties. in India on goods of the Company tobe debited to =: § 67. 
merce; and, together with duties on private-trade goods, to -be 
considered as territorial revenue, and to ‘be subject to the control of 
the Board. 


~~ 


General Court of Proprietors. 


(34) The ordérs of the Court of Directors, when approved by the — .;799. 
Board, not liable to be rescinded, suspended, revoked, or varied by 33 Geo. 5, 


any General Court of Proprietors. Pa a 


Governor-General. 


(35) The Court of Directors, with the approbation of the;Board, — § 55. 
may suspend the powers of the Governor-General to act upon his 
own authority. 
Gratuities. 


(36). No gratuities aboye £600.to be valid unless confirmed ee the 1813. 
Board.—{ Vide Salaries and Gratuities.) _ be 
@(37). Provided also, and be it further enacted, that \it shall not be —:1793. 
lawful for the said Board to give or cause to be. given any direction for yd eg 
the payment of any extraordinary allowance or gratuity from the,said ‘ 
nevenues'to any person, on account of services performed in India,or | @ > * 
on any other account whatever, to any r amount, or to.any =~" 
other. person than shall be specified and contained in.some despatch 
proposed “by ‘the said ‘Court of Directors to -be sent to India, and 
transmitted by them to the said Board for their approbation ; and 
that'in every case where any such directions shall be so given, a dis- 
tinct account of all such allowances or gratuities shall.be added to 
the next list of establishments laid before’ Parliament by the my 
Court va Directors, aa ores 
King’s Troops. 

(38) Not lawful for the Board to give or approve pie A dinpctions 1813. 
that. there shall be paid, defrayed, and allowed any sums of money in a 5. 
respect of any greater number of his. Majesty's forces thay, shall 557. 
amount to 20,000"men, including commissioned and non-commis- — 


oe sioned 
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§ 33, 34. 


1817. 
57 Geo, 3, 
§ 36. 


1819. 
59 Geo, 3, 
ec. 111, 
§ ll. 


c. 1 17, § 2. 





* siéned officers, unless a the ¢ by 

Directors.—( Vide Military Forces. dhs ; 

td 3 eee ® pa 
‘ae Form of licenses for ships in private-trade to be seed by ‘ 
Court of’ Directors, with the approbation of the Board.) 

"(40) Special licenses for the continent ‘of A’sia, ‘between the nay” ; j 
and Malacca (except the Gompany’s'principal segtlements), or islands” 
north of the Equator or Bencoolen, to be at the discretion.of the Direc- 
tors, subject to the control of the Board, who may direct br issue of | 
such license, recording the special circumstances induci em to. ogive ‘@ 
such license in the book of the Board. Licenses for oh ces more. 
north than 11 degrees south latitude, and between 64 and perenne 
east longitude, to be granted ‘by the Board, who,are to frame rules” 
and ‘regulations for the same; and in all cases in which, any license® * 
may be granted by the Board otherwise than according to such rufes ~ 
and regulations, the special circumstances under which such is : 
shall be recorded in the books of the said Board, and amas 
to the Court of Directors. Nc Soe 

(41) When the Court of Directors refuse peienianiidh = ang peor: fa 
to proceed to the East-Indies, the: applications to be. transmitted to | 
the Board, who may diregt certificates to be granted by the Directors,) « 
authorizing such persons to proceed to any of the, principal heitlen: uA 
ments. Directors may make representations thereon to.the Boards)... 

(42) Board to approve. forms of lists of persons and atms ciate ' 
ships sailing from Malta and Gibraltar to India—( Vide Licenses.)* *:» 


Postage. 

(43) Board of Commissioners may send and receive packets to and 
from Iidia, Ceylon, Mauritius, and the — provided no such yn ; 
exceeds three ounces. 

(44) Secretary of the Board to have the same privilege of rik 
as the under-secretaries. Lo hc nial 


Regulations issued in India. @: 
(45) ‘Ten copies of thé*regulations issued by the Governor-General... 


in Council, affecting the rights, persons, or property of the natives, 
to be sent home to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 






Tinie. i 
(46) Regulations i insposing duties in India not valid till sanctioned 
by Directors and. Board. * see seat 


(47) Regulations for sailing the limits of the towns'of Cate, 


» Madras, and Bombay, to be approved by Board. 


©°°8 © Regulations by Directors as to Trade... ywik , ened 


a + 8 “And be it farther enacted, that all such regulations as shall be wi 


“by the said Court of Directors, for carryin® on the trade to 
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ssions in ‘Indiaand the spartan te watts states oa 
Ibe, and they are hereby directed to 

ject . 1 ce; direction, ‘and control of the si Oe 
Board of Comniteionsts for the Affairs of India, in the same manner - Ph 
as all acts, operations, and concerns, which anywise relate. to or con- 
cern the civil and military, governments and revenues of the. British * 
territories and acquisitigns in the East-Indies now are. , ‘ ‘ 


Salaries and Establishments in India and at Home. 


pr bt pte (49) Provided also, and be it further enacted, tlfat it... 1793. 
rect the increase shall not be lawful for the said Board to-give, or cause 33 Geo. 3, 
pid never to be given any directions, ordering or authorizing, by 537 re 
posed by | -aiyel pi. any despatches to be sent, to India, the increase of the 

oo ps8 aed established salaries, allowances, or emoluments of any 
ment "Governor-General, Governor, or president, or mem- 

ber of council of any of the presidencies and. settle- 
ments there, or of any other officer in the service. of the said 
Company, beyond the amount to which the same now stands fixed. by 
the orders whigh have been sent to India, unless such increase 
shall "be specified ‘and contained in some despatch proposed by the 
said Court of Directors to be sent to India, and transmitted by them 
to the said Board for their approbation, and unless an account of the 
actual ’salaries, allowances, and emoluments of such Governor-General, D 
Governor, or president, or member of council, or other officer respec- 
tively, and of the increase proposed to be made therein, with the 
reasons for such increase, shall have been laid before both Houses of 
Parlianient thirty days before such despatch shall be sent. 


z Servants, Civil and Military. + 
Return ‘after (50) No military officer who shall have been albeent 1793. 
five years. from India more than five years to return, unless the 33 Geo. 8, 


Court of Directors and Board are satisfied that the said absence has © * 
been occasioned by sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable accident. : 


’ ae vee a 
R@oration af- (51) Restoration of servants, civil and military, sus- 1813. 
ter ee or pended orjremoved by the goversiments abroad, not to. °° °°. % 
entge be valid without consent of the Board. § 83, 48.» 


(62). The Company may restore to their service military officers 311. 
removed by sentences of court-martial, subject to approval by the 51 Geo. 3, 
Board. c. 75, 


Officers who (83) Any military officer, being of the rank of agene- 1413. 
may return, ai- ral officer or colonel commanding a regiment, or being 3. GES. 3 
po lg wy a lieutenant-colonel commandant of a regiment, may § 84. 

return to India, although they may have beepgabsent - 
more than five years; with consent of Court and Board. —( Vide 


Song te Civil and aeons) e * 


' H Super- 
2 


1.1813. 


53.Geo. 3, ances, compensations, remunerations or superannual 


h e.255; 
§ 91. 


1800. 
39 and 40 
Geo. 3, 
ce. 79. 


1813. 
53 Geo. 3, 
c. 155, 


§ 61. 


1793. 
33 Geo. 3, 
ce. 52, 
© °§42. 
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(54) His Majesty, his heirs or suecessorg, haye 
tio 8, to the secre- 


taries and other officers of the said Board.—( Vide Superannuations.) 
a Territorial Acquisitions. Seber ge 


i s 4 + 3pde ass hy ipalane Aut 
(55), The Court of Directors may appoint what parts of the territoria? 
acquisitions, revenue, &c. shall be subject. £8 cither, and which of 
their presidencies subject to the control of the Board... ical 
e ‘ 


} 


ss Vacancies in India. inthis 
__ (56) And be it further enacted, that from and after Not'to be Stip- 
the passing of this act, it'shall not be lawful for the rues eee 
said Court of Directors, either provisionally or other- pa 7 


at 


‘wise, to nominate or appoint any person to succeed to’ the'Bowrds’ 


_ any office or employment in the civil or military establishmeltts ‘of 


the said Company in the East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, without 'the 
approbation of the said Board -of Commissioners, other than’ and 
“except as aforesaid: provided always, that nothing oer contained 
shall prevent or hinder the said Court gf Directox® from nominating 
or appointing absolutely or provisionally such persons as they may 
think fit to the"offices of member of council, general officer on the 
staff, advocate and attorney-general, attorney at law of the said Com- 
pahy, or chaplain at the several presidencies or settlements, or to any 
offices or employments in the civil or marine establishments of the 
said Company which may be and usually have been supplied by per- 
sons not having been covenanted servants of the said Company pre- 
viously to their nominations or appointments, nor to prevent the said 
Cow of Directors from nominating or appointing writers, cadets, or 
assigtant-surgeons, in such manner as they have heretofore been used 
or accustomed to do. e 


War not to be declated. 


(57) And forasmuch as to pursue schemes of con- War'not to be 
quest and extension of dominion in India, are measures Seclaces ee Py 
repugnant to the wi8h, the honour, and policy of this General inCoun- 
nation : be it further enacted, that it shall not be law- ci! at Fort Wil- 

: < p ., liam without the 
ful for the Governor-General in Council of Fort-Wil- command af the 
_liam aforesaid, without the express command and au- Directors, &cvex- 
thority of the said Court of Directors, or of the said othe cinta chen 
Secret Committee by- the authority of the said Board be made, &c.— 


of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, in any case Communication 
Bust of commence- 

(except where hostilities have actually been com- ment of hostili- 
menced, or preparations actually made for the com- Lae seat nd 
mencemént of hostilities, against the British nation in peers Pr 
India, or against some of the princes or states depen- 

ddht thereon, or whose territories the said Uniged Company shall be 
at such time engaged by any subsisting treaty-to defend or guarantee), 

« 


either 







of PRION. ep as 


feeing the pos of any 


general and Council to declare war or to commence 

o hostilities, es, oF ta enter into any treaty for making war against any 

other prince or state, than such as shall be actually pena ok 
“‘Tities, or making rations as aforesaid, or to make such treaty for 

guaranteeing the Possessions of any prince or state, but upon the con- 

_ sideration of such prince or state actually engaging to assist the’'Com- 

pany against such hostilities commenced, or preparations madeas afore- 

‘said ; and in all cases where hostilities shall be commenced, or treaty 

made, the said Governor-General and Council shall, by the most expe- 

| Cites ‘means they can devise, communicate the same unto the said 

‘oft, of Directors, or to the said Secret Committee, together with a 

i state of ‘the information and intelligence upon which they pe 

ve commenced such hostilities, or made such treaties, and their 

_ motives and reasons for the same at large-—(Vide Sree in 
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ir SECRET committee of the ‘House “of-Commons. was ape 


pointed i in the year 1771, to inquire into the state of the East- 
India Company. Between the date of the committee’s. nomi: 5 
‘nation and the month of June 1778, they made nine ‘yolignt® 
% nous reports on the affairs of India, in which a full te 


taken of the various and extensive subjects connected wi 
every branch of the Company’s government, both at jhappe aed ; 
abroad, ee 

The committee dwelt upon the ‘icing: experienced. by the 
natives from oppression practised in a country where the name 
of. an Europeap was sufficient to authorize any act of injustice, 
The committee urged upon the House the importance. of 
introducing a new system of government, supported by a new 
system of jurisprudence, and thereby secure prompt and effec- 
tive obedience from the Company’s servants and other British 

subjects to the governing power; and likewise facilitate .the 
meatis of redress, by establishing a fixed, lasting, and regular 
course of justice for the permanent secutity of liberty. ‘nd 
property. The regulating act of 1773, appointing % Governor- 
General and Council, and establishing a supreme court, at 
Calcutta, was the result of the committee’s investigation, 

That act, together with acts which have been sibeauenty 
passed, provide for the resort to India of British subjects, and 
their responsibility to the local authorities during” their 
dence in that country. No person can proceed to India wil ut 
a license or certificate from the Court of Directors, t to whom 
application is to be made éh the first instance ; if the Court 


Aare wo 


do not see fit to comply with such request, it is transmit 


Set tips 


the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of aie a if 


hey ies 


concur in opinion with the Court, intimate ha t 
Par ere with regard to i its otherwise Fe 
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‘hits sie issued to the party from the Court of Direc: 
tors, permitting the applicant to proceed to India. 


The governments in India are not to license the residence of 


parties who shall not have been previously furnished with. a 
slicense or certificate from the Court pf Directdts, unless the 
Governor-General or Governor shall authorize by special 
license the residence of any British subject ; his reasons 
for so doing are to be entered on the Minutes. of Council, 
and a copy ‘of such license, and the reasons for granting it, 
are to be sent home, accompanied by an application from the 
eniy for a license from the Court of Directors. 

British, subjects are amenable to the courts of justice 


ihe, ‘and to the local regulations. No British subject is to » 


reside more than ten miles from a principal settlement, without 
a special license from the Company, or the Governor-General 
or Governor of such pringiy’  cttlement; if resident beyond 
ten miles, then to be subject - “he local civil judicature under 
certain restrictions, and to have power of appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, instead of to tne Su@der Dewanny 
Adawlut; but all persons having cause of action against any 
British subject, may, at their election, commence and prase- 
cute ‘their suit in supreme courts, instead of si, in ‘such 
provincial courts. ° 

The governments in India may declare licenses and odttifi- 


1793. 


1813. 


cates to be void; and after the expiration of two mouths : 


from the notification to the party of his license being with- 
drawn, he i is liable to prosecution for being in India without a 
license. 

_ Unlicensed parties who shall be found‘in India, or trading 
within the Company’s exclusive limits, are subjected to various 
forfeitures and penalties prescribed ‘by the acts of 1792 and 
1813. _ Dismissed persons ‘or persons who shall have yoluntari 
ne od the-service, or any free merchant, mariner, or other 
person. whose. covenants with the any shall have expired ¢ or 

é ‘bein found ‘within the limits aforesaid, are to be deemed 
to have: ‘unlay uly traded, and are subject to all the. : penaltiog 
and, forfeitures cont lined i in the various “Acts. Provision has 

ewise been made x the summary conviction and punishment it 
of British subjects being in India without Ticense, or pire 
nS the 


* 
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1784. 
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© hdd of such license, upon | infor na ot Pin # an 
»General or other principal law-of of the Compan: 
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“as the Court may see fit, not exceeding 2,000 rupees for the fi 
offence, and imprisonment for two monthis ifthe fine is not’ 
on conviction of a second offence, 4,000 rupees or four th ith: 

’ imprisonment, or he may be sent home and , ay oe) 


niisdémeanor. Persons not licensed may-ag sent h e without 
being afterwards prosecuted, and the’ Governor-General, orin 
his absence the Vice President and Governog of any-presideney 
or settlement, to take, arrest, seize, and send them to the United, 
Kingdom on board any ship or ships in the Company's service. 

» All British’ subjects are required to enter in the provincial. 
office the iame and place of their native stewards and’ agents: 
Justices of the peare may be ay: sointed from the British subjects. 
By the act of 1813, justices of speace in the provinces ne 
jurisdiction in case of assault at. ..espass committed by Britis 
subjects on the natives of Tidia; and in cases of small ics 
ds to natives ffom British subjects. 


opnhatt a 
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Amenable to Courts in India and England, and subject to the toout 
Regulations. 


‘iy All his Majesty's subjects, as well servants of pyitig ala 


24 Geo. 3, the United Company as others, shall be and are hereb ye _amenabile to jus- 


¢. 25, 
§ 44. 


1786. 
26 Geo. 3, 


§ rel 


tice for all acts 


declared to be amenable to all courts of justice (bo dove in Fodaa: 


in India and in Great Britain) of competent jurisdiction 
to try offences committed in India, for all acts, injuries, . wron 
oppressions, trespasses, misdemeanors, crimes, and offences whratso- 
ever, by them or any of them done, or to be done or contjnitter 
any of the lands or territories of any native prince or state, or 
their persons or properties, or the persons or properties of any’ of their 
subjects or people, in the same manner as if the same had been d lone 
or committed within the territories directly subject to and x 
British government in India. as 
(2) As well the servants of the United Company as | oN 
all other. of his Majesty’s subjects resitlent or to be dent in. tude 
resident in India, shall be, and are hereby declared Sc 
. ty be amenable to the courts of Oyer and ‘Terminer and at 
i ery. and courts of murders, felonies, | re ; 
aries, rapes of women, perjuries, confederacies, riots, Touts, 4 
retainings, 
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retainings, ions, trespasses, wrongs, and other misdemeanors, Laws; 
offence ces and i ‘injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or Keer 


ited, or to be by them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated <j 36. Geo. 3, 

in’ any of the countries or parts of Asia, Africa, or America, beyond » 5% 
the Cape of Good: Hope. to the Streights of Magellan, within the 57° 
limits of the: exclusive trade of the said United Company, whether 

the same shall have been done, committed, or perpetrated, or shall 
hereafter be done, committed, or perpetrated against any of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, or against! any other person or persons whatsoever, 

“Ais ‘Majesty’s’ (3) All his: Majesty's subjects, as well servants of 1793. 
Hie ant, the United Company as others, shall be and are hereby a ve 3, 
‘justice: in India Aeclared, to be amenable to all courts of justice, both Lie. 
and Great Bri- in India and Great Britain, of competent jurisdiction . 
on fal pie to try offences committed in India, for all acts, injuries, 
riés of native | Wrongs, oppressions, trespasses, misdemeanors, offences 
princes, and crimes whatever, by them or eny of them done or » 
to' be. done or! committed in any .of the lands or territories of any 
native iprince or state, or against their persons or properties, or the 
persons or properties of any of their subjects or people, in the 
same manner as if the same had been done or committed within the 
territories directly subject to and under the British government in India. 

All, persons'to -. (4)"All persons who shall proceed to the East-Indies 1813. 
be subject to the shall, upon their arrival at any place#within the limits “ Oe, t 
gulations of . 155, 
the local govern- of the said United Company’s government, be subject % 35. 

ade to all such rules and regulations as now are or hereafer 
may be in force within those limits. 


7 


As to.granting Licenses. 


WhentheCourt (5) And whereas it is the duty of this country to § 33. 
ot oy neat promote the interest and happiness of the native inhabi- 
ee 13 fin shine tants of the British dominions in India, and such meas 
mitted to the "sures ought to be adopted as may tend to the intro- 

duction among them of useful knowledge, and of reli- 
gious and moral improvement; and in furtherance of the above objects, 
sufficient facilities ought to be afforded by Jaw to persons desirous of 
going to and remaining in India, for the purpose of accomplishing 
those benevolent designs, so as the authority of the local governments 
respecting the intercourse of Europeans with the interior of the 
country be preserved, and the principles of the British Government, 
on which the natives of India have hitherto relied for the free exercise 
‘of their religion, be inviolably maintained: and whereas it is expedient 
‘to make provision for granting permission to persons desirous of 
goiig to and remaining in India for the above purposes, and also to 
persons desirous of going to and remaining there for other lawful pur- 
poses; be it therefore enacted, that when and as often as any applica-* 
tion shall be made to the said Court of Directors, for or on behalf of 
any person or persons desirous of proceeding to the Eagtelndies for per- 
n 4 mission 


& 
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“DAWS. thission iso:to doy the said Court shall, unless they-shall think fit.to 
ips. "comply, therewith, transmit every such application within, one month 
163 Geo. 3, from the receipt thereof ‘to the said Board of Commissioners for the 
153, « Affairs of India; and in case the said commissioners shail.not see any 
$33." sufficient objection thereto, it shall and may be lawful for the said com- 
missioners to direct that such person or persons shall, at his or'theirown 
special charge, be permitted to: proceed to any of the said: principal 
settlements of the said Company, and that such person or persons 
shall be furnished by the said Court of Directors with a certificate or 
certificates; according to such form as the ‘said commissioners ‘shall 
prescribe, signifying that such person or persons hath or have, so pro- 
ceeded ‘with the cognizance and under the sanction of the said Court 
. of Directors ; and that all such certificates: shall entitle, the) persons 
obtaining the same, so Jong as they shall properly conduct themselvés, 
to the countenance and protection of the several governments of. the 
‘said Company in the East-Indies and parts aforesaid, in their respec- 
tive pursuits, subject to all such provisions, and restrietions,as are now 
in force, or may hereafter be judged necessary with regard to persons 
residing in India, ; bk 
§ 34. (6) Provided always, that nothing herein contai ‘Directors may 
shall extend or be construed to extend to restrict “Or make Peg. gl 
prohibit the said Court of Directorsfrom offering such eieaianionts “6 
representations to the said Board of Commissioners, be 
respecting persons so applying for permission to proceed to the East- 
Tngies, as the said Court of Directors may at any time think fits 


Governments not to license but under special circumstances, 


§ 37. (7) It shall net. be lawful for any of the governments, _ Governments 
of the said Company, at their several presidencies, to ip Jada are 
license or otherwise authorize the residence, at any Sience of his 
‘place or places within the limits of the said Company's Majesty's sub- 
governments, of any subject of his Majesty who ‘shall Ae ange - 
‘go thereto after the tenth day of April one thousand poranpB 
‘eight hundred and fourteen, unless such person. shall. under special 

have been previously furnished with a license’ or cer-" M*¥Msance 
\tificaté from the Court of Directors of the said Company, or have 
otherwise been authorized hy law to reside within: the) said’ limits : 

. provided, nevertheless, that any Governor-General or Govertior of any 

of the said’ presidencies, for extraordinary reasons, to be entered upon 

“the minutes of counci), may authorize by special license the residence 

‘sof any subject of his Majesty in any place or places under the govern- 
ment of such (presidency, until the pleasure of the said Court of Direc- 

‘tors shall be known in that behalf ; and that such special license: shall 

be deemedand taken:to be of the same’ force, and. effect as,.a license 
*-ofiand:from the said Court of Directors, until notice, of the. pleasure 

‘of the said Court:to. the contrary shall have: been, given to) such, per- 

son, by delivery thereof to such person, or by leaving the same. 4 8 

Wield . last 
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ast place of ‘abode; or by publication thereof: in the gazette.of the ee . 
“presidency by which such special license shall havevbeen granted : a, 
oprovided that’ a copy of such license, and of the reasons: for granting” 53 Geo, 3, 
‘the same, accompanied with an application for a license from the said, ©. 155, 
of Directors) shall-be transmitted to the said Court of Directors — 
with after the granting thereof. 
“Board of Con-' (8) It shall and may be lawful oe the Board of § 38. 
fh a pte Commissioners for the Affairs of India, by license in 
to toand writing for that purpose, upon such terms and condi- 
mnisien met tions as they may think fit, to authorize any person or 
Cite Side persons to proceed to and reside at any place or places 
iter. | situate ‘more to the northward than eleven degrees of 
south) latitude, ‘and between the sixty-fourth and one hundred and 4 
“fiftieth degrees of east longitude from London, and not being upon the 
‘continent of Asia, between the river Indus and the town of Malacca 
in¢lusive; nor in any island under the government of the said Com- 
‘pany lying to the northward of the equator; nor at the said Company’s 
‘factoxy at Bencoolen, nor its dependencies ; nor within the dominions 
of the Emperor of China; any act, matter, or thing whatsoever to the 
erate notwithstanding. 
His Majesty’s (9) It shall and may be lawful for any subjects of — § 39. 
subjects. authu-' his Majesty to proceed to and reside at any place or 
yee pang ‘© places situate more to the southward than eleven de- 
laces ‘within’ grees of south latitude, or more to the westward than 
certain: limits: sixty-four degrees, or more to the eastward than one 
without license. Hundred and fifty degrees of east longitude from Lon- 
don, for any lawful purposes, without any license whatsoever; any 
thing'in’this or any other act, or in any charter contained to the con- 
arany notwithstanding. 


British. Subjects.to reside within ten miles of a principal. Settlement, 
, untess licensed by Government to reside beyond it. 


a persons to (10) During all such‘time as the Company shall be _ 1793. 
tesidé more'than’ entitled to the said exclusive trade, subject'as aforesaid, 39 Geo. 5 
adel vis it shall not be lawfal for any British subject or sub- —§ 98. 
ment ' without jects in the service of the said Company, or licensed 
leave of the Go-\ hy them to go to, or to live, or continue in India; to 

(APRS reside in any other place there than in one of the 
‘principal ‘settlements of the said Company, or within ten miles of 
“such principal’ settlement, without the special license of the ‘said 

‘Company, or of the Governor-General, or Governors of, such principal 
‘ t, in writing, ‘for that purpose first had and obtained ; nor 
‘shall’ any such British subject or subjects go to or continue beyond 
the’ limits aforesaid for any longer space of time, or at any other time 
‘or times respectively, than shall be specified in his or their license of 

‘order of leave iri that behalf, on pain of being dismissed the service of 

a said Company, and forfeiting. to the said Company such wages, 

salaries 


. 
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1813, 
53 Geo, 3, 
e. 155, 

§ 107. 


ale” RT 


‘to continue or reside in India. | 
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* 


106 (+ BRITISH, SUBIECT By, 


salaries and allowances .as:shail be due by the, epid Fommpany 4 Ae, 
person. or persons so offending, ae of his SME HORS Pi 
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(11) All British Subjects of his Majesty, as well the 
servants of the said United Company as others, who 
shall reside, or shall carry on trade or other business, 
or shall be in the occupation or possession of any im- 
moveable property in any part of the British Territories 
in India, at the distance of more than ten miles from 


' the several’ presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint 


George, and Bombay respectively, shall be ‘subject to 
the jurisdiction of all courts which now have, or here- 
after may have cognizance of civil suits or matters of 
revenue, either originally or by way of appeal, within 
the districts or places where such British subjects shall 
so reside, or carry on trade or business, or possess or 
occupy immoveable property, in all actions and pro- 
ceedings of a civil nature, and in all matters of revenue 


(except as hereinafter excepted), in the like manner ag yea 


natives of India, and other persons not British subjects, 
are now liable to the jurisdiction of such courts by and 
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Not to, bar the 
Jurisdiction of 


under the regulations of the several governments of ‘the King’s 


Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay re- 
spectively : provided always, that no British subject 


courts. — The || 
laintiff may sue 
there, at his elec-' 


shall be liable to be sued in any such court in respect tion. 
of residence, unless he shall have his residence within the jurisdiction 
thereof at the time of commencing the action or proceeding against 
him ; or that the cause of suit shall have arisen within the jurisdiction 
of the said court, and the suit shall be commenced within two years 
after the cause thereof shall have arisen, and also within six ‘months 
after the defendant shall have ceased to reside within such jurisdiction; 
nor shall any British subject be liable to be sued in any such court 
in respect of his carrying on trade or business within the jurisdiction 
thereof, unless the cause of suit shall have arisen within such jurisdic- 
tion, and shal! relate to the trade or business so Carried on ; nor to be 
sued in respect of any immoveable property possessed or occupied by 
him, ‘unless such property shall be situated within the jurisdictiomof 
the court in which he shall be so sued, and such suit shall be brought 
to recover the possession or occupation of such property, or for rent, 
or other demand arising out of the possession or occupation of such 
property by such British subject: provided also, that where by. the 
laws or regulations in force, or hereafter to be in force, within the 
provinces respectively subject to the governments of Fort William, 
Fort Saint George, and Bombay aforesaid, it would be competent toa 
party ‘to any final judgment or decree of any subordinate civil or 
revenue 


a ° 
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sa “Court of judicature, to appeal ‘therefrom to roan Laws. 
Dewatny Adawlut, or other court however denominated, exercising - aa 
within those provinces respectively the highest appellate jurisdiction * 53 Geo. 3, 
in civil suits, it shall be competent to British esos of his Majesty,» = ¢ 1° 
in syits commenced against them under the provisi igns of this act, § 
instead of appealing to the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, or other 

court so exercising the highest appellate jurisdiction as aforesaid, to 

appeal to the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William, or Fort 

Saint George, or the Recorder's Court at Bombay, according as the 

suit may have been commenced in the provinces subordinate to either 

of the said presidencies; and such court shall have the same powers 

as to suspending or allowing execution of the judgment or decree ap- 
pealed against, and as to taking security for costs, or for the per- 
formance of the decree or judgment of the said subordinate courts, 

as the said Sudder Dewanny Adawlut or other such court as aforesaid 
would have had, and shall also make rules of practice for the conduct 

of the said appeals, in all other respects conforming in substance and 

effect as nearly as possible to the course of procedure of the said 
Sadder Dewanny Adawlut, or other such court as aforesaid in cases 

of appeal ; prowided also, ‘that nothing herein contained shall extend, 

or be construed to extend, to take away the jurisdiction of the said 
Supréme Courts of Judicature at Fort William and Madras, or the 

said Recorder's Court at Bombay respectively ; but that all persons 
having cause of action against any British subject may, at their 
election, instead of suing in such provincial courts as hereinbefore 
provided, commence and prosecute their said suits in the said Su- 
preme Courts of Judicature, and the said Recorder's Court respec- 
tively, in the same manner as before the passing of this act; provided 

also, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed 

to extend, to authorize the holding or occupying of any land or 

other immoveable property beyond the limits of the said several 
presidencies, by any British subject of his Majesty, otherwise. than 
under and according to the permission of the governments of the said 
presidencies. 


British subjects 
allowed to.reside 
more than ten 
miles from pre- 
sid@ncy, shall, 

rocure and, re- 
gister certificate 

such 
m in the court 
of the district; 
and suing inany 
civil courts, shall 


produce copy of 


such certificate, 
or an affidavit 
accounting for 
hot filing it. 


(12) Every British subject of his Majesty, not in the 
service of his said Majesty, or of the said United 
Company, who, after the tenth day of April, one thoy- 
said eight hundred and fourteen, shall go to and reside 
in any part of the British territories in India, distant 


more than ten miles from the presidency to which the 


same shall be subordinate, with the permission of the 
government of such presidency, or who shall after the 
said day change his residence from one part thereof to 
another, distant as aforesaid, with such permission, 
shall procure from the chief secretary of the said 
government, or other officer authorized for that pur- 
pose, a certificate signed by the said chief secretary or 

. other 


§ los. 
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c. 155, 
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§ 36. 
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other officer, “expressing that such British. reg eis rm, 
of such government to reside at such place, 

* expressing also whether such permission. oo pode} pres urin, ce 
‘pleasure of such government or for any limited bbe and the > sa said 
certificate shall. be deposited by such British subject, in the ci il oe 
of the district, in which he shall so go to reside, siti ene mo 
after his taking up his residence there, and. shall be kept stig te 
records of the said court; of which certificate so deposit L Ay 
copy, attested. by the judge or other officer. of such court ea 
authorized, shall be given to the party depositing the an and shal 
be deemed and taken in all courts of justice, and.on all occasions 
whatsoever, to be good and sufficient evidence of such. certificate, 
unless the contrary shall be shewn: and no British subject not inthe 
service of his Majesty, or of the said United Company,” going to 
reside in any such part of the British territories, or changing his resi- 
dence from one part thereof to another, after the said day, shall be 
allowed, while he so resides, to haye or maintain any civil action or 
proceeding (other than in the nature of an. appeal) against-any person 
whomsoever in any court of civil jurisdiction within the British terri- 
tories in India, until he shall have filed; in the court in which:such 
action or proceeding is. commenced, a copy of such:certificate, signed 
by the judge of the court wherein the same is, deposited, or 
affidavit accounting to the satisfaction of the court for not, filing, 
same; and if it shall be proved to the court in which such, action 
is brought, that such British subject is residing at. any place within 
the said territories, distant more than. ten miles from the presidency. 
to which it, is subordinate, without such certificate, or otherwise.than 
according to the permission contained in such. certificate;,or that 
such permission has been revoked, or that, being for a limited time, 
it has expired and has not been renewed, and that such British subject 
is therefore residing without permission at.more than ten:miles,dis« 
tance from such presidency, such British subject. shall agp 


nonsuited. 


Licenses and Certificates to British Subjects may be withdrawn. ) & 


(13) If any person, having obtained a certificate or Governments in 
license from the said Court of Directors authorizing ba ni tes 
such person to proceed to the East-Indies, shall at any: and: di 1s 
time so conduct. himself as, in the judgment. of the be. void. — 
Governor-General, or Governor of the presidency pain So 
within which such person shall be found, to have for-) resi 
feited his claim to the countenance and protection of {,, Pic poe altae abt 
the government of such presidency, it shall and may ter oti... “0 
be. lawful for such Governor-General or Governor, by. order; to declare 
that the. certificate or license so obtained by. such. person shall. 
void from.a day, tobe named in such order ; and.from and_after such 
ae, so to be named in such order, such person shall be deemed and 

taken 





* 
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ue a n resi d being in the East- Indies without 
fe a mt r nitty To heagiamt and thay be sent forthwith’ tothe 
Kingdom; any matter or thing Wwhutsoever to the | 
sbtwltbatanding' provided nevertheless, that no person whose ‘certi- * 
ficate or ‘Hicense shall have been so vacated by order of any'of the 
vernments of the ‘said Company as aforesaid, shall, be subject or 
ah able to any prosecution for residing or being found in the East-Indies 
without. license or authority for that purpose, until two months after 
notice of such. order shall have been given to such person, by deli- 
very to such person of a copy thereof, or by leaving the same at the 
last lace of abode of such person, or by publication of such order 
it gazette of the presidency where such order foal be made a 
ni of itself. 


» Unlicensed and. dismissed Persons, or Persons who have voluntarily 
resigned, 


Ships, &e. of (14) And whereas various statutes have been nee 
Unlicensed per tofore made for securing to the said United Company 
within syn their sole and exclusive right of trading to the East- 
of the Fast-In-’ Indies, and parts aforesaid, during the continuance’ of 
Same such sole and exclusive right, and to restrain all illicit 

gers and clandestine trade to, in, and from the East-Indies, 
and ‘parts aforesaid’; and whereas the limitations and provisions in this 
act contained, concerning the future conduct of the said trade, require 
that some alterations should be made in the said statutes; and it may 
be convenient ‘that such provisions as shall be deemed necessary’ for 
setting to the said Company the full benefit of such sole and exclu- 
sive right (subject to the provisions and limitations contained in this 
att), and for restraining all clandestine and illicit trade in, to, and from 
thé’ East-Indies, and parts aforesaid, should be reduced into one act 
‘of Parliament : be it further enacted, that if any of the subjects of his 

Majesty, ‘his heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great Britain, or 
theislands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or Faro 
Isles, or to any of his Majesty’s colonies, islands, or plantations’in 
America or the West-Indies, other than such as by the said United 
Company shall be licensed, or otherwise thereunto lawfully authorized, 
shall ‘at any time or times, before such determination of the said 
‘Company’s..whole and sole trade as is hereinbefore limited, directly 
or indiréctly sail to, visit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure to, 
in, or from, the said East-Indies, or other parts hereinbefore mentioned, 
‘contrary to ‘the limitations and provisivns of this act, or the true intent 
‘and meaning thereof, ‘all and every ‘such offender or offenders ‘shall 
incur the, forfeiture and loss of all the ships and vessels belonging to 
or employed ‘by such “subjects respectively, with the guns, tackle, 
ape and furniture thereunto belonging, and also all the goods ‘and 
merchandize laden ‘thereupon, or which were or shall be sent, ac- 
quired, ‘traded, trafficked, or adventured within’ the said East-Indies, 
Pie HamFah oc its: ! i or 
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§ 122. 
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or parts aforesaid ; aiid all the-proceeds sind effects,of ach (goods and 
merchandize, and double the value thereof (to wit), one-fourth: part 
of such: forfeiture to such person or persons who shall seize, inform, 


“Sor sue for the same ; and the other three-fourth parts thereof to the 


use of ‘the said United | Gana: they aeneris hens the Oni 
pe RMON pT O cir pinioud 
(15) ‘All and every subject and subjects of his Ma- Persons going 
jeaby, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great ‘to the said parts 
@Britain, or the islands, colonies, or plantations afore- riggs this 
-gaid, or any of them, who shall at any ‘time or times to have ‘traded 
vbefore such determination of the said’ United Company's: ™!wfully. 
whole’and sole’ trade, as is hereinbefore limited, go, sail, or repair to 
the said East-Indies, or parts aforesaid, against any of the provisions 
‘of this act, shall be deemed and accounted to have unlawfully traded 
“and trafficked there, and all the ships, goods and merchandize which 
shall be employed therein, or found in his or their custody, or in the 
custody of any other person or persons by his or their employment, 
order, or procurement, shall and may be seized, and shall be forfeited, 


with double the value thereof; one-fourth of which forfeiture: shall 


belong to the person or persons who shall seize, inform, or sue for 
the same; and three-fourths thereof to the use of the said United 


a a they thereout defraying the charges of prosecution. 


(16) If any subject or subjects of his Majesty, his Any iilideied 
“heirs or successors, of or belonging to Great Britain, persons going to 
or any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, found aa. 
not being lawfully licensed or authorized, shall at any able to fine and 
oné time or times before such determination of the said i™prisonment. 
Company's whole and sole trade, as is hereinbefore limited, directly 
or indirectly go, sail, or repair to, or be found in the East-Indies, or 
any of the parts aforesaid, all and every such person and persons are 
hereby declared to be guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor, and 
being convicted thereof, shall be liable to such fine orimprisonment, or 
both fine and imprisonment, as the court in which such person or per- 
sons shall*be convicted shall think fit; and in case ofa fine, one 
moiety thereof shall belong to his Majesty, his heirs or successors, 
and the other moiety thereof to’ the said United Company, if they 
“shall prosecute the saidwffence, or otherwise such moiety shall be ‘to 
the use of such person or persons as shall prosecute the same. | 


,. (17) At any time or times before such determina- Such Beats 
tion of the said Company’s whole and sole trade as is ney 
hereinbefore limited, it shall and may be Jawful to td eng 
and for the said Company and their successors, by and and may be com- 
through such person or persons as is and are hereafter ™itte 
mentioned, to take, arrest and seize, or cause to be taken, arrested 

and ‘seized, at any place or places within the East-Indies, or parts 
aforesaid, all and every person and persons, being a subject or sub- 
jects 


. 


a 
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jects of his Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to:Great “ae ‘ 
' Britain; or to’ any of the islands, colonies, or. plantations aforesaid, 4793. * 
‘whoshall go, sail, or repair to, or be, or be foundwithin the said East- 33 Geo, 3,4 
Indies or parts aforesaid, against any of ‘the provisions of this act; and reyes 
«him or‘them to remit and send or bring to’ England, there to answer sha 

for his, her, or their offence according to due course of law ; and when 
‘such person or persons shall arrive in England, it shall and may be ‘ 

awful. to: and fer any one or more of his Majesty's. justices of the 

‘peace, and he and they are hereby authorized and required to, commjt 

-all.and every such;person. or persons to the next county gaol, there to 

remain until sufficient security be given, by natural-born ‘subjects or 
» denizens, for the appearance of such person or persons in the court.in 

which he,or they shall or may be sued or proseéuted, or shall be 

under actual prosecution in. respect of such his or their offence, and 

for his or their not going out of court, or out of the kingdom, without 

the leave of such court. 

By whom such . (18) The powers and authorities‘hereby given to'the § 133. 
Bead: Bs ihe said Company, of taking, arresting, seizing, remitting, e 
feited vessels, &e. Or Sending to England, any ‘such person or /persons/as 

i feiged. aforesaid, together with the power of seizing any ships, 
‘yvessels, goods, merchandize and effects, by this act-made liable’ to 
seizure or ‘forfeiture, shall and may be enforced and put ‘in execution 
iff the name of the said Company, by the order and authority of the 
, vernor-General of Fort William in Bengal, or the Governor of Fort 
St.'George and Goyernor of Bombay for the time being respectively, 
_ or by any Chief officer of the said Company resident at any other 
of the British settlements in the East-Indies respectively, of by the 
order and. authority of the said Company’s council of supracargoes 
for the time being, at the town or factory of Carton, within the 
said town or factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other part 
of the coasts. of China, and by such other persons as shall be 
from, time to ime especially deputed and authorized for that pur- 
Pose by. ‘the Court of Directors of the said United — for the 
time being. 
Persons dismiss- _ (19) During such time as the said Ctaspeny shall § 134. 
> ee Bro have such whole and sole trade as aforesaid, if any 
within the limits person or persons who shall have been dismissed from, 
aforesaid, after oy shall have voluntarily resigned the seryice of the ° 
thetime allowed, 
to be deemed to Said Company, or any free merchant, free mariner, or 
“have unlawfully ‘other person, whose covenants or agreements with the 
ae said Company shall be expired or have ceased, or whose 
Usibetiah to. go to, or traffic, trade, or reside within the said East- 
Indies, or parts aforesaid, shall have ceased and determined, shall be 
_ or bé#found in the East-Indies, or parts and limits aforesaid, after 
Wi the expiration of such time ds shall be allowed by the respective 
governments or presidencies in India wherein such person or per- 
sons 


ayy sm 
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shall be or be found, every such person and 


pee aged 
and taken, to all intents and purposes whatever, to, ha 


unlawfully traded invthe said parts and limits contrary to pied 


and shall be subject to all the penalties, forfeitures, : 
of this act, against persons unlawfully going to or 


Pe rovisions 


cking, trading 


‘or adventuring or found in any place within the said pafte asi Tile 


i in 
anes If any of the subjects of his Majesty, his heits 
successors, of or belonging to any of his Majesty’s 
ions situate without the East-Indies, and limits ° 
of the:said Company’s charter, other than such as ska) G 
be licensed by the said United Company, or otherwise 
thereunto lawfully authorized, shall at any time before 
the determination of the further term hereby granted 
to the said Company, directly or indirectly sail to, 
visit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure to, 
in or fromthe East-Indies or parts aforesaid, or go, sail, 
orrepair thereto, or be found therein,in any other manner 


Tinker 
hraiyreein 
pe ayo 
sons tradi 
By ts hthin 
mits of the 
Gompany’schary 
ter, jg i 
than as allowed 
by this act, shall 
be subject to all 
the penalties im- 
posec. on. illicit 
traders, 
33 Geo, 3, c 52, 
§ 129, and sub- 
sequent sections... . 
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than is prescribed or allowed by the provisions of this 
act, and the terms and conditions of any livense or certificate tobe 
granted by virtue thereof, all and every such person and persons 
shall be deemed and taken to have unlawfully traged and trafficked 
there; and all such persons, and all ships and vessels found in the 
custody of any such person or persons, or engaged’ or concerned in 
such unlawful trade or traffic, and the owners, masters, and’ érews 
thereof, and all goods, merchandize, treasure and effects shipped’ ot 
laden therein, or taken out of the same, or found in the custody of 
any such person or persons, shall be subject and liable to’ all’ such’ 
and the like pains, penalties, forfeitures, disabilities, and methods of 
suit, as are contained in the said acts of the thirty-third year ‘of his’ 
present: Majesty (act supra), or either of them, or in any act or acts’ 
now in force, and which pains, penalties, forfeitures, gisabilities, ' and 
methods of suit, were enacted for the purpose of securing to the: 
* said Company the sole and exclusive right of trading to’ the East-' 
Indies, and other parts within the limits of their charter, during the 
continuance of such sole and exelusiue right, and of ‘restraining’ , 
clandestine and illicit trade in, to, and from the East-Indies ‘and 
parts aforesaid ; and all such agd the like powers, provisions, clauses, 
matters, and things, as are contained in the said acts of the thirty 
third year of his present Majesty, or either of them, or in'any act’ 
or acts now.in force, and which were enacted for the purpose afore+' 
said, shall be deemed and taken to be in force, and to. apply to all 
such unlawful trade and traffic as aforesaid, contrary to the provisions’ 
of this act, or of the terms and conditions of any license ongeerti-’ 
ficate to be granted by virtue thereof, and shall be put in execution 
during the further term hereby granted to the said Company, for the 


96 > 


wr rrisw sé te. «7 SH, 
Peay sit Hartly 208 SW KA 
purpose of etn any. ‘such -unlenfil irede or seatin, as fully and Hare: 
the same powers, provisiops,.clauses, matters and 
things 1 were Tsecdip create at large, and re-enacted in the body of ,, 53 ea z 
» and a lied. to and for the purpose last aforesaid... 4), 4, c.l58, § 40), 
alge ob for. »,(21) Whereas. it: is. expedient that provision’ should 5 101. 
n. be made for empowering the several governments of ‘ 
nt dictmseat “ok the said Company in India to. restrain, by:summary ="! 
Bate — convictions, British subjects residing in India withqyt © 


ry - 





being in’ 
bert 


| license, 


license or certificate, or beyond the terms of such 
cense or certificate, in cases where such governnients 
may not deem it advisable to exercise the powers vested 


- in them of prosecuting such persons for/a,. misdemeanor, 
» or sending them. to the United Kingdom; beit: there- 
errs, fore enacted, that upon information, being , exhibited 
for “ misdemea- hy the Advocate General, or other principal, law-officer 
a Eula of the said Company, at, any .of their presidencies, in 
on tofre- the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort, William, the . 
tease Supreme Court of, Judicature’ ,at, Madras,..the ‘Reé- 
.,gorder’s Court at Bombay, jor, the Court,of\ Judicature:at 
Prince.of Wales’ Island, that any such subject. of his Majesty has :been 
found) in, any. pa or ,place of the East-Indies,: or, parts aforesaid te 
ch the jurisdiction of the court in, which such|information, may,be 
2 at without being duly licensed or otherwise authorized for 
that. purpose, .it shall and may be lawful:forthe court inwhich, such 
information may be filed to cause such, person to be arrested and 
brought. before such court; and upon proof being duly made before 
such court of the substance of the matter stated,in the said information, 
such person shal! be.required to produce or prove the license or other 
authority..under which he came to and resides in the East-Indies, and 
under which he resorted to or was remaining, or found at \the, place 
where. he shall be proved to have been; and in case he shall fail,to 
produce or prove any such license or authority, or duly to account for 
the non-production or want of proof thereof; or if, upon production or 
proof thereof, it shall appear to the said court that the residence of sucht 
son in the East-Indies, or his resorting to or remaining in the place, 
“where he shall be proved to have been, was not within the true intent 
and meaning. of such license or authogity, if shall and may be lawful, ° 
for such court,,in a summary way,. to Convict such offender of having) 
been found, on such a day, at such a place within the East-Indies:or 
parts aforesaid, without being duly liceused or otherwise authorized for, 
that purpose, and to order such offender to pay such fine, not excéeding: 
two, thousand ‘rupees, as the said court shall think fit, and also, fo:com- 
mit sugh offender to the gaol of the presidency to which such court 
shall. belong, for a period not exceeding two months, unless such fine’ 
shall be sooner paid; and in case such person shall a second time be 
convicted of a like offence, either before the same or any other court, 
1 it 
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tans it shall and. may, be awful for such ¢oure before: w ; 
eis be s0 convicted a second. time to order such ‘offender aeitleg:s 
is Geo. 9, Stich fine, not exceeding four thousand rupees, as the said cou shall 
os pe fit, and also to commit such offender to the gaol of the prési+ 
dency to_ which such court shall belong, for a period not ex if 
four months, unless su fine shall be sooner paid : provided | 
that nothing herein contained, shall-extend, or be. const. pe 
4o repeal, alter, or.annul any enactment or provision tained in ay 
e fétmer act or acts, whereby any person so being found in’ ‘the East: ’ 
Indies or parts aforesaid, without having a license or other ai yi 
for that purpose, is or may be subjected to a prosecution for a mis- 
demeanor, or whereby such person is or may be liable to be sent to the 
United Kingdom : provided nevertheless, that no person who shall ran 
haye been convicted as aforesaid, shall be liable. to be prosecuted: for i 
a misdemeanor, or sent to the United Kingdom, in respect of any . 
residence in. the East-Indies, or parts. aforesaid, previotaly, to the 











date of such conviction. Shaan 
§ 104. (22) Whereas it may be doubtful whether the Go- Persons. Wate oy 
vernor-General. of Fort William in Benga!, or other ing © in. India)” 
2 without license, 


persons authorized to take, arrest, and seize such per- ynay be sent 
sons as may be found within the East-Indies, and other home’ withour ” 
limits of the said Company’s charter, without license pen a "3 
or other lawful authority for that purpose, have power or 
to remit or send any such person or persons to the said United: King: 
dom, except for the purpose of being prosecuted for a misdemeanor, 
and whereas it may be sufficient in many cages to remit and send such’ 
persons to the United Kingdom, without subjecting them to further’ 
punishment: be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for the 
said Governor-General, or, in his’ absence from his government, the’ 
Vice-President, the Governor of any of the said Company's presiden-' 
cies, the chief officer of the said Company resident, at any British’ 
settlement. in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, the” Company's’ 
* council of supracargoes at the town and factory of Canton, within 
the said. town and factory, and upon the river of Canton, or other 
part of the coast of China, and such other persons as may be from: 
time to time especially deputed and authorized for that pu by” 
e the Court of Directors of the United Company, 16° take;* arrest, 
seize, and cause to be taken, atrested, and seized, at any place’ or 
places’ within the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, and to remit and 
send to the United Kingdom, on board any ship or ships of or be-» 
longing to, or in the service of the said Company, bound ‘to’ ‘the: 
United Kingdom, all such persons so being found at any such place 
or places in the East-Indies or parts aforesaid, without license or a 
other lawfal authority for that purpose; and the masters or_ other 
persons having the command of all such ships shall, pa nt 
aia authorized and required to receive, and safely and securely'to 
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any ship or ships, for the purpose aforesaid, until, stich person Or = 
na Be shall be landed in some port or ports of the United Kingdom; “is 
provided always; that every person who shall be so put on board any ¢, 155, 
such ship for the purpose aforesaid, shall be entitled to be discharged § 104. 
in’ ‘such port of the United Kingdom, in which such ship shall be 
moored in safety, as such person shall think fit. 
Id actions for (28) And be it farther enacted, that if any sui ag: § 128, 
unlawful arrest- action shall be brought or commenced against the 
; ing an peers said United Company or any of their servants, or any ~ 
East Indies, ey person or persons acting by their authority, for the 
the defendants recovery of any costs or damages fdr the unlawful 
pn ia taking, arresting, seizing, imprisoning, sending, or 
billed lie on bringing into the United Kingdom of any person or 
‘Treble nse persons found in tle East-Indies or other parts afore- 
said within the limits of the said Company's charter, 
or as not being authorized to reside or traffic there, the defendant or 
defendants to such suit or action may plead the general issue, and 
give the special matter in evidence for his or their defence; and the 
proof'shall lie on the plaintiff or plaintiffs upon the trial of the issue to 
shew that, at the time or times of arresting or seizing such person or per- 
sons respectively forthe causes aforesaid, in the manner in which such 
arresting or seizing shall be. laid or charged to have been done in or 
by the declaration or declarations in such suits or actions, the person 
or persons so arrested was or were in the military or marine service of 
his Majesty, his heirs or successors, or was or were under covenant 
to serve the said Company in India, or was or were duly possessed of 
a license or licenses, certificate or certificates in writing, authorizing 
him or them to go to or reside and traffic in the East-Indies or parts 
aforesaid, or that the person or persons not being in his Majesty's 
service, was or were, at the time or times of his or their being so seized 
orarrested, entitled or authorized, by the stipulation of such covenants, 
licenses, or certificates respectively, to remain and continue in India 
or other the parts aforesaid ; and in failure of such proof, the plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuited ; and in such case, or in any 
other cases wherein the plaintift or plaintiffs fe become nonsuited, 
or wherein judgment shall be given acai: such plaintiff or plaintiffs 
upon demurrer, or where a verdict shal! pass for the defendant or 
defendants, he or they shall have treble costs awarded, to be paid by 
the respective plaintiff oy plaintifis in such suit or action ; any law, 
statute, or provision to the contrary notwithstanding. 





ashe sty "sf Assault and Trespass on Natives. 
fy (24) Whereas his Majesty's British subjects resident § 105. 
dete in the British territories in India, without jthe towns of 
oe ‘Calcutta, Madras, and the town and.island of Bombay, 
s- are now, by law, subject only to.the jurisdiction of his 
Bp 4 Majesty's 


























bee sol with force, not being felony, to the’ m 
Fi -zillah or district where the alleged offender a be 1 


“trate shall have power and authority, at the instance of the 
complaining, to take cognizance of sach complaint, to hear 
* to examine witnesses, and, having taken in writing the sub 
the complaint, defence, and evidence, to aequit or convict t 
: accused; and, in case of conviction, to inflict upon. such 
Bh» ., suitable ene by fine, not exceeding five hundred rup 
F ; levied, i in base of non-payment, by warrant under the hand of. 
Mi ‘y:magistrate, and upon any property of the party so convict 
f a may be found within the said district ; and if no such pro 
- be found within the said district, then it’ shall be lawful for 
_ Magistrate, “by warrant also under his hand, to commit such off 
some place of confinement within the said zillah or aistriet, 
the judgment of the said magistrate ‘shall be fit for 
er: or if there shall be no fit place of confinement, thei to 
l of the presidency, to er there for a period not exce 
f a Oo ‘months, unless such fine shall be sooner paid; and it, sha 
: » Awa for the said magistrate to award the whole or any | 
such fine to the party aggrieved, by way of satisfaction 
. injury: provided always, that in all” cases of conviction 
Fae li oui eid under the provision herein-before contained, th 
ys before whom such conviction shall take place shall forth 
_ copies of such conviction, and of all depositions and oth 
ings relative thereto, to the government to which the 
the offence was committed is or shall. be ‘subordinate : | 
thea such fines shall be paid in the fet instance to 1 
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cern af trade with a native partner not registe: 
eo directed, the said British subject shall not, be 
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person prosecuting to conviction, in the Supreme Court, a Briti 
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‘ra sigisood at £135 per ‘ent! Paki a total of 
0,000, which in 1789 was increased to £5,000,000, I pe ee 
ag another million at £174 per cent. In 1793 the Com- ** 


nitted, under the 33d Geo. ILL. fe 47, to in- 


as was npeeseaty should be applied to reduce be 
om nt at to £1,500,000. By another actin - 


introduced, whigh will be ictal 


0 a considerable sum of money. An act was a 

R “5 Bead setting dition of £2,000,000 to be made 

10 the capital stock, which stock, had it el Ba 
' oe eee Sr neee) eae guarantee fund provided for 

000. 1} a 


the’ capital stock, but in 1807 obtained an tt 
‘them. to increase their bond debt from £3,000,000_ ah 
D “(At the same'time it was provided, in the event of 5 i 
inereasing their capital under the act of the 87th . By 
cap. 31, the amount of the increased bond debt 
‘reduced after the rate of £200 for every £100 stock 
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“oii 6 heir by ree oe 
"capital stock under the 37th Geo. THY, cap. 3 1, £2, 
- or by increasing their bond debt 000,000, s0 0 th 
fos 53: er aesinaycnie esi ee : 





"Debts of the Company.) earths bill al Ste aie” 
kp ee | present amount of the capital sti is &, 000,000 the 
; dildo on whitch is is 10} p Fe a a NN a in nae 
‘ ( ‘ae 
a 70. els afta Guarantee Fund. he 4 th She 


“By the act of the 53d Geo. TIT. cap. 155, see. 59 it ris pro- 
vided, that when the principal debt of the Company i in \ India 
shall have been reduced to ten millions (£10,000,000),.cal~ 
‘culated at 2s. the Bengal current rupee, 8s. the Madras, pagoda, 
‘and 2s, 8d. the Bombay rupee, and the bonded debt ine Great 
Britain reduced to £3,000,000, the surplus proceeds of terri- 
torial revenue and home profits are to be applied i in repays 


Of the capital of public funds created for the Company; and 


“any further surplus is to be paid into the Exchequer, ‘to be a 
guarantee fund, ‘hot’ exceeding £12,000,000, for the capital 


stock and dividends.—( Vide Appropriation.) pbb ee 


—— 


LAWS. 

Le 

Capital may be Six Millions. aittledt 
(1) And whereas, ‘in the present circumstances of the: The Company, 
said Company, it is fit and proper that they should etc ocy 
be empowered to raise a further sum of money, beyond add £1,000,000 
what they are authorized by Jaw to raise, for the pur- © ee 
poses to which the same is hereinafter directed to be ‘seribets to be in- 
‘dpplied ; and it is expedient that such money should Corporated with 

be raised by a further increase of their capital stock: oe 


be it further enacted, that it shall and may: be lawhil to “and for 


‘ ‘the’ said Company, and they are hereby authorized and empowered, 


* 


by and with the consent and approbation of: the Commissioners 
of his Majesty’s Treasury for the time being, or! any three or more 
of them, or of the: high-treasurer for the time: being, at any time 


“or times hereafter, to open books; and to receive subscriptions 


from any person” or persons, natives or foreigners, bodies politic 


“or corporate, for enlarging their present capital stock or fund of 
_ five millions to any sum not exceeding the further sum:of one million 


= - capital stock, so as to make their whole capital stock the sum of six 


* millions’ s which said additional capital stock shall ‘be subscribed and 
f ie Pages paid 


re a t rf a 
i) ve 2 
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‘ a frat the ‘rate »of two hundred pounds for. Awe ndred = LAWS. 
meni or it such other rate as the Cc i ies: 
the il Company, with the consent and approbation of the Coe 43 Geo. $, 
a saga of his Majesty's ‘Treasury for’ the time being, oriany three — ¢.47, 
‘Lor moré of them, or of the ‘high-treasurer for the'time being; shall 5 * . 
‘direct ; which said subscription shall be made, and the money for the 
_ Said additional stock shall be paid, in-such manner, and form, and by 
such instalments and proportions, as the said Court of Directors, with 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid, shall appoint ; and the 
_ eapital stock so subscribed and paid for shall, from and after the time 
of such payment, be deemed, considered, and taken as and for a part 
cof the capital stock of the said Company; and the said subscribers, 
“from and after the time of making fall payment for the said additional 
‘stock, and their respective executors or administrators and assigns; 
shall atvall times be deemed and reputed to be’ Members of the, said 
_ompany, and incorporated therewith, and shall be intitled unto, an@ = * 
have, hold, and enjoy all and every the profits, benefits, privileges, 
advantages, and immunities, and be subject and liable to all and every 
‘the: regulations, rules, and orders whereto the present stock-holders 
‘and Members of the said Company, in respect of the stock held by 
and belonging to them, are respectively intitled, subject, and liable 
‘unto, by any act or acts of Parliament, charter, or by-law, or other- ma 
wise howsoever ; and the said additional stock shall be transferable 
and assignable, and the proprietors and holders thereof shall hold their 
respective shares of the said additional stock, in like manner respec- 
tively as the present stockholders of the said Company now do and 
hereafter shall hold and enjoy the respective sums belonging or to 
belong to them in the present capital stock of the said Company, and 
the same shall in all respects be consolidated and united into one 
es capital stock. 


Capital may be raised to Eight Millions. 


"Preamble. (2), Whereas the affairs of the United Company of 1797. 
ve pag Merebants of England trading to the East-Indies re- moors ies 
"the treasury, may quire a permanent advance of a considerable sum of  § 1. 
| add, £2,000,000 money beyond what the said Company can raise under 
to their capital 6 . ee 
stock, 2 Sub. the powers now vested in them by law; and it is expe- 
nating to bein. dient that suchmoney should be raised by an increase of 
 Sorporated with their capital stock; be it enacted by the King’s most 
‘the A ngs H ig 
excellent Majesty, that it shall and may be lawful to 
comma for the said United Company, and they are hereby authorized _ 
» and empowered, by and with the consent and approbation. of the. 
» ‘Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury for the time being, or any” 
. three or:more of jthem, or of the high treasurer for the time - being, 
- from time to time, and at any time or times hereafter, to open books 
oo receive subscriptions from any person ior persons, natives or fo- 


réigners, 


ngaciicaeds 


sicieda: 
c Shy» 
§). > 


§ 3. 
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‘ 


reigners, bodies: politic. or comporate, for enlarging ther reset cap: 
tal stock or fund) of six millions of pounds to any sum or sums not. 
the further sum of two millions’ capital’ stock; so tt 


_ exceeding 
their ‘whole capital stock shall, not exceed the sum of 


which said additional capital stock shall from time’ hein ery 
scribed and paid for at such rate for every one hundred pounds of such * 
stock as the Court of Directors of the said United Company, with ~ 
the:, consent ‘and approbation of the Commissioners of his Majesty's 
Treasury for the time’ being, or any three‘or more’ of them; ‘or of the 
high treasurer for the ‘time being, shall direct ; 3 which said subseriptions 
shall be made, and the money for the’ said additional’ stock shall 
from time to time be paid, in such manner and form, and by sach ~ 
instalments and proportions, as the said) Court of Directors, with 
such: consent and approbation as. aforesaid, shall appoint; and the © 
capital stock so subscribed and paid for, shall, from and. after. the 
time of such payment, be deemed, considered, and taken as and for 
a part.of the capital stock of the said Company; and the said .sub- 
seribers, from and after the time of makjng full payment for the said, 
additional stock, and their respective executors or administrators and 
shall at all times be deemed and reputed to he members of ° 

the said United Company, and incorporated therewith, and’shall be | 
entitled unto, and have, hold, and enjoy all and every the profits, 
benefits, privileges, advantages,#and immunities, and be subject and 
liable to, all and every the regulations, rules, and orders, whereto 
the present stockholders and members of the said United Company, 
in respect of the stock held by and belonging to them, are respectively 
entitled, subject, and liable unto by any. act. or acts of parliament, 
charter, or by-law, or otherwise howsoever. rig tty 

(3) And be it further enacted by the authority afore- _ The like divi~ 
said, that the said United Company shall and may, aa") fp be pee 
from time to time, make and pay the like dividends to as onthe present 
the proprietors of the said additional stock, as they 9! >> 
now do and hereafter shall and. may make and pay to the proprietors 
and holders of the present stock of the said United Company, the. 
first. of which said dividends shall commence from such time.as shall 
be specified in the proposals or terms to be offered for the said sub+ 
scription, by the said Court. of Directors, with such-consent and. 
approbation as aforesaid. 

(4) Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted. Preference to 
ay the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be seu yropwictor, 
lawful to and for the said Court of Directors, with not exceeding i 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid, to give the eb piacere i 
option and preference in subscribing for the said addi- heir phe ah 
tional stock, to such persons as shall hold the said tions be more 
Company's stock at the time or times of such subscrip- oe mers 
tion as aforesaid, as far as and not exceeding the deduction to be 

; amount 
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Dale if amount of fifty eouniaini centumon the capital stock LAWS. 
pa krtccorinea ‘which shall then be held by each stockholder so sub — ier 
pli by others, scribing, for-all such sums as they shall subscribes: 0P 57 Geo. 3, © 
or before a day. to. be named, by the said Coutt of Directors, ‘with et, 
such consent and approbation as aforesaid; and in case the subsetip-  °* 
tions made by, them on or before such day shall exceed the ‘sum 
proposed to be sold at that time, a proportionable deduction shall be 
made from each subscription; and if such subscription shall, om the — 
close thereof on such day. as aforesaid, fall short of the sum proposed - 
to be. sold, the deficiency shall be disposed of to other persons, as — 
the said Court of Directors, with such. consent and ahi as. 
aforesaid, shall think fit. i” 
The additional (5) Provided always, and be it further ennceell by § 4. 
stock, with con- the authority aforesaid, that nothing herein contained 
ert A Sh shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent or’ 
to one or.more restrain the Court of Directors of the said United 
Peon ty Company, by and with such consent and approbation 
as aforesaid, from agreeing with,one or more person or persons, bodies 
politic or, corporate, for the sale of the whole of the said additional. 
capital stock, or for such part or parts thereof as they shall from timey* 
to time think fit ‘and find it necessary and proper to sell ; but it shall: 
and may be lawful for the said Court, with suchiieonsent and appro-' 
bation as aforesaid, to,contract for and agree to sell the whole, or any 
part thereof, to one or more person or persons. 
iyiteeaitsto be (6) And be it further enacted by the authority ® § 5 
ets, which ey aforesaid, that as soon as reasonably may be after the 
be assigned, &c. deposit or first payment shall be made for the said ad- 
ditional stock to be subscribed for, the said Cempany’s cashier or ~ 
treasurer ’shall give a receipt for the same, and sd from time to time as 
future payments shall be made; which said receipts shall be assign- 
able and transferable by indorsement thereon ; and when the last 
payment shall be made on the said additional stock to be subscribed 
for as‘aforesaid, the holder of such receipt, on delivering up the same, 
shall/have*his or her name entered in proper books to be kept by 
the ‘said United Company for that purpose, with an account of the 
capital stock belonging to each proprietor, in like manner as the ac- 
counts of’ 'the present proprietors of India stock are kept. 
_. (7) Provided always, nevertheless, and be it further, 6. 
Pree 2§ m ide enacted, that in case any subscriber or subscribers, _ ; 
forfeited, after having subscribed, shall fail in making all or any, 
the payments agtéed at the respective times for such payments, then , 
and in every such,case the said United Company shall and may take 
in subscriptions for and sell the stock subscribed for by, such. de- 
faulter, to any other person or persons; and all deposits and | payments ity 
made by ‘such defaulter, previous to such default, shall be forfeited | to 
and become thé property of the said United Company. 
i (8) And 


= + 
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; 5 ry * 
iaws... (8) And be it further en cate by the autliority — bai guy 
— “aforesaid, that it shall and be lawful for any subscribe for i 
(1797. guardian or trustee having rid disposition of the “"™ 
rh ” moiiey of any infaut, to subscribe and pay for the said additional 
*  stockgor any part thereof, upon the terms and conditions contained 
in this act; and such infant, upon the payment of such sum or sums 
by such guardian or trustee, shall be entitled unto the ‘stock so sub- 
‘teribed and paid for on his account, and to all advantages*in respect 
thereof, in like manner as any other purchaser or subscriber ; and the 
‘said guardian or trustee, as to the sum or sums_advanced by him, 
shall be, and is hereby discharged in respect thereof, so as the name of 
such infant shall be expressed in the receipt or receipts for such 
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 Pite country of the exeuaia! ‘from BRE the” commission 
‘treated of in’ the, following sketch takes ‘its name, extends from 
‘the eigh th 4 to. ‘the, cigtednth degree. of north latitude, along’ the 
coast of Coromandel westward from the sea; it hasy‘been 
distinguished as the Carnatic below and above the Ghauts. 
It was annexed to the Mogul conquests under Aurungzebe, at 
the close of the seventeenth century, and made a dependency 
or nabobship on the Soubah of the Deccan, of which power it 
formed one of the grand divisions. * 

With the view of putting an end to the hostilities in which» 
we had been “engaged with the French from time to time, 
during a period little short of fifteen years, a negotiation 
between M. Dupleix and Mr. Saunders took place at 
Madras, in January 1754. > : 

The point in dispute was, whether Mahomed Ali should 
be acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic ; his pretensions were 
supported by the English, and opposed by the French. The 
negotiation was‘ broken off, and matters were taken up by” 
the governments of the two nations in Europe—Lord Holder- 
ness negotiating for the English, and M. Daveleur on the 
part of the French: the Duke of Newcastle and the French 
ambassador, the Duc de Mirepoix, sharing in the conference 
and decisions when necessary. The little knowledge possessed 
by the parties in Europe as to Indian affairs rendering it 
utterly impossible for them to adopt any definitive arrange- 
ment, M. Godheu was sent out to supersede M. Dupleix’ 
in the government of all the French possessions in India, 
and arrived at Pondicherry in August 1754. On the 11th 
October a suspension of arms was agreed upon; and, on 
the 23d December, a provisional treaty, which was to be 
confirmed or altered in Europe, was signed at Pondicherry. 
By that treaty Mahomed Ali was left Nabob of the Carnatic. 
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The. peace , resulting’ from ‘ne treaty wase but of short 
duration, as the war whith broke out between. the. two 
nations in Europe in 1756 extended itself to India, The 
French ministry meditated a decisive blow in India; the 
Comte’ de Lally, a member of one of the Irish families who 
accompanied James II. to France, was despatched as ‘Com- 


mander-in-chief of all the French forces. The memorable Mg 


contests, in which the Comte de Lally and M. Bussy were Op- 
posed to Lawrence, Clive, and Coote, followedvand led to the 
final evacuation of the Carnatic by the French in 1761. ‘The 
different reception given by the two nations to’ their respec- 
tive commanders, on their return to their native shores, 
presents a strong contrast: La Bourdonnais (the French naval 
commander) and Lally were thrown into the Bastile; the former 
not liberated till he had suffered three years’ imprisonment; 


the latter condemn€d to suffer an unfust and ignominious death, 


being dragged through the streets of Paris to his execution. 
Dupleix suffered in health and fortune, and his death is 
reported to have Been hastened by grief. 
The English having exfiended large sums in maintaining 
va the revenues of the country which they had secured for 
him. Pes 

Treaties were accordingly entered intovin 1763 and 1765, 
specifying the payments to be made by the Nabob. In 1766, 
the Mogul issued a phirmaund, rendering the Carnatic inde- 
pendent of the Nizam, and bestowing it on Mahomed Ali, 
together with the title of Wallah Jah Ummeer-ul-Hind, a title 
which he afterwards invariably used. 

In 1767, Hyder (whose great grandfather, a natiye of the 
Punjaub, entered the Deccan in the character of a fakir) had 
raised himself, by his talents and valour, to the government of 
the kingdom of Mysore, originally one of the dependencies of 
the great Hindu government of Bijanuggur, and ultimately 
proved the most formidable enemy we had to contend with in 
India. He had effected an alliance with the Nizam, and having 
planned an attack on the Carnatic, actually approached within 

® a short distance of Madras with five thousand horse. In. 1769, I 
having drawn the English army, a considerable “way from 
Madras, 


the interest of Mahomed Ali, looked for some return, out 


4 
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Madras, he marched with greatgrapidity six thousand horse 
to St. Thomé, from whence he sent a message to the Governor 
oP) Fort St. George, requiring that a negotiation should be 
immediately opened.» The result was a treaty concluded on 
the 4th April 1769; by the second article of which the con- 
. tracting parties agreed mutually to assist each other in drivin 
out their enemies; and, by the fifth article, to restore all the 
forts and places which might have been taken by either party 
from the other. 
“The incursions of Hyder, and the continued wars to which 
the Carnatic had been subjected for a series of years, had 
drained the country of its resources ; its revenues were nearly 
swallowed up in payment of exorbitant interest, by the grant —* 
of tunkas or assignments of land. In 1770, the military defence 
of the country was committed to the English, With the view 
of recovering his affairs, Mahomed Ali, in 1781, assigned all 
his revenues to the East-India Company, and an arrangemenf® 
was entered into with his Highness by the Bengal Government, 
when provision was made for a settlement of his debts, and a 
plan for their adjudication was subsequently communicated by 
the Madras Government to the authorities in Europe. al * 

A Secret Committee of the House of Commons had, in the 
same year, been appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
war in the Carnatic, and into the condition of the British 
possessions in those parts: this Committee, in their Fourth 
Report, which was presented in February 1782, called the 
attention of the House of Commons to the debts due by the 
Nabob to the Company and to private individuals. 

By the 37th section of the act of 1784, cap. 25, which first 
established the Board of Commissioners, the Court of Direc- 
tors were required to take into consideration the origin and 
justice of the demands of British subjects on the Nabob. 

At the time when this enactment was passed, the private 
debts of the Nabob were divide into three classes; viz. : 

Old Debt, consolidated in L167 ;—New Debt, consolidated 
in 1777;—and, debt A enticntty called the “ Cavalry Loan ;” 
due for ‘advances made to the Nabob to enable him to pay e 
“ arrears to his cavalry.” 

Independently of these debts, the Nabob was constantly 
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in arrear to the Company: and he had, by freaty with. the 
Bengal Government, engage to Tigujdate such ‘arrear by dn 

payment of seven lacs of pagodas. He subsequently 
ae to set apart a further sum of fiveglacs for the discharge 
of his debts, making a total of twelve lacs. 

The Court of Directors, in obedience to the directions of 
the Legislature, took into consideration the subject of the 
debts of the Nabob; and finding themselves unable to! come 
to satisfactory conclusions respecting the origin and justice 
of the whole of such demands, they proposed to instruct the 
Government of Madras to institute a full examination into 
them. 

The Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, which 
had recently been instituted, and to whom the proposed 
instructions were necessarily submitted, took a different’ view 
of the subject. . Directions were substituted for ntaking up, 
the three classes of debts, with interest, and: for discharging 
them out of thé before-mentioned fund of twelve lacs’ of 
pagodas; to be applied—Ist, to the growing interest on the 
cavalry loan:—2d, to the growing interest on the new debt. >, 

»of 1777. The remainder was then to be equally divided; one- 
half to be applied to the payment of the arrears to ‘his! Coni- 
pany, and the other half to the growing interest and the dis- 

’ charge of the principal of the debt of 1767; and after that. 
should be discharged, then such half was to be applied to 
the current interest and principal of the cavalry loan. When 
the cavalry loan was discharged, then the Company were to 
receive towards their arrears the sum of seven lacs, instead 
of the moiety of a balance, as stated above; and when the 
Company’s debt was liquidated, the whole of the twelve lacs 
was to be applied to the discharge of the new consolidated debt 
of 1777. 

The mode thus prescribed by the Board for the settlement 
of the Nabob’s debts, took from the Company for a length of 
time the greater part of the be®®fit of the seven lacs of pago- 
das, which the Nabob had agreetl, to. set apart in ‘satisfaction 
of their demands. « 

The Court of Directors made a strong but inelfeocgal re- 
monstrance against these early proceedings of the Board. 

‘i A warm 


* 
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7 
A warm discussion on ne sublet took place ‘in the House 


of Commons, upon a motion for the production ‘of papers, 
which was made by. Mr. Fox on the 28th of a 


1785. 
_ The arrangement, as framed by the Board, was despatched 


to Madras, and promulgated there; in consequence of which, i 


and of other directions from home respecting the affairs of 
the Carnatic, the preliminary articles of a treaty were entered 
into between the Government of Fort St. George and the 
Nabob ; in the second article of which his Highness agreed to 
pay “twelve lacs of pagodas per annum, on account of his 
“‘ debts to the Company and to private creditors, until those 
* debts Should be discharged.” This article was confirmed in 
a treaty concluded with the Nabob in 1787. 

_ By Art, 2. of that treaty, provision was made for the grant 
to the Company by the Nabob of an annual sum by way of 
peace subsidy; and in case of war, for the appropriation, under 
the Company’s direction, of four-fifths of the revenues of the 
Carnatic to war expenses; the Nabob’s proportion of which 
was fixed at ?} parts. The contingency which was contem- 
plated soon arose, and the Carnatic again became the scene 
of an extensive war with Tippoo. The entire expenses in- 
curred in consequence, after deducting a payment from Tippoo 
at the conclusion of the war, amounted to £38,310,000; of 
which the Nabob’s share, and which formed a debt to the 
Company, amounted to £1,623,000. 

On the termination of the war in 1792, a new treaty was 
formed with the Nahob, by which he engaged to allow the 
sum of nine lacs of pagodas annually, as peace subsidy; but 
the sum applicable to the discharge of his private debts was 
fixed by this treaty at only 6,21,105 pagodas annually. 

Under the arrangerhents framed in 1784, the old consoli- 
dated debt of 1767, and a part of the cavalry debt, had been 
discharged previously to the breaking out of the war with 
Tippoo in 1790; during which the Company, as stipulated 
by the treaty of 1787, had received and applied to war ex- 
penses four-fifths of the Carnatic revenues; and for that 
period all payments, on account of the creditors were  sus- 
pended. 4 
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The state of the debts of ge “Nabob este again 
consideration of the, autho es at home in the yea Aad 


when Mr. Dundas, then President of the. Indig-Board,, pro- 
posed, a plan for transferring those. to the Company. 
That plan did yot meet with the concurrence of the Courtof 


_ Directors. Much correspondence ensued between. the Board 


and the. Court; in the course of which the Board. proposed, 
that instructions should. be issued, to the» ‘Government of, iad 
St. George to the following effect : 

The cavalry loan, it was presumed, had heen discharged by 
the payments under the treaty of 1792; and it was caléulated 
that if the payments under the arrangement of 1784 had. not 
been suspended by the war, thatloan would have. been. finally 
liquidated in 1790; and that, consequently, five lacs would have 
been applicable from that period to the liquidation of the debt 
of 1777. The payment of interest to the holders of that debt 
had also ceased during the war. 

It was now proposed, that as the Company found. it Spain 
sary, in order to proyide for the defence of the country; te 
take possession of the Nabob’s territories, and. to apply the 
revenues arising from them to the expense of the war, and-net, 
to the payment of the sums which became annually due to the 
creditors, according to the agreement of 1784, the Company 
should be considered as having borrowed the sums which 
ought to have been paid to the creditors from the treaty of 
1792. 

Upon this principle it was proposed to instruct the Miekeat 
Government to pay to the creditors, either in cash or by bonds 
bearing six per cent. interest, the sums which, but for the, sus- 
pension in the payments of the cavalry loan, they would have 
received in liquidation of the principal of their debt, and also 
the amount of interest which had been suspended during 
the war. ‘These payments, were calculated at upwards of 
eighteen lacs of pagodas. 

The Court of Directors objected in strong terms (although. 
some members dissented from such objection) to these propo- - 
sals, contending that, during the war, the existiig treaties, 


"and the interests of the creditors themselves, required the 


pee of the revenues to the war expenses ; and, there- 


fore, 
. 
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fore, that the creditors "ting ms war, had no just dain on 
the revenues. — 

“After much corre eau with the Board of Cothimis- 
sidners and with the die for the creditors, and after remon- 
strance on the part of the Court of Directéts, the proposed 
arrahgement was accordingly despatched to Madras. Thee 
despatch also contained instructions for the payment of the 
Whole of the sum of pagodas 6,21,105, under the treaty of 
1792, to the creditors of 1777; and that such payment should 
not be suspended, on any account whatever, until the debt 
should be fully liquidated. 

“It has been before stated, that the sum which was to be 
paid to ‘the creditors under the orders enforced by the Board, 
was estimated at upwards of eighteen lacs of pagodas, Under 
‘ the construction put upon those orders by the Goyernment of 

Fort St. George, the sum due to the creditors appeared to be 

more than twenty-three lacs, or one milion two hundred 

thousand pounds. “ 

That Government experiencing considertble difficulty in 
the execution of the orders, referred them tu the Government 
of Bengal in August 1796, by whom it was determined to issue, 
in proportions of twenty-five per cent. annually, notes for the 
amount transferable to Bengal, receivable on the remittance 
for the Indian debt, and providing for the regular payment of 
the interest and the discharge of the notes, according to the 
priority of date. 

The whole of these proceedings came under the considera- 
tion of the General Court of Proprietors in May 1797, which 
was held on a requisition from nine proprietors, when a motion 
was made, declaring that, by the act of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Affairs of India, the Company had been un-— 
justly subjected to the’ loss of £1,200,000, and proposing the 
appointment of a Committee of Proprietors “ to consider 
“ what relief could be obtained for the Company, and what 
“ measures ought to be adopted to secure them for the future 
“from those fatal consequences which must ensue from an 
« adherence to the principles laid down by the Board.”* 

A long debate arose upon this motion, the question on 

s K 4 + ~ which’ 


* 
’ * Vide Papers printed for the Proprietors, 1797. 
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which was. decided, by. ‘the, ballot ‘in, ‘Aeiticesrnen mae te 
May 1797; the numbers hoving heen $44, votes Sas 

tion, and 563 votes, against it, Notwithstanding this dover’ 
the. General, Court of Proprietors. subsequently, came to an 
unagimous _ resolytion approving, the proceedings | which the. 
{Court of Directors had, adopted, in. consequence of the meaz.+, 
“sures. proposed by. the Board, declaring that, the Boardgby 
enforcing those measures, had placed. .the Company, in..re-. 
spect to the Nabob of the Carnatic, in sa situation. different 
from that which the Legislature had contemplated, and recom=. 
mending the Court of Directors to take the subject again inte | 
consideration, and to adopt such measures as they might think 
likely to relieve the Company, and to protect ‘them ‘against 
“ the alarming responsibility and dangers to which they. would, 
“ be liable according to the principle avowed in tbe orders 
“ enforced by the Board.” ’ 

The Directors accordingly addressed another snails 
to the Board, butte no purpose, the Board being determined, 
to adhere to the arrangement which they had framed... Ma- 
homed Ali died inf October,1795, aged. seventy-eight, and was, 
succeeded, by Omdut-ul-Omrah, his eldest son. In the year 


1796, several creditors of the late Nabob of the Carnatic for 


unconsolidated debts addressed the Court of Directors, with a) 
view, to an adjustment of their claims; no provision with re-., 
spect to unconsolidated debts having been made in the former 
arrangements. 

Much correspondence followed, and a reference was sie. 
to the Government of Fort St. George, in order that arrange-, 
ments might be proposed to the existing Nabob, Omdut-ul- 
Omrah, for the investigation of those demands, and for the, 
appropriation of a fund to the discharge of such, of them as. 
might be satisfactorily established. 

In July 1801 the Nabob died, when a total change took. 


\place in the state of the family of Arcot and the territory. of 
_ the Carnatic. His successor was Azeem-ul-Dowlah, with whom, : 


a treaty was entered into, by which the civil and military go- 
vernment, of all the territories and dependencies of the .Car- 
natic, together with the ful] and exclusive right to the revenues, _ 
‘were vested in the Company for ever. e 

The 
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* ea? 
ompa adhd treaty egncluded upon that occasion, a 
sciiseles with the annual payment to the creditors on 
‘in'the registened debt, until the same should be liquidated, of 

the sum’ of pagodas 6,21,105, which, by the treaty of 1792, 

‘the Nabob had engaged to reserve for that purpose ; buffno 
“provision was made with respect to unconsolidated, debts. e@ 

the year 1804, the payment of the consolidated debts 
was completed. The claimants on account of unconsolidated 
debts had urged their claims upon the attention of the Court 
of ‘Directors and the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 

‘The Court of Directors soon after proposed a plait for the 
approprifftion of a portion of the revenues of the Carnatic to a 
fund ‘for the liquidation of the debts remaining unsettled, and, 
for the’ appointment of Commissioners for the purpose. of in- - 
vestigating and adjudicating the several claims. 

“After some discussion, this plan was, in substance, approved 
by the Board and by the creditors, with Whom a formal agree- 

ment was executed on the 10th of July 1805; the principal 
féatiires ‘of ‘which will now be noticed. 

‘The agreement provides that the sum, of three lacs and apes 
forty thousand star pagodas (should so much be derived from Company 
the revenues of the Carnatic) shall be appropriated annually *™4%°Cer- 
to the formation of a fund for the payment of all the just debts ee 
to ‘private creditors of the Nabobs Wallah Jah, Omdut-ul- 

Omrah, and Ameer-ul-Omrah, and that the Company shall 
allow an interest of six per cent. per annum on the unappro- 
priated balance of such fund. 

‘The Company are not responsible to the creditors for more 
than such annual payment, nor liable to make good any loss 
in’ consequence of a deficiency of revenue, except such defi- 
ciency shall have been occasioned by the fault or negligence of 
the Company’s servants. 

By the agreement the debts are divided into two classes. 1 eae 
In the first class are comprized all debts ineurred previously _ of debts. 
_to’the 12th of February 1785, the day on which the act of the 
24th Geo. ITI, cap. 25, sec. 37, was promulgated at Madras; 
also’ all debts’ of pay to civil and military servants, and all , 
Be) OOS 
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°F 
debts contracted to persons acting under the Company’g autho- 
rity. In the second class are ‘comprized all pcos ential 
in the first class. inca Buchs ia lolcats 

\ The claims are subject to investigation by ehaeibaasnall as 
heréinafter mentioned; and when yore itorent ea 
the prineipal,is ‘allowed as follows, 

On claims in thevfirst Class. 2 the date when the debt 
was contracted to the 12th of February 1785, twelve ‘per cent: 
perannum. From the 12th February 1785 to the 15th May 
1804, six percent. per annum. From the 10m May _— four 
= cent. per annum. 

On claims in the second Class—From the, date when nid 
debt was contracted to the 15th May 1804, five ‘per ent. per 
annum; and from _ 15th May 1804, three per ‘cent. ‘ep 
annum. 

It is further stipulated that such interest shall be "paid! wall 
yearly; viz. on the 5th January and the Sth July. “That 
should the fund prove’ inadequate to meet the demand on ac- 
count of interest, a proportionate reduction shall be made, 
and that, in the event of its being more than adequate ‘for 
that purpose, the surplus shall form a Sinking Fund for’ 7 
redemption of the principal. 

The surplus of the fund, after payment of charges of ma- 
nagement and of interest on the allowed claims, it is agreed 
shall’ be placed to the credit of the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund at Madras; to be invested in Company’s seéct- 
rities, and applied at the discretion of the Commissiéners 
(subject to the control of the Madras Government and of the 
Court of Directors), to the liquidation of the principal. Six 
months’ notice is required before any of the principal can be 
paid off; and the payment, if in India, must be madé in ¢ash 
at Madras, or by bills on the Court at twelve months sight, 
and at eight shillings the pagoda; and if in England, at eight 
shillings the pagoda.” It is also stipulated, that when any of 
the principal is to be redeemed, advertisements shall be issued 
inviting proposals for the sale of it; and that, if proposals be 
made for the sale of a larger sum than is required, the lowest 
offers shall have the preference; it being always understood 

. . * that 


7 
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that the Company wheaiablignd: to accept any unreasonable 


pre .. The,Company may, if they pleas een 
whole debt atypar. oi 


_. The agreement provides that three Sinema shall) the 
aauuilttead: in England, to arbitrate and decide on the claims 


ca 
. 
Mode. of i 


investi 
tion o' 


“of the creditors; and that three Bengal civil seryants.shall be — 


appointed by the government of Bengal t@ sit at Madras,) to 
act as Commissioners and Referees under the Commissioners in 
England—those in India not being competent todecide any claim, 
.. The. first Commissioners in England were named in the 
agreement, and provision wap therein made to enable the Court 
of Directors, in conjunction with a majority of the creditors, 
to. supply vacancies; if foyrteen days elapse .after the. com- 
Samnigation. to the Rourt{; ‘a vacancy without its being sup- 
plied, the other Commiss® ners may nominate: if they differ 
in opinion, the casting v Ato be given by lot, 
.e~z]t is to be observed, th"; no person intergsted i in any claim 
S48 qualified to,act as a Commiszioner. 
The Commissioners take a prescribed oath, and are empow~ 
ered to administer oaths to compel the attendance of wit- 
nesses and the production of papers, and to commit. persons 


refusing to be examined. They cannot compel any one! im 


England to, go to India, or the reverse. The Commissioners 
in England are required to send copies of any. instructions 
which they may propose to despatch to India, to the Board.of 
Commissioners for the, Affairs of India, to the Court of Di-’ 
rectors, and to the agents for the creditors, fourteen days 
before, a final decision is had upon them, Each of those au- 


thorities may transmit observations upon such instructions; 


when the Carnatic Commissioners may finally decide and for- 
ward the instructions through the Court of Directors, who 
are required to direct the Local Government to give every 
proper aid in carrying the same into effect. 


The Commissioners in England enjoy ‘the salary. of Parlia-, 


mentary Commissioners, viz. £1,500. per. annum. . Those in 
India enjoy salaries as follows : viz. 
First ...ccpssenscssaresveceesceeees Rupees 45,000 
4 Second iccregesecseccesosvcesercesscescasee SUsVU0,.- 
Rr Di io1cs ghee ssoseqecsnnceccccvecasieonscn OG 
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Power of 
the Com- 
missioners. 


Salaries of 
the Com- 
missioners. 


Registers. 


Expenses 
of the Com- 
mission, 
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“In 1824 the same gentlemen: were’ appointed ‘Comthissioners 
for investigating the claims of the creditors’ on the ‘Rajah of 
Tanjore; and it was resolved, that, for the joint’ duties, they 
should receive an addition of £300 per annum each,’ making 
a total of £1,800 per annum; the same'to be reduced to £1,500, 
whenever one of the Commissions should ‘be ages we Vide 
Tanjore Commissioners.) 

There are two Registers of Claims, one at Madras and one 
in England, who are each allowed a salary Of-£500 per annum. 
The appointment of Registers rests with the creditors, subject 
to the approbation of the Court of Directors; who'miy dismiss 
them. 

The Commissioners’ expenses angl the expenses of investi- 
gation are. chargeable, one-half tcygie Company and one-half 
to the fund. 

It may further be observed, te j the powers of the Coin 
missioners, as stated above, were ; onfirmed by the Act of the 
46th Geo. III, cap. 133, and hgve been continued from time 
to time by subsequent enactments. 

The Commissioners are required annually to lay’a statement 
before Parliament of the claims decided. The utility of the 
commission is abundantly evidenced by the result exhibited in 
the ‘Twenty-first Report of the wr gnens i an of the we 
February, which is as follows :— 

Whe) dee ; £. Boo; Be 
Total egate sterling Amount o 

ihe hin sna f so.a16;707 11 45 


“ Aggregate of absolute Hine iO 
“ in favour of parties ......seee0 seevee 

“ Aggregate of provisional Adjudica- 
* tions in favour of parties.......+6++ 


2,445,630. 0 8} 


40,000 17 10 





£2,485,630 18 6} 
“ Aggregate of absolute Adjudications ne 
* against the parties, including the 
* portions disallowed in claims fa- 
“ yvourably adjudicated ...+..01+e+0++0 


27,163,979 2 44 





Carried OVEL cecccevccccvcccestsccese £29,649,610 0 u 
* Balance 


* 
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alent i Broughtover, stendeasenpenagaoegsce SHEEN 0 ca 
is vce of Claims remaining for). eRe 


watts ‘ Adjudication, when returns, con- 
meat of the. investi-. pene Tee 
_) gations by the Commissioners in MS Gu 
“India, shall be received, but ex- 
** clusive of a number of small claims 
“ (exceeding 8,000), the subject of 
‘* the proposed arrangements, men- 
“tioned in the following para- 
s Sireiacechesasersatce yee 


\ 


£30,216,707, 11 44 


567,097 10 52 


‘ 





- & We had. the honour to state in our last Report, that we had 
* decided*absolutely on all the cases (with, the exception of a 
« numerous class of small claims proposed to be comprehended 
* under new arrangements \between the East-India Company 
“ and the creditors) which the returns made by the Commis- 
** sioners in India enabled us to adjudicate; and we also stated, 
“ that we waited their returns to our instructions in reference 
** to the said arrangements then in progress, for relieving us 
“ from the necessity of investigating the said class of small 
** debts; and we further stated, that we had lost no time in 
** transmitting instructions for the investigation of the claims 
‘of Messieurs Chase and Company, and others, whose cases 
“were included in the Relief Act (59th Geo. IL): it, is 
* again our duty to state to this honourable House, that no 
“ return, in respect to either of these subjects, has as yet 
“been received by us from India. 

“ We had the honour to report, that we had not failed 
" yepeatedly to require returns to our several instructions, but 
“‘ that we apprehended that the illness of the Second Com- 
“missioner, and his absence at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
“ the death of the Third Commissioner at a later period, and 
“ the arrangements for the appointment of their successors 
« (which, though we believed them to have been complete, had 
“ not been announced to us), had ‘occasioned tlie delay during 
“ the then past year, We have now to state to this honour- 
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ec: 133, 
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‘ ere as ; 
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ae _éansag conning : 
* able H », that, having waited until the arrival of all the 
és “ships which ‘nailed’ from Madras i in the beginning of the year 
« 1824, art haying received. no despatches from. .thé Com~ 
** missioners in India, we, on the 20th August 1824, felt a 

« © be our duty to address the Right Honourable the Gov 
“ General in Council of Bengal, who, by the fourth clause hi 

“« the Deed of Agreement between the Kast-India. Company. 
“© and the creditors of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic and of 
“ the Ameer-ul-Omrah, dated the 10th July.J805,' alone pos- 
“* sesses control over the said Commissioners, as such ; request- 
“ing that he would be pleased to gall upon the Commissioners 
“ to explain the causes which haye so long Prevented, a-com~ 
*¢ pliance with our numerous instructions; and, in the event 
* of these explanations not proving satisfactory to his Lordship 
* in Council, that he would adopt such measures as might 
“seem to his Lordship fit and proper to ensuge due end 
“ prompt obedience, on the part of the Commissioners) in 
“ India, to the directions which they may have- already 
“ received, or may in future receive from this Board." °°" 
. We have further the honour to state to this honourable 
‘House, that, witha view to accelerate the final close of this 
** Commission, in the event of the failure or partial failure of 
“* the measures now in operation in India for withdrawing the 
‘* small claims, above adverted to, from.our jurisdiction, we. 
“‘ have under our consideration such preliminary stéps ‘for 
“ enabling us eventually to expedite the adjudication of them, 
“as can be adopted without embarrassing the arrangements in. 
“ progress in India. ‘4 


> 


“ Bensamin Hopuovusz,. —* 
“ Tuomas CockBURN, | 
* Roperr Harry Inents.”» 


_—_— 


LAWS. 


(1) The said Commissioners, * as soon as they con-* The Commis. 
veniently can after the passing of this act, and before sione™ to be 
they proceed further in the execution of the trusts 7 

repoped 
* The Honourable Richard Ryder, eee TONGS 
Benjamin Hobhouse, Esq. “KG 
ih Thomas Cockburn, Esq. 
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reposed din them, and, all pea commissioners to be. pinata ‘and sane? 
cen ee - aforesaid, as well in Engle a in India, re 


ly shall enter upon the execution tiow of the trusts ® 46 Geo 
( 


to ‘be’ Reposed in them, shall take the oath following * that is to 


8a) 
we AB, do swear, that, according to the best of my: skill and*, 


“ eer I will faithfully, impartially, and truly execute, the 
' © several powers and trusts vested in me by certain articles of agree- * 
« ment, bearing date the 10th day of July, in the year of our Lord 
“one thousand eight hundred and five, and made between the United 
« Company of Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, of 
* the one part, and the several persons. whose hands and, seals are 
.“ thereto set and affixed, and who respectively are, or claim to be, 
** creditors of his Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah, formerly Nabob 
«of Arcot and of the Carnatic in the East-Indies, and then de- 
“ceased; and .of his Highness the Nabob Omdut-ul-Omrah, late 
*¢ Nabob of Arcot and of the Carnatic, eldest son and successor of 
“« his said Highness the Nabob Wallah Jah, and then also deceased ; 
« amd of his Highness the Ameer-ul-Omrah, the second son. of his 
« ‘said Highniéts the Nabob Wallah Jah, and then also deceased, or 
«ef some or one of them, of the other part, according to the true 
«intent and meaning of the said articles of agreement, and of the 
“« parties thereto.—So, help me God.” 
Which. oath shall and may be administered by any one of the persons 
already appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, a Commissioner, as 
well in England as in India, to any other or others of them, 


‘ThesCommis- (2) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may 
‘ton aac ah be lawful for the said persons already appointed, or 
‘autho- Hereafter to be appointed Commissioners, as well in 
rized toadminis- ygland as in India, or any two of them, and they are 
ter oaths to par- . r as 
ties and witnes- hereby authorized and empowered to examine, vivd 
ses, ® voce, or upon written interrogatories, upon oath or affir- 
mation (which oath and affirmation they, or any two or more of them, 
are hereby authorized to administer), all persons, whether parties or 
‘Witnesses, touching any matter referred to the said Commissioners, 
and that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Commissioners 
already appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, as well in England 
as in India, or any one of them, and for all Courts, Judges, Masters in 
Chancery, Magistrates, and Justices of the Peace, and for all Masters 
Extraordinary in Chancery, and all Commissioners, and persons who 
are or shall be authorized by any Court of Record to take affidavits, 
and all persons ih ‘the East-Indies duly authorized to administer oaths 
or Affirmations, to administer an oath or affirmation to any person or 
ms making “any affidavit or deposition in writing touching any 
matter referred to the said Commissioners, or relating to the execution 
of the trust reposed in them. 
(8) And 
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‘ soronngprantene aman prs mm 
i ap suc! 
gi India,-or. any two of them, or in’ cease Pe i | 
oe to be sworn or affirmed before the said Commissioners’ or ary on . 
herd ‘them, or before any such Court, Judge, Mast rin'Oh 
. trate, Justice of the Peace, Master Extraordinary in cmap 
a "missioner, or, person so authorized to administer an oath or‘afiratiit 
as hereinbefore is mentioned, shall wilfully and gortuptly"y ‘give false" 
; evidence, or make any false answer, statement, or di ne) Saba 
® such person so offending, and being thereof duly convic vt 
and is hereby declared to be, subject and liable t6 such “fait ene, 
penalties. as by any law now in force persons convicted of ‘wilful ‘and’ 
* corrupt perjury are subject and liable to. te so aan Ie 
5 *S 4 (4) And be it further enacted, that it shall and may’ ” 
* @ lawful to and for the said Commissioners already 
a appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, whether such | 
Commissioners shall be acting in England or India, o 
fie wo of them, if they or any two ‘of them shall ra 
fit, either of their own motion, or at the ‘instance * \ 
of the said United Company, or their agent or agents, or any peri!" 
4, Of) persons having or‘claiming any interest to support or o e 
2 debt orotherwise in any matter referred to the said’ Commission 
; to issue their precept or precepts, under ‘the hands and geals of « 


















ed two or.more'of them, summoning any’person or’ persons ( 
cers to attend them, or any two of them, to declare’ thetruth touatiog any Irs 
ip matters or things referred to the said Commissioners, and to bras 2 


produce any book, deed, paper, account, or writing, or. say a if 
deeds, papers, accounts, or writings, relating to any such ‘matter vor | 
as shall be necessary for executing the trusts reposed in ‘the = 
missioners, and all and every such person and persons, so sumti 
is and are hereby required and directed, upon reasonable notice 
any such precept, punctually to attend the said Commissioners, at 
such time and times, place and places, as shall sige 6 them, Sows 
é two of them, appointed. gue 
Pee ea (5). Provided. always, and be it enacted, that in or Prece 
tas om _at the foot of every precept to be issued for the attend- indore 
ance of any witness, or the production of any book,’ deed, 
b account, or writing, it shall be specified whether the same is iss 2 
Oy the proper motion of the Conmissionérs; or at whose ger ‘the 
Be same is issued. 
te sc. (6) And be it further-enacted, that if any person paso 
j } or persons shall abscond, ‘or wilfully avoid being sum-— rong as 
; moned by any such precept, or if any’ person or per- 
. # — ” apreatui, apep sadness. agpeoctid be exam 
gp 
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: at : “bring: or produce any book, deed, paper,’ ant, “or 46 Geo, 3, ° 
io RAK releting to any matter referred tothe said Cgmfnissioners, nent 
Biows shall. be ‘jin his, her, or their possession, custody, or power, and ' "e d 
y he, she, or they shall have been required by such precept to” Ear | 
eon 3 or shall refuse to be sworn, or, being Quakers, shall refuse’ 

» to affirm ; or being sworl, or, being Quakers, having affirmed, shall’ aa 
4 refuse. to answer to and before the said Commissioners, or any two of” wa 
them, ‘any question on oath or affirmation touching or concerning ; | 
_ any matter referred to the said Commissioners, then and in every’ 
'.. such ease it shall and may be lawful to and for the said) Commis- . 
“ sioners, or any two of them, and they are hereby authorized and em- 
d to make and issue their warrant or warrants, under their®! 
nd seals, or under the hands and scals of any two of them, for’ , 
and apprehending any such person or persons, and conimitting: : 
: » her, or eth to such prison as the said Commissioners, or any * 
* teetatithem,’ shall think fit; there to remain without bail or maine"! 
¥ prize, ‘until he, or they shall submit to be sworn and examined,’ 
to’ and concerning all or-any of the matters referred'to the said” 
8 Com ioners, or to make such production as aforesaid, as the case 
may be, . , 
RE Provided also, and be it further enacted, that’ no e° oar. 
©) Great Britain or person resident or being in the United Kingdom of 
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“cemeliabe: wo. C reat Britain and Ireland shall be compellable, by ° ig: 
\ \ Eee India, nor Virtue of this act, to go to or appear before the Com- a 
Fadia to Eng- missioners’ to act in India, or to go out of the said a’ 


* 


United Kingdom; and no person residentor beingtin’ = 
oe fi shall be compellable, by virtue of this act, to come” 


pear before the Commissioners to act in Engin, orto go # 
-Indies. = 
iPhytabaeic _(8) Provided always, and be it enacted, that no per‘ 
’ Berroa 8 ie son or persons whosoever shall be compelled or’com- 
We a pellable to appear before the said Commissioners now 
pace or hereafter to be appointed, either in England or in India,» 
or to bring or produce to or before them any books, deeds, papers; 
or writing, unless at the time of service of such precept : h 
y or production, or at a reasonable time before the °° 
‘appointed | for such attendance or production, the probable amount » 
he costs and charges of the person or persons summoned, and a» a 
a compensation for his, her, or their loss of time to be 
) ‘by such attendance or production, shall be tendered to” - s 
her; or them ; and every person who shall attend the said Com-— ot, 
, or produce any documents in pursuance of any precept, ae 
Bea ie arin end ans paid Serene comme ’ 
instance such precept shall have been issued ae at 
ble vente soeaggate charges, ‘. A reasonable compensati ee 
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" ypayment shall be entitled to recover the, same 
the person or persons liable to the paymentthereo&)-or»hii 
their successors,-executors, or administrators, together with full costs 
of suit: and the said Commissioners, as well ip England as in India, ey 
are hereby authorized and required, at the request of any personor 
e persons entitled to any such reimbursement or payment, to settle and _ 
adjust the amount thereof, and to make an ordery to be signed by t 
said Commissioners, or any two of them, fixing a time and place 
the person or persons liable to the payment thereof to pay am 
i” "charge the same; and in such case the person or persons 
we thereto, orvhis, her, or their executors or administratogs, shall seal is 
liberty to make their election to accept thereof, or to proceed gtperally” 24 
for the recovery of their reasonable costs and chargesjand a reasonable _ ea 
M3, compensation for their loss of time; and in case of the ion by — 
aa he ahy person or persons to accept of the sum or sums so to be Order: 
4 to be paid, if the person or persons liable to the payment. thereof 
ggball make default in such payment, pursuant to such ord 
i the person or persons entitled thereto shall recover the specifie's 
sums so ordtred to be paid, together with double costs of suit. © 
$9 (9) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that’ The | 
° ? the Commissioners acting from time to time in England © pic» 
® under or by virtue of the said articles of agreement, ment a 
. shall, within twenty-one days after the commencement Preys a 
® of the next and every subsequent session of Parliament nad ; 
~ present to both Houses of Parliament a list of all the Par 
e claims which have been or shall be preferred to them,’ nia 
i or to the Commissioners in India, from time to time, article 
+ 
th 



























and also a list of such claims as from time to time shall ™ent. © 

have been decided upon, either provisignally or absolutely, by 
b said Commissioners, with the grounds of their decision: tener et 
# vided always, that this act shall in no ways be construed to exten 
* ‘ ratify or confirm the said articles of agreement, or to 


wise than the same would have been binding! effectual, and « 


in case this act had not been passed. 
j rs 0. (10) And be it further enacted, that if any nitionaih 
Re suit shall be brought against any person or persons for 00 
_ any thing done in pursuance of any of the provisions he 
» @eontained, such action or suit shall be commenced within six 
+3 onths next after the fact committed, and not afterwards, a 
‘ sess county or place where the cause of complaint 
=e ye N a ¢* 






